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Delhi, Hth February, 1843, 

On a lovely morning, tlic Sth of February, wc 
Todc to Delhi, the ancient Indraprast’ha, the 
capital of the Great Moguls: wc were all mounted 
on elephants, because, according to etiquette, the 
Governor General could only approach on this 
noble animal. Luxuriant fields of wheat, already 
in car, lay extended Ixjfore us, interspersed with 
the most fantastic ruins, the arches, domes, and 
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AKRIVAL AT DELHI. 


columns of which rose above the thick foliage of 
the ti’ees, or were covered ■with their bi'anches as 
with a magic veil. Behind these ruins saw the 
sun rise in all its glory and beauty : a sunrise more 
magnificent and striking I have never seen. 

Near a ruined caravansaiy, about a mile before 
our camp, the chief men of- Delhi, mounted on’ 
about fifty elephants, were ranged in a line close 
by the road side, waiting for the approach of 
the Governor General. It was really very imposing 
to see so many richly-adorned elephants, with silver 
houdahs, in which sat the first men of the ancient 
Mogul empire, richly dressed, decked with jewels, 
and wearing a Kashmir shawl, tbro'wn like a toga 
over the right shoulder, bowing with great reverence 
to Lord Ellenborough, and, touching their fore* 
head with their right liand, thns saluting us with 
their salam. 

^ Accompanied by them we made our entry into 
the camp: on our road thither the principal 
persons were introduced to his Lordship. A 
petty Rajah, surrounded bya disorderly troop, armed 
with lances, guns, bows, and arrows, availed him- 
self of this opportunity to present, on a white 
handkerchief in his open hand, some pieces of gold 
coin, in token of submission. 

Our camp was pitched to the north of the city, 
near the cantonments. Immediately after break- 
fast my friend Captain "West and I rode on horse- 
back to the city — for we could not restrain our 
eagerness to see tlic celebrated Delhi, and to enjoy 
tljc first impression, A road, constructed of canear, 
led through the cantonments, past, some handsome 
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bungatoW, to an eminence about a mile distant. 
Here, on tlic right of the road, is a bare, rocky 
licight, the last ■ offset of -the range, .descending 
from the ghauts, which traverses India from east 
to west in. its whole breadth, and here gradually 
declines mth an inclination of four hundred feet 
towards the Jumna. On the highest summit the 
flog of England is displayed on a watch-tower, 
from which there is one of the finest prospects 
that can be conceived. The road now gradually 
descends for about two miles to tbe Kashmir* 
gate; it is skirted* by beautiful villas, among 
which that of Mr. Macduff, lying in a fine large 
park, is conspicuous by its handsome colonnade. 

Delhi (in 28“ 40' N.lat. and 77® IG' E. Ion.) was 
before the time of Sviltan Mahomed Tagluk ( 1 325-^ 
1351) called the envy of the world: it is de- 
scribed by the learned traveller Ibn Batuta, ere 
the tyrant in his anger ravaged it, as a grand and 
splendid city, combining both strength and beauty. 
He says that its walls were unequalled in the 
whole world — that it was the largest city of Hin- 
doatan and of Islamism in the East. It, in 
fact, consisted of four cities, which, joining each 
other, formed but one,, and were surrounded by 
walls twenty-two lect thick. There were corn- 
magazines in the ' city, in which the grain could 
he. preserved fora long time; rice and kodru, a 
kind of millet, had been known to be preserved 
in them, uninjured, for ninety years. The mosque 
was far superior in size and beauty to any other : 
it had previously been a temple of Boodha, which 
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■u'rts by the Mahometans called Butkann: H had 
such a lofty tower, that, looking down from its 
summit, the people heloAV seemed like little children. 
Immense stone pillars, composed of seven different 
pieces, stood in the court of.the temple ; and, with- 
out the city was a basin for rain-water, a league 
and a half in length, and a league in breadth, from 
which the inhabitants obtained water for drinking; 
in the Weinitj' of the cky }ay the gardens of the 
great men. 

The present city of Delhi, built on the ruins of 
this decayed splendour, siirroundcll on the south by 
ruins, which cover a space of twenty square mihs, 
is now only seven square miles in extent. It is seven 
miles in circumference, is surrounded by walls of 
red sandstone, thirty feet high, and from three to 
five feet thick, with a moat twenty feet broad, and 
has seven colossal arched gates, which arc de- 
fended by round bulwarks. It is said that under 
the Emperor Aurengzebe there were two milliou 
inhabitants in this city; a himdrcd years ago half 
a million ; but, at the present day there are not 
more than 250,000, of whom the Slahometans 
are to the Hindoos in th'e proportion of two to 
sevjjn. ^ 

It was from the before-mentioned eminence that 
we had the first view' of the city, above-which the 
cupolas and elegant white marble minarets of the 
Jamma mosque rose into the air. As soon as we 
had passed the Kashmir gate the first object that 
struck our sight was a Protestant church ; we then 
rode through many narrow animated streets, by 



JAililA MOSQUE. »>- 

the side of iiigii garden-'waUa, to t^'C silver market. 

It begins at the palace of the Great Jlogul, is forty 
paces broad, and dhddes the city from cast to “vvest 
into two parts ; a walled canal flows through the 
middle of it, and in. hot weather cools and re- 
freshes the air. Here are the richest bazars, which 
arc the scene of the n»ost active trade, and arc 
constantly filled with a busy crowd. For this 
day we contented ourselves •with a cursory glance 
of this little world, our visit being intended solely 
for the Jamma mosque, which the ilahomctans 
consider the wonder of the world. They come 
from great distances to visit this temple: the 
IMahornetan in Egypt and in Afghanistan inquires 
after this mosque, and congratulates him wlio has 
been so happy as to behold it. 

Hiding from the silver market, through a 
narrow street, wc suddenly found the Jnmmxi 
mosque before us. Wc were greatly struck by this 
magnificent work, in which the Lyzantinc-Anabic 
style is carried to the highest perfection. Shah 
Jehan employed on the building, several thousand 
men for six successive ycare (1631 — 1637). It 

stands upon an equilateral foundation, which is 
450 feet in bre-adth, and 30 feet in height, and is 
composed of blocks of*rcd sandstone. Tbe mosque 
is situated on the -west side; the three other sides 
arc enclosed by high walls, ornamented -with atoall 
turrets: from the north, east, ‘and west, broad 
flights of steps load through large gates into the 
. conrt-yard, which is paved with sandstone. When , 
^you enter through the eastern gate the magnificent 
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buiUling faces j’oii, in nil* Its grandeur and boaiitjr. 
It is built of •white marble and red sandstone, 
wliicli is inlaid, like mosaic, in lines and arabesques, 
or altcmatcly with the marble in large, clcgantly- 
car\'cd blocks. 

A massive portico, flanked by two minarets, 
ornamented ■ndth Arabic* inscriptions from tlic 
Koran, leads to the marble halls, supported by 
angular columns, and, of course, under the prin- 
cipal cupola. At the two extreme comers rise 
minarets 1.50 feet high, between ■which and the 
principal gate two lofty domes project over the 
halls 5 ever-burning latnps adorn these halls, irtui 
in the middle of the court is a small marble basin 
for the ablutions of the worshippers. H’e wore 
soon joined by a priest, who conducted us, ly a 
winding staircase, to the summit of one of the 
minarets. 

From this elevated position we had a 'vie'w of 
the city and the boundless tract of the ruins of 
tljia Indian Home, once graced by the mosques, 
palaces, pavilions, baths, gardens, and mausoleums 
of the emperors, their consorts, and the great 
men of the empire. The spirit of destruction 
and cruelty of Nadir Shah is impressed on this 
scene of desolation. TbisT^'ranf, in 1737, beheld 
with fiendish pleasure, from the mosque Roushen 
ud Doulah, the dreadful massacre perpetrated by 
his hordes, who, xn a few hours, murdered 30,000 
people, and carried off booty to the amoimt of 
. 28,000,000/. sterling. 

I retained, for a long time, the impression of 
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this sight, iindjlost in thoughts nnd contewplntions 
on tiifit time and the present, I did not arrive 
at our camp till late in the afternoon. Hero, on 
the following day, I witnessed a scene wliidi is • 
certainly very uncommon in India,, namely, a 
religious discussion. A Brahmin, who had em- 
hraced the Christion religion, met with a Mahometan 
priest in the tent of one of our party. Both 
equally enthusiastic, and, penetrated with the truth 
of their belief, were solicitous to prove that theirs was 
the only true faith. Their conversation grew more 
and more animated ; the Christian seemed superior 
tojhis opponent both inspirit and conversational 
powers, and was frequently so impressed with the 
truth of his words that he cast round a triumphant, 
look, believing himself to be the victor: but the 
^Sussulman would not admit the validity of his 
advcr8ai^*’s proofs ; and their discussion might have 
degenerated into acrimony, bad not the by-standefs 
interfered. I much regretted my inability closely 
to follow this learned i^gibus controversy. 

My excursions were interrupted by the arrival 
of several Indian princes, who came from a great 
distance, with their court and their troops, to pay 
their respects to the Governor General. Their ar- 
rival -was announced by salutes, such ns are due to 
reigning princes, from the bulwarks of Delhi. 'We 
liavG already the Kajah of Bhurtpoor, with 5000 
men; the Bao Rajah of Alwar, with 4()00 men; 
the Rajah of Bickanecr, with 10,000 men ; the 
Rajah of Dlioolpoor, with 5000 men ; the Rajah 
of Shapoorah, u-ith OOOmen. The Rajaii of Jeypoor 
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•vvoultl Ijavc greeted tljc Governor GcncraJ in person, 
but, be imnginos tlint lie sbonld lon’cr himself, if 
be ■were to come to Bclbi, beenuse bo considers 
the King of Dellii as of inferior descent, and tldnbs 
that the latter might, perhaps, fancy that the visit 
•was intended for him. 

The cninps of these rajahs are all pitched on the 
field of ruins, and present the most singular and 
motley scene of Indian manners and customs. 
.Tourneys of tliis kind, which the princes under- 
take Avith great numbers of servants and cattle, 
sometimes exhaust their pecuniary resources, and 
they are obliged to remain stationary for several 
months after, or else to borrow money at high 
, interest, whereby flieir subjects ore afterwords the 
more oppressed. . 

The Rajah of Blckanccr appeared on the 8th of 
February : ho w.as the first wlio came to our camp 
to attend the Durbar. His family, a younger 
branch of the house of Joudpoor, is one of Uie 
most ancient in India, and, as the Rajah informed 
us, was driven tvith its tribe, consisting of above 
90,000 persons, by the Moguls from the fertile 
plains of the Jumna into the wilderness, llis 
country is, indeed, 18,059 square miles in extent, 
but if contains only half a million of inhabitants. 
The revenues amount to more than thirty lacs, of 
which, however, only five lacs come to the Rajah’s 
share, while tlie chiefs and Jaghidars receive the 
rest. His force conMsts of about 2000 cavaliy, 
8000 infantry, and 35 pieces of cannon. 

The situation of his eountiy, which lies on the 
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border, and in. tlic interior of the Inclinn 

desert, the nature of the soil, n’licre 
drink cannot be obtained at less than 
feet below the surface, have protected it from trie 
incursions of the !Mahrattas; but, on the other 
liand, the Eajah has often been brought into diffi- 
culties hy his rebellious subjects, particularly by 
tbe predatory Takoors. Itajah Kovw Rattan Singli 
bad been three months upon the journey, attended 
by 10,000 men, of whom 2000 were armed. 

The entry of his Highness had a rather antique 
appearance, but it was \:ery mean. His suwars, 
mounted on camels, rode on before ; lie was carried 
in a richly-gilt takt*i*rawan, attended by his son 
and successor, his brother and nephew, twenty-two 
barons, twenty-two ministers and chief officers, and 
several hundred men armed with lances, shields, 
and swords. The Rajah and liis attendants were 
all dressed in full white robes, and wore red conical 
turbans ; they carried a shield on their backs, and 
sabres in their hands. Their appearance very much 
resembled tbe pictorial representations of the ancient 
Egyptians. 

The Rajah, who, conformably with the ancient 
Indian etiquette, had been well instructed in the 
paces of the elephant, entered the tent with this 
heavy step, and was received by Lord Ellen- 
borough, who shook him cordially by tlic hand. 

. His Highness was free, communicative, and ani- 
mated in conversation. His minister took the 
, liberty, in describing the dominions of his sove- 
reign, to make some witty remarks on its natural 
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of paying lus respects to Lord EUcnborougli. He 
vrfls received in a particularly friendly manner, 
and presented •NvitU a sabrct a watch, a gold clmin, 
and a handsome gun. After him came the Thu- 
koor of Khurwa, who possesses a small jnghirc in 
the pro-rince of Ajmeer, under the protection of 
the British, and addressed the Governor-General in 
the English language. Both of them left our 
camp higldy gratified with their reception. 

Colonel Sutherland, who, as resident at Ajmeer, 
is amh^sador to most of the Rajahs now here, 
proposed to me that 1 should pay my respects to some 
of these princes, which of course I gratefully acceded 
to. It was agreed that we should first vtsit the Rajah 
of Bhurtpoor, who received me in the small circle 
of his court, his Highness being descended from 
the Juts, the cast of the peasants, 1ms not those 
refined manners which generally distinguish the 
Indian princes, hut he was exceedingly open- 
hearted and friendly. The Rajah and his soldiers 
occupy a large encampment, and his o^yn tents, 
which are enclosed in canvass fences, are unusually 
spacious. He is exceedingly interested in making 
preparations for an entertainment for the Go- 
vernor-General, when four hundred persons arc to 
dine in the European fashion. Though the Rajah 
^riU not himself partake of the good cheer pro- 
vided for his guests, it is a remarkable plieno- 
mcnon that a Hindoo prince should interest himself 
ir^sueh matters. 

Alter many inquiries respecting my king, my 
• country, and myself, the Rajah invited me to visit 
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Rliiirtpoor and Decg. “I will- furnish you wtli 
liorsos and an eseorf,” said he, “ and tlo my ut' 
ino'it to provide for your entertainment; and I 
only regret that I cannot personally receive you in 
"iny residence.” As these places arc not far out of 
Tuy way, and Colonel Sntlicrland advised me not 
to reject such a courteous oiler, I sliall hope to 
visit them after seeing Agra. 

Unwilling to intmde any longer on his High- 
ness’ time, we took our leave and hastened to the 
Rajah of ^Uwar, who had already sent one of Ins 
relations with an escort to meet us. The Rajah 
received me with all honours, a salute was fired 
on our arrivnl, a guard of honour drawn up, and 
Ills little court was assembled in all its splendour. 
Ilia Highness is a tall, handsome man, his fine 
open eye expressive of goodness and sincerity; 
but his beautiful teeth were unfortunately tinged 
red from chewing the arekn. ” I consider it a 
great honour,” spid he, “ that you, who belong to 
so great a king, come from such a distance to 
visit me.” There was something noble and princely 
in his address and conversation ; and he was so 
animated and untiring in his questions that we 
staid nearly an hour with ban. 

His Highness said he ■was very fond of the 
chase, of the army, and of fine gardens, and wished 
I would come and amuse myself in his country, 
where I should have the best opportunity possible 
for shooting tigers, -wild boars, and antelopes. The 
Rajah has dogs which -will attack and Idll a tiger, 
and liad brought a tiger and dog with him in 
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order to exlubvt s\id\ a combat; but as this might 
be attended with some danger, and Lord LIlcii* 
borough is no friend to such sports, it is probable 
that the matter ^vill be dropped. 

For our diversion, and to mnlce our reception 
complete, a very pretty and richly-drcsscd Bayadere 
entered. Iler petticoat was verj' full and n*ide, 
and she wore ample silk p.antaloons ; she was co- 
vered ■\vith jewels, and her ankles were adorned 
with silver lings and bells; her movements were 
not without grace, but too uniform to attract at- 
tention for any length of time. Lastly, I was 
sj/rinkled -sdth ottar of roses, received the betel-nut 
wrapped in leaves of the betel-vine, and we most 
cordially took leave, amid a salute of artillery, ac- 
companied by the escort to the extremity of the 
camp. 

As the Rajah of Alwar was imitod by the 
Governor General to the Durbar on the following 
day, 1 resolved to join the gcntleraofi who rode on 
elephants to receive him. We met first several 
hundred men on camels, who every now and then 
fired their long guns, in token of rejoicing ; then 
came the general of the troops, on an elephant, and 
after him a battalion of regular infantrj’. The 
Rajah followed on an elephant adorned with gold 
and silver, two fowling-pieces were placed before 
him in the houdah, and sevntal hundred irrcguluT 
cavalry, in every variety of dross and arms, closed 
the procession. 

The Rajah, as soon as he saw me, waved his right 
hand, and. very kindly saluted mo with his salam, 
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nssurm" me lie ^vns not u little pleased to find me 
among those -who came to greet him. Though 
the Rajah has only n revenue of ten lacs, there ■was 
nearly as ‘much splendour in his procession as in 
that of the Rajah ofBlmrtpoor, and lus suite "was 
not inferior, for he was occomphnied hy thirty of 
his captains, ofRcora, and ministers. The con* 
versation between him and the Govcmor-Geiiend 
lasted full half an hour- Ifc spoke of Ins Journey, 
and of his country, and, on receiving Ins presents, 
repeatedly cxpres«o<.T his joy at being so liberally 
supplied Avith arms. 

After him came the Rajah of SliapooraJi, a branch 
of the house of Odeypoor, whose possessions are 
partly in this state and partly in the British ter- 
ritor}’ } lus equipagQ was verj' simple, for bis re- 
venue is only one lac; he was in a taht-i-rawan, 
and his attendants on foot and on horseback. 

So much for the present, respecting the princes 
who are here? You must now accompany me on 
my excursions. The JIahometans are at this time 
celebrating the feast of Jloharram, in honour of 
the death of Huss^n and Hassan. During this 
festival the people indulge in amusements of eveiy 
hind. In front of some shops and mosques' little 
to-u'ers, most elegantly made of- coloured paper 
called tahut (i. e, coffin), are illuminated ■with 
small lamps, which on the last day of tbjg festival 
are carried in solemn procession to a piece of holy 
water, into which they are thrown, and, as it were, 
buried. 

The evening is tJje btet time for getting an 
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insight into the ways and manners of the people ; I 
thetefort’ gladly accepted the offer of Captain. 
Bowen to ride with .him on his elephant through 
the streets of Delhi, his surwar, mounted on a 
catael, trotting on before to make way for us. We 
proceeded to the silver market, the broad street 
which intersects Delhi from east to west. AYhen 
we turned into it, at the extreme west end, the 
most interesting scene of Indian common life met 
our eyes. The houses in this street arc of two 
and three stories, built of sandstone and brick. On 
the ground*flQor arc the open bazars, from which 
innuniexable lamps diffused a light, equal to that of 
the finest illumination ; the upper stories are the 
residence of the mcrcliants, where, at the open 
windows, or in the balconies or verandas, the 
women and girls, gaily dressed, were gazing upon 
the multitude below. 

The people passed in crowds from shop to shop ; 
elephants and camels endeavoured carefully to 
make their way through this living mass; — here 
were the merchants praising their goods, there were 
handsome female figures, in their airy white gar- 
ments, giving vent tq their joy in laughing and 
jesting: bands of music wcrj playing, while female 
dancers and buffoons collected a Uttle circle around 
them, who expressed their admiration more by 
gestures than by words. A cunning fruitseller 
offered his hookah to every passer-by, to entice cus- 
tomers. Jewellers now and then opened their 
caskets and displayed their beautiful ornaments of 
gold, silver, precious stones, and pearls ; for the 
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work of tlie goltlsjnilhs of DcJlii, espccinlly in 
filigree, nre more Ingenious, Insteful, aod inex- 
pensive than any wliero in India, and fur excel 
tltose of Genoa. Paintings on ivory, portraits, as 
well ps buildings and processions, are executed here 
in the greatest perfection, and would do honour 
even to our best artists. Not merely is the likeness 
admirable, but the delicacy and fidelity of the ex* 
ccution are very great. We rode about for a couple 
of hours through this busy world, and it was late 
in the evening before we readied the camp. 

One morning I breakfasted with Captain Dyke, 
who has tlio care of the arsenal, and where I wa’s 
introduced to the o<Utor of the Delhi Gazette. His 
fine house possesses, like many of tliose inhabited 
by the Kuropoans, subterranean apartments, in 
which, during the prevalence of the hot winds, he 
is protected against the dry, sultry heat, and enjoys 
a temperature lower by 10®. Not far distant is 
the garden Shalihmar, formed by the Emperor Shah 
Jehan, where the mansion of the British resident 
is situated; at present it is uninhabited, and the 
extensive garden, full of the finest trees, is rather 
neglected. « 

We aftemvards visited the printing office, in 
•which there is also a lithographic press. The greater 
part of the men employed in this office are natives. 
But what especially interested me was the arsenal, 
which Js situated on the water side: it contains 
110 guns of various calibre, arms for every kind 
of troops, arranged with great care and taste, and 
two powder-magazines, in one of which there are 



Tiin i'n\o2c-co'n:LAU. 


17 


200 barrels of powder. Tlioiigb all the magazines 
arc perfectly adapted to tlicir purj)osc, many objec- 
tions might be made to such nn accumulation of 
^TOrlike stores in the city, at a distance of three 
miles from the troops. 

Late in the afternoon of the same day I rode 
through the city, to the ruins of the palace of the 
Sultan Feroze, situated a few hundred steps with- 
out the south gate. On the plateau of tiiis palace 
is the celebrated Feroze-Cotclali, or column. It is 
one of those columns which tlio pious Fabian 
speaks of, in Ids travels 1400 years ago, and of 
which there is still one in the fort at Allahabad, 
nnd three others in Kortli Uclmr, one in Tcrai, 
near to the frontiers of Ncpaul, the second not 
fur from BettiaU, and the third on the river Gau- 
daki. They have all the same inscriptions, in tho 
ancient Pali, or Deva-Mngaliii language, nnd the 
Ferozc-Cotclali has, also, inscriptions in Persian and 
Sanscrit. Tlie learned James Princep succeeded in 
deciphering that in the Pidi language. It is an* 
edict of A8-6-ko, the Bhoodist king of all India, 
who lived from 325 to 288 n.c., forbidding the 
destruction of living animals, and enforcing the 
obgcn'nncc of Bhoodism. 

The Fcrozc-Cotelali consists of one piece of 
brown granite ; it is ten feet in circumference, 
and, gradually tapering towards the summit, rises 
to the height of 42 feet. It is embedded in the 
platform of the completely mined palace. The sun 
was nearly setting when I arrived before these 
extensive ruins: 1 tied my horse to a portion of 
VOL. 1]. c 
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the standing Tvallj.and ckmbcred over ponderous 
arches and porticoes up to the' plateau. On this 
spot, standing before a monument more than two 
thousand years old, 17111011 reminded me of three 
great epochs of the history of India, that of the 
Bhoodists, of the Brahmins, fuid of thelloguls, sur- 
rounded by ruins, extending further than the eye 
could reach, iWth a view of Delhi, whose minarets 
and domes were gilded by the setting sun, — those 
times and nations could not fail to rise in a magic 
picture before my mind. 

A solemn silence reigned around ; only now and 
then the busy hum of life, scarcely audible, fell dull 
and distant on the ear from Delhi ; and, amid the 
abodes, where life and splendour obce held their 
sway, I saw a jackal prowl about in search of 
food. In such solitude man feels and acknowledges 
more than ever how perishable and transitory 
are his works; Iiow nations rise and pass away, and 
how the most exalted works of human invention 
sink into desolation. I involuntarily repeated — 
Was 5st <lctm dauerend in dcr W«lt zu seh^n ? 

Was stelit denn fest, ircnn Itom nicht konnte stcUen ?• 

I reached the camp just in time to accompany 
some friends to tlie city, where the Inst day of tlie 
Slohnrram (10th of Februftry) ^vna to be cele- 
brated. The hoxises of the principal inhabitants 
are open at this time to every body, and strangers 
arc received ivith much pleasure. Thcwell-lightcd 

• Can aught on earth’* vast «pnco e’er hope to stand, 

Staco IJofue haa «a«h bcaeath Ti/nc'a conquering hand ? 

Tn-issLATon. 
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ftpartmcnts arc ornamented with flowera, nnd laid 
with carpets. The master of the house, surrounded 
hy his famil}', sits upon an ottoman, salutes the 
company ns they enter ; Bayaderes nnd musicrans 
make their appearance, and sherbet nnd comfits 
nre lianded round ; •vvifilc visiters come in and go 
out at pleasure. 

In the streets the people — men, women, and 
children, in large processions — carry and accom- 
pany the tahats, preceded by musicians, elephants, 
torch-bearers, and a crowd with painted paper 
lanterns, images, flowers, and palm-branches. 
A\^iorovcr the tabat passes, the people sing nnd 
shout, and fireworks arc let off. Tliis bustle con- 
tinues till midnigiit, when perfect silence at onOe 
succeeds. 

On the following morning 1 took a. ride ns 
usual before sunrise, and now bent my course 
towards the observatory, in. the western part of 
the city. It was built in 1724, under lilahoinet 
Shah, by his minister and favourite, Jeysingh, Rajali 
of Jcypoor, who was celebrated for his love of astro- 
nomy. This observatory is about two miles west 
of- the city ; it lies in the midst of many mins ; but 
^ it was never completed, and has been, unhappily, 
so wantonly dilapidrTTcd by the Juts that the 
shattered mins alone arc to be seen. However, 
enough remains to show the plan of this fine build- 
ing: the colossal sim-dials and quadrants, which 
rest upon largo arches, are formed of red sandstone 
and bricks, and the ascent to them is by handsome 
winding • marble staircases. Besides this obscrv- 
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atory, Jeysiiigli erected four others in I^is Rajah- 
poot. His astronomical txibles, wliicli.Le completed 
in 1728, he called, in lionour of his imperial patron, 
“ The Tables of Slabomet Shah.” 

On my return, through the Delhi gate, J met my 
friend Captain West, "who invited me to view the 
palace of the Great hlogul. Captain Angelo, the 
commandant, ha^ng offered to show it to us. The 
present king is the twenty«sixth prince of his house 
since Timour (1413) raised his djmasty to the throne 
of Delhi, but whose sovereign power, m fact, ceased 
at the death of Aurungzebe, in 1707. When the 
English delivered Shah AUum, the grandfather‘’of 
the present king, from the power of thc'Mahrattas, 
in nothif^ th^n the palace 

and the lands around it, and an annual Sum of t^vo 
lacs of rupees. The British govcniment declared 
that, although it was under no obligation to pro* 
vide for his lilajesty, it would not only leave him 
in possession of his palace and his fan\iiy estate, 
but grant him an annual pension of twelve lacs, or 
120,000/. Shah Alium, a worthy old man, who 
had been blinded by Gholam Khndir, enjoyed the 
love of the inhabitants of Delhi, and all the Jla- 
hoiTietan princes of India manifested the same re- 
verence for him that liis poiverful ancestors hud 
possessed. Ho died in 1806, aged cighty-seven. 
Akbar Shah, his successor, diotl on the 28th of 
Septcnihcr, 1837, at the age of ciglity-twc». 

The present king (w'hose title is.Abul MozufTer 
S.xrajmldyn iralioincd Bahadur Shah JJadsha-I- 
Glmzic) is the inert} sliadowof a Jjrlnccj.nnd has 
lost the nfiection of liis people by his dissolute life 
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and hh qnarrclsomo temper: he is not on f'ood 
terms with his fiunily, and is constantly at variance 
with ills ministers. A few days'bcforc* our arrival, 
he was obliged to ask the assistance of the llritisli 
residents to cxjwjl the minister of his household 
from, his palace, wliich he would not leave of his 
own accord. lie has also had some vexation, at* 
tended witl» public scandal, In his liarcin, caused 
by one of the keepers, who had been bought as nu 
eunuch. The enraged king could not take von* 
gcanec ou the sjavc-inorclmnt, and lie dared not in* 
flict capital punishment on the pretended eunuch ; 
tlic only chastisement with wlucli he could visit him 
^Yas to have him hogged, at»d expelled from tlm 
palace. 

To the great regret of Ids family, .the King, 
who is in Ids sixty-iunth year, contacted a new 
marriage a few inontlis ago, and lately hud much 
correspondence with Sciiulla, as he is very anxious 
that he should send him a physician who, as his 
^itujcsty expresses it, possesses tlic iuvah\ablc art 
of exciting an appetite, which may cimidc a person 
to consume twenty pounds of provisions in a day ! 
It was still wueevtaiu whether the Unjulv of Owaliov 
Asdll spare this w’ondcrful man for any time. 

"Wlioever wisiies to wait on the King must apply 
to the miidster of the household, ami has to pay 
seventy or eighty rupees, for which ho receives 
a sabre which he cannot use, and a robe of honotir 
which he cannot wear. The King nppciira in public 
only twice a year, when he visits the .Tnuiina 
mosque and tlic grave of lloomaioon. lie tiled 
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tain Angelo, -who resides over tlie west gate. Enter- 
ing by this gate, wo proceeded through a high 
vaulted passage,, which is lighted from above, and 
isfurnished with niches on both sides; then, passing 
under a gateway, we entered the first court, which 
is 300 paces in length, and is enclosed by walls. 
This court is crossed from north to south by a 
narrow canal, which pMscs under the southern gate, 
and runs into the large moat. We traversed this - 
court, and passed, through the large eastern portal, 
into a quadrangle 200 paces in breadth. 

In this quadrangle is a pillared hall of wliite 
Tn{\rble, within jvhich the exterior throne is placed ; 
the fa 5 ade of the hall is formed by a double row* of 
twenty columris, in the Arabic-Byzantinc stylo, and 
the sides by eight columns. The throne itself is 
a marble seat, the back of which is adorned with 
arabesques in Florentine mosaic, amongst which an 
Orpheus, of precious stones, immediately above the 
throne, attracted our special attention. It is a 
picture eight feet high, and appears to be a* copy of 
some celebrated master-piece of the Italian school. 
Before tlus throne the Great Sloguls used to give 
audience to ambassadors and the principal men of 
the empire, who, upon such occasion, were always 
commanded to appear on elephants. The elephants 
had to march in a particular order, and were drami 
up behind a barrier, where there was room for about 
200 elephants. 

From this court we passed, through a small door 
on the north side, into another coxirt, which was 
paved uith W’hite marble, and led to the Dewan 
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gardens, and a small mosque, lie totlic nortli.^ ^1 
tlicsG buildings are of ■u’liitc marble, and are inlaid 
■vvitli mosaic, composed of precious stories : the wliole 
presents a combination of splendour and elegance ; 
the manifold variety of patterns On tlic pillars, bal- 
conies, and halls display the most admirable skill 
and taste; several parts are, however, so decayed that 
some of the apartments and hatlis cannot be used. 
The garden too, in the centre of which arc a basin 
and several fountains, has been deprived of all its 
original beauty by tasteless additions and alter- 
ations. 

• Before the entrance to the rcsidencc'of the Great 
ilogul a pair of scales are suspended over a stone 
seat, to indicate that justice alone is administered 
in these apartments. As we entered the halls 
which lead to tlie king’s apartments we saw a 
rhapsodist, who was sitting l^fore the bedchamber 
of the Great Mogul, and relating tales in a loud 
voice. A simple curtain was hung between him 
- and the king, who was lying on a couch, and whom 
these tales were to lull to sleep. We descended hy 
a flight of steps into the garden, which lies on the 
hanks of the Jumna, and is adorned by every variety 
of flowers, and some largo tamarind and banyan 
trees; doves also are kept here for the special 
amusement of the aged king, who enjoys the plea- 
sure of an excursion on the Jumna (which is here 
900 feet in breadth) every morning and evening. 

We concluded our interesting inspection of tliis 
remarkable palace by visiting the residence of 
Captain aVngclo. We ascended the tower, •which 



24 • 


TOE PAliACE. 


Kims, the chief hall of audience : this hall is also of 
■wliitc marble, and the vaulted ceiling is supported 
by thirty-tTVO marlde pillars in .double files. In 
the centre of the Dcwan Khas once stood the cele- 
brated peacock throne: it ^ras composed of massive 
plates of gold, covered irith diamonds, rubies, erne- 
raids, and pearls ; on either side was placed a golden 
peacock, wliose expanded tails TOre composed of 
jewels; and above this most splendid throne in the 
world was a parrot, as large as life, cut out of a 
single emerald. Tavernier,' the jeweller, who saw 
the throne immediately after it was completed, 
valued it at six millions and a half sterling. Timpur 
the Tartar carried off the most precious of the 
stones, a ruby of e.xtraordinary size abd beauty, and 
all the other jewels were taken by Kadir Shah to 
Persia. At present there is only a simple seat, 
standing on a Iiigh Kase; thin plates of gold, 
adorned with wortUess stones and pearls, cover this 
throne, above which there is a canopy supported by 
silver pillars. On the sides are inscribed, in Arabic 
characters, the following words: “ If a paradise ever 
existed on earth, it is here, it is here, it is here! " 

Three very elegantly-wrought latticed marble 
windows look out upon the Jumna : in the centre 
window there is an opening, at which the Great 
Sfoguls used to sit, and from which they alone had 
the privilege of enjoying the prospect over the 
fertile valley below. 

The marble palaces of the king and of his wives, 
lie along the river, to tlic south of the Dewnn Kbas ; 
and the residences of the princes, the baths and the 
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gartlcns, nnd a smaU moselle, lie to tiic nortli.^ Ml 
tlicsc Mtlings arc of ■wlute marUe, and arc inlaid 
mosaic, composed of precious stotics : tlie wliolc 
presents a coniliinalion of splendour and elegance , 
tliG manifold variety of patterns on tlic idllars, bal- 
conies, and liaUs display the most admirable skill 
and taste; severaJ. parts arc, however, so decayed tluit 
some of the apartments and baths cannot be used. 

• The garden too, in the centre of which arc a basin 
and several fountains, has heen deprived of all its 
original beauty by tasteless additions and alter- 
ations. 

• Before the entrance to the rcsidencc'of the Great 


Mogul a pair of scales arc suspended over a stone 
seat, to indicate tluat justice alone is administered 
in these apartments. As we entered the Jialls 
which lead to the king’s apartments we saw' n 
rhapsodist, who was sitting before the bedchamber 
of the Great ^logul, and relating tales in a loud 
voice. A simple curtain was hung between him 
. and the king, who was lying on a couch, and wdiom 


these tales were to lull to sleep. IVe descended by' 
a flight of steps into the garden, ivluch lies on tlic 
banks of the Jumna, and is adorned hy every variety 
of flowers, and some lui^c tamarind and banyan 
trees; doves also arc kept licrc for the special 
amusement of the aged king, who enjoys the rdca- 

00 feet m bMdtli) every morning and evening. 

'' interesting inspection of tlii« 
remartaHe palace by vUiling the reside., eo ^ 
Cap, am .\ngdo. We ascended tl.e ton-e.-, n-biel! 
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gardens, and a small mosque, lie to the north*^ All 
these huilclings are of while marhlc, and are inlaid 
with mosaic, composed of precious slopes : the 'whole 
presents a comhination of splendour and elegance ; 
the manifold -variety of patterns on the pillars, hal- 
conies,- and halls ^splay the most admirable skill 
and taste ; severrd parts are, however, so decayed that 
some of the apartments and baths cannot be used. 
The garden too, in the centre of wliieh arc a basin 
and several fountains, has been deprived of all its 
original beauty by tasteless additions and alter- 
ations. 

• Before the entrance to the residence' of the Great 
ISilogul a pair of scales arc suspended over a stone 
scat, to indicate that justice alone is administered 
in these apartments. As we entered the halls 
which lead to the king’s apartments we saw o 
rimpsodUt, who was sitting before the bedchamber 
of the Great Iklogul, and relating tales in a loud 
voice. A simple curtain was hung between him 
• aud the king, who was lying on a couch, and whom 
these talcs were to lull to sleep. We descended by 
a flight of steps into the garden, which lies on the 
hanks of the Jumna, and is adorned by every variety 
of flowers, and some large tamarind and banyan 
trees; doves also arc kept here for the special 
amusement of the aged king, who enjoys the plea- 
sure of an excursion on the Jumua (which is here 
900 feet in breadth) every morning and evening. 

M 0 concluded out interesting inspection of this 
Tcmarkahlc palace by visiting the residence of 
Captain Angelo. We ascended the tower, which 
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rises above if, whence we enjoyed n complete pano- 
mmft of Dcllii and ifs environs, witlj n view of the 
Chundcri Choak, The Jninme tno«quc glittered 
high above the dense mass of houses, and beyond it 
lay a boundless barren tract, covered with innume- 
rable ruins; to the nortit were sevcnil villages 
interspersed witii green corn-fields, and the can- 
tonments surroxinded hy a small grove, while the 
riew ovtT the ^•fllley of the Jnmna was perfectly 
enchanting. The palace itself, in which nearly 7000 
persons dwell, has indeed a magnificent appearance, 
but the impression is sadly marred by numerous 
clay huts which arc erected on the outer side of the 
courts. 

One of the greatest curiosities of Dcllii is the 
Coottub-Minar, which is fifteen miles from the city, 
and is a conspicuous object at a grc.at distance. This 
celebrated pillar was erected in 11D3 by Coottub- 
ud-Dccn, the founder of the Ghoorldes, who over- 
threw the throne of the Brahmins in Delhi, in com- 
memoration of the triumph of JIahometonism over 
Bndiminisra. 

I was of course anxious to obtain a closer riew of 
this monument, .and accordingly started from our 
camp at daybreak on tlie 13th, accompanied by a 
camel suwar. The morning was bright and cool, 
the thermometer being only' at 49“ Fahrenheit 
before sunrise. I rode round tlie west side of the 
city, past the camp of the Rajahs, and then tra- 
versed the tract of mins and desolation in their 
entire extent, the Coottub-llinar rising nobly in the 
back-ground. 



MAUSOLEUM OF SEFDAE JUNCj 

I halted at the mausoleum of 
ovder to 'view this hatidsomc ■monuntcn^i^^S^i • 
coiitaius the mortal remains of a near relatuMw^ 
the royal house of Oudc. The sepulchre is built of 
white marhle and red sandstone, x)lac(?d in^ alter- 
nate parallel perpendicular stripes; it consists of 
a large dome, surrounded by arcades, in ibe centre of 
which is an octagon: here the marble sarcophagus 
containing the corpse is placed ; the whole is covered 
with a second story, which projects and covers the 
splendid coffin. The cornices of the building be- 
yond the platform are omainented ^vith small towers, 
Vnp o5 whic’n aih supported ^ tiTjg’olm’i 

pillars, and finished with delicate mioarcts. The 
garden is pretty well kept up, and full of 
beautiful aromatic fiowers ; but the basins and the 
fountains, which oned jetted their cool waters into 
the air, have fallen into decay. 

The sun was just rising when I stood on one of 
the highest towers, with the garden and its rich 
pastures at luy feet ; wild peacocks -vvere sporting 
amid the Ilowcr-betls, and beyond th® garden lay 
an endless succession of nuns, ■with Dellii in the 
hack-ground. Profound and solemn repose rested 
over this quiet and solitary scene, -vvhich seemed 
formed by nature for the resting-place of the 
mortal remains of man ; but it is to he lamented 
that the living pay so little respect to the me- 
mory of the dead, and deny them this repose. 
Every where the finest monuments esliibit traces 
of sacrilege, and this sacrilege is not committed 
by the Hindoos, hut by the MahoTnetans them- 
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rises ftbovc it, whence we enjoyed n complete pano* 
rama of Delhi and its environs, with a view of the 
Clmndcri Clioak. The .Tamma mosque glittered 
high al>ovc the dense mass of houses, and beyond it 
lay ft boundless barren tract, covered with innume- 
rable ruins; to the north Averc several villages 
interspersed Avith green corn-fields, and the can- 
tonments surrounded hy a small grove, Avliilc the 
view over the valley of the Jumna was perfectly 
enchanting. The p.alace itself, in Avhich nearly 7000 
persons dwell, has indeed a magnificent appearance, 
but the impression is sadly marred by numerous 
clay huts which arc erected on the outer side of the 
courts. 

One of the greatest ciiriositias of Delhi is the 
Coottub-Minar, which Is fifteen miles from the city, 
and is a conspicuous object at a great distance. This 
celebrated pillar was erected in 1103 by Coottub- 
ud-Dccn, the founder of the Ghooridcs, who over- 
threw the throne of the Brahmins in Delhi, in com- 
memoration of the triumph of Slahomctanism over 
Brahminism. 

I was of course anxious to obtain a closer vieAV of 
this monument, and accordingly started from our 
camp at daybreak on the 13tb, accompanied by a 
camel suwar. The morning was bright and cool, 
the thermometer being only* at 49“ Fahrenheit 
before sunrise. I rode round tlie west side of the 
city, past the camp of the Kajahs, and then tra- 
versed the tract of ruins and desolation in their 
entire extent, the Coottub-lJinar rising nobly in the 
back-ground. 
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merited wUli clcplinnts’ heads; and a careful ob- 
server might here trace some isolated momenta of 
the history of an age long since past, 'and of ^vhicll 
so little is known. A. longer stay than I was 
enabled to make is however indispensable to au 
investigation of this kind^ and I was forced to 
content myself with a cursory view. In one of the 
courts is an ancient iron pillar thirty feet high, 
with Sanscrit and Arabic inscriiitions, on which 
the tyrant i^adir Siinh, in a passion, struck a 
violent blow with a hatchet, the mark of whicli 
still remains, 

‘’After I luid spent some hours among these re- 
markable ruins, my guide conducted mu, by a 
winding staircase of 383 steps, to the summit of 
the Coottub-^linar, wluch is surrounded by an iron 
gallery. But how shall I describe the prospect 
that now lay before me, for all that 1 had hitherto 
seen of Delhi and its environs in distinct portions 
now appeared in one grand panorama. There lay 
the ruins of palaces, villas, mosques, sepulchres, 
caravansaries, and gardens of hygonc ages, among 
the remains of which ICO cupolas and toivers may 
still be distinguished! Delhi, with its dazzling 
white marble domes and minarets, and the river 
Jumna flooring in the verdant valley, bounded the 
fcoinbrc pictux’c. I sat for a full hour gazing on 
the scene where there is so much to engage the 
mind of man, and wheTc thousands of years speak 
the language of warning and, instruction. My 
guide, a handsome Hindoo, stood ns lost in con- 
templation as myself, and at length interrupted the 
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fcolvc*, who perpetrate the grentest ravage?/ and 
do not filiow the slightest regard to the memoiy 
of their ancestors; indeed they leave it to the 
Ihjglish to protect and repair their mosques, tombs, 
niul palaces. 

About eight o'clock r stood before tliclofty Coottub- 
Jlinar: It tshtcilt of very fine, hard red sandstone, is 
C2 feet in diameter at the hnsc, and rises to the 
height of 2G5 feet; it is divided into tlircc stories, 
and the upper gallcrj' is elevated 212 feet G inches 
oIkivc the ground. This column, which is the 
highest in the world, was intended by Coottub-uth 
Peon to mark tlic entrance to a ino«quc w/itcli pile 
purposed building. TJjg lower storj' is about 90 
fcct’high, and is built in alternate angular and 
concave channelings, on wdiich sentences from tlio 
Koran arc inscribed in raised Arabic cliarnctcrs; the 
otlier two stories consist of concave flutings only, 
and diminish gradually to the summit. The whole 
is croAvned by a small dome, Avhich is-supported by 
eight square pillars: this dome was shattered by 
an earthquake in the year 1803, but has been re- 
stored by the English in its original form. 

The column sh-inds in the midst of some very 
ancient Bhoodist and Hindoo buildings tmd JIaho- 
metan ruins. The colossal gates and columns, and 
the bold vaults of the former, still indicate an age 
of great prosperity, which intended to immortalise 
its faith and its liistoiy by the grandest works of 
art. On the cornices are sculptures, representing 
the processions of their kings, similar to those of 
the princes of our times. The pilasters are oma- 
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.incnted with elephants’ heads; and n carclul oh- 
serv'cr might here trace some isolated inomciits of 
tlie history of an age long sinwi past, and of which 
so little is known. A longer stay than I was 
enabled to make is however indispensable to an 
investigation of this kind, and I was forced to 
content myself with a cursory view. In one of the 
courts is an ancient iron pillar thirty feet high, 
with Sanscrit and Arabic inscriptions, on which 
the tyrant Nadir Shah, in a passion, struck a 
violent blow ndth a hatchet, tlie mark of whicli 
still remains. 

”Aftor I had spent some hours among thc«o re- 
markable ruins, my guide conducted me, by a 
winding staircase of 383 steps, to the summit of 
the Coottub-SIinar, witich is surrounded by an iron 
gallery. But how shall I describe the prospect 
that now lay before me, for all that 1 bad liitborto 
seen of Delhi and its environs in distinct portions 
now appeared in one grand panorama. There lay 
the ruins of palaces, \'iUas, mosques, sepulchres, 
caravansaries, and gardens of bygone ages, among 
the remains of which ICO cupolas and toAvers may 
still he distinguished! Delhi, with its dazzling 
■white marble domes and minarets, and the river 
Jumna flooring in the verdant valley, bounded the 
sombre picture. I sat for a full hour gazing on 
the scene where there is so much to engage the 
mind of man, and where thousands of years speak 
the language of warning and instruction. My 
guide, a handsome Hindoo, stood as lost in con- 
templation as myself, and at length interrupted the 
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Bolcmn silence, b3' saying, “ Sahib, here nothing is 
durable j much tribulntion and little joy: the 
living thought only of reposing after death in splcn* 
did sepulchres, and their descendants have tliought 
only of destroying what wis intended for eternity.” 

I arrived at onr camp just in time to witness 
some interesting Durbars held by the Governor 
General. Two pieces of cannon and a battalion 
of infantry were stationed ns usual in the 
principal street to do* honour to the princes on 
their entry. The first who apjieared %vns the 
Rajah of Dhoolpoor Bniy; he was attended by a 
train resembling that of the Rajah of BhurfpoSr, 
and lihe h/ni is a Jut prince, but he hns a reyenuo 
of only five or six Ucs. lie was accompanied by 
Ids only son, an infant of eighteen months’, and 
twenty-sis sirdars and ministers. After him the 
nobles of Delhi arri\'ed on elejdmnfs and in palan- 
quins ; among them were ancient ministers of the 
Great Moguls, some sirdars, and the principal 
banhers : meet of them were very aged men, and 
so infirm that they were obliged to be supported 
by their sons. They jKiid their respects severally, 
bowing very low, and were presented with gold 
chains, strings of pearls, or shawls, and received 
ottnr of roses and betel-nut. 

The most interesting ceremony of the day was 
the investiture of the new Rajah of Jhytpoor, 
a tall, handsome man, in the prime of life. He 
was to be invested with the little principality 
of that name in Bimdlecund, because the late 
Rajah had rebelled against fiie English, and fled. 
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and vras subsequently deposed. "Wlicii called to 
tlie throne ho ivas in extreme poverty, and some 
friends had even lent him elephants and suwars 
for to-day’s ceremony. He listened ■\rith great 
attention to the document of tlus investiture, udiicli 
^vas read to him by a Baboo in the presence of the 
Governor-General. At the rnoincnt when he affixed 
it to his turban,, as a sign that he would engage to 
perform what it required of him, the first gun was 
fired, announcing his new dignitj', and the band 
struck up “ God save the Queen.” A valuable 
sabre, shield, and armlets were presented to him, 
and a pearl chain was hung about his neck. This 
investiture with the princely dignity, or rather tills 
. creation of an Indian Rajah, was equally novel and 
solemn, and seemed to make n considerable im- 
pression on the new sovereign. * 

The last day which I spent at Delhi (the 14tb 
of February) I went witli Colonel Aaliburnham, 
on a fine bright morning, to visit the tomb of the 
Emperor Hootnaioon. It is tlic mausoleum of the 
father of Akbar the Great, and lies five miles to the 
south of the city. I\'e proceeded along a dusty 
road, bordered with acacias, past the Feroze-Cotelah, 
to the old fort: nothing remains of this but a 
decayed mosque and the ruins of the walls, which 
were forty feet high, and have projecting round 
towers : several small mean huts have been erected 
hy the peasants within these walls. 

Froceeding two miles beyond the fort, we reached 
tlic tomb of Hoomaioon, which lies on the left side 
of the road, at the entrance of a village; it is the 
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largest and Imndsomcst of the Bcpulchral montt- 
inents of Delhi. A tall gate of red sandstone leads 
to the garden, in the centre of which this immense 
building is situated. There arc but few traces of 
the choice flowers formerly ctiltivated here, or of 
the fountains which used to cool the air. 

The mausoleum is built of red sandstone and 
white marble, and is tivo stories high, ^rith a large, 
lofty, vaulted liull, and many niches in the lower 
story and in several ap.artmcnts of the upper story. 
The exterior of this magnificent edifice is adorned 
with domes, supportc<l by square pillars, irith 
arabesques and sculptures. Here, too, the Byzsn- 
tinc'Arabic stylo prevails, though the arches and, 
vaulted roofs approximate to the Moorish. The 
sarcophagi of the emperor and his consort are of 
wliite marble, nvith arabesques and Arabic inscrip- 
tions, and stand in the centre of tiie large hall ; tlioso 
of his family are in the smaller ap.artmcnts, and 
some of his ministers have had the honour of being 
allowed to have their mortal remains deposited on 
the outer platform of tlie building. 

IJoomaioon's tomb is on a small eminence, cora- 
manding the surrounding country. T\'alked a 

long time about the decayed, desolate apartments, 
and were muclx pleased with the prospect from one 
of the niches, comprising, in the foreground, the 
tract covered with ruins, and beyond it the re- 
markable city, washed by the broad stream of the • 
Jumna. Some hundred, paces from this mausoleum, 
overshadowed by tamarind and fig trees, are the 
marble tombs of several saints, of which that of 
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Kizam-ud'Decn is tlie most * remarkfiblc, nnd is 
especially distingulsbcd by its very elegant ara- 
besques and filagree work, executed in beautiful 
white marble. 

Several fakirs and idlers bad. taken up their 
abode near these tombs: some did not suffer flicm- 
selves to be disturbed in their devotions, while 
others came forwjard and offered themselves as 
guides. There is a walled tank fifty feet deep, in 
which the boys of the neighbouring villages exhibit 
their skill in diving. On our arrival they hogged 
us to throw a piece of money into the pond, into 
which they plunged, head-foremost, and in a few 
moments brought it up again out of the dirty water. 

Soon after our return to the camp, the Governor 
General went to ^*isit the Rajah of Bvckanrcc, and we 
joined iu his suite. As the Rajah bad encamped 
several miles to the west, onr elephants were sent 
on before, and we drove to the place of meeting. 
When we had passed the cantonments, arid were 
climbing over the bare, rocky eminence, we were 
shouai the place where Shamshoudin, Kawab of 
Ferozpoor, caused the universally esteemed iMr. 
Frazer to be murdered, fifteen years before, by 
hired assassins. AVbcther jealousy was .the cause 
of this crime, as some affirm, or whether it arose 
from Frazer’s having often very seriously and im- 
peratively warned the Nawab to refrain from 
unjust proceedings, is not ascertained: however, 
Sliamshoudin and his accomplices were brought to 
trial, and the great nobles of Delhi witnessed the 
unheard of event, of seeing the Kawab, with the 
VOL. ir. D 
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nssas«ins, hanged on f hccity iralls. ShainshoutViii's 
OAvii brother is snul to have passed sentence of 
death \tpon him, declaring that his brother dcscn'ctl 
no better fate, l>ccan.se he had committed to others 
the vengeance •which it was his duty to Iiavc ex- 
ecuted himself. 

The nearer wo approached the Unjah’s camp, tlic 
more animated the road become ; at a sliort dis- 
tance before it the Rajali, Imnic in a talct-i-rawan, 
surrounded by Ida noldes and many of his people, 
cnino to meet the Governor Gcncml, and a salute 
of artillery announced the moment of their meeting. 
There ■was something very original and wild in this 
reception, for tlie Unjah being carriMl in a takt-i- 
rawan, while we were mounted upon olcplmnts, his 
bearers were obliged to exert themselves to the 
utmost to keep up u-itb Lord lilJenboroiighj and 
the crowding.numingjandsliouting of innumerable 
Smears and sen'anfs, picscntcd a most no^’cl scene. 

We aliglited from our elephants before the 
canopy of the reception tent; beautiful carjKjts 
covered the ground, and various draperies adorned 
the large tent. We sat in ann-chairs on the right 
hand of the Knjali, and his nobles on the left. The 
presents intended for the Governor General -^vere 
brought at the commencement of the conversation ; 
they consisted of shawls, silks, and jewels — veiy 
rich gifts from so poor a prince. After this, severd, 
Bayaderes came in, accompanied by a dancer, the 
first man whom I have seen dance in India. They 
wore the usual dress of these womeii : their 
omaments were very valuable ; and their dance, 
though rather gfacof\iI,'wa9, however, a very mono- 
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toRous flttd spvinglng moveittcnt: tlic man was by no 
means attractive, and Ids leaps approaclicd tbe bur- 
lesfiuc. 'UTiile his Ilighness presented Lord Ellen- 
borough with the ottar of roses and betel nut, lus 
brother, withmuch ccrcmon}»,did us the same honour. 
We took leave at sunset; and our return home was 
rendered extremely unpleasant by thick clouds of 
dust, which so completely enveloped us, that we 
could not distiiTguisli each other, and our elephants, 
in order to refresh themselves, kept constantly 
sprinkling their bodies with water, of which wc 
received a due share. 

The preparations for my departure to Agni now 
occupy every spare moment, so tiiat I can only 
send you a few particulars respecting the tempe- 
rature. I have attempted here, according to 
Boussingault’s method, to ascertain the mean 
temperature of Delhi, and, with all precautions 
to prevent the pressure of external air, bored a 
hole eighteen inches deep in the groxmd, into winch 
t sunk the thermometer. At the expiration of 
half an hour, the mercuiy was at 67^° Fahrenheit, 
which seems to testify in favour of the correctness 
of Boussingault’s assertion. I intend to repeat this 
experiment at Calcutt.a, which is much nearer to 
the tropic. During the last fortnight of my 
residence here, the mercury has risen very regularly 
nearly one degree every day ; for, on the 4th Feb- 
ruary wc had in the morning 48®, at noon 75®, and 
in the evening 04® Fahrenheit ; whereas, on the 
15th, it was in the morning 56®, at noon 80^®, and 
in the evening 71®. * ‘ 



SG 


DKi'AnTum: rou aoiia. 


LETTi:U IX. 

TO CAni. i:iTn:ir. 

,Toumey in n iialnnqitin to Agra , — The teeiifry heUeeen 
Delhi iinil Agra. — Deteription of Ap-n. — ‘The Tavje 
MnhnL — The tomb of JUhnauiI-uiUDmclah . — The 
^anient on theAutnna, anti the Itnm Bnu^h,— The fort of 
A^rti, or Atbrrahntl . — The Mootee Mosque.— SecMndrO. 

The tomb of AUbur the Great.— The orphan atijlum.— 
The police in the fh'striet if Ayra. — Marriages, and 
tnarringe cxistoms of the Indians.'.— Journep to Futtlhpoor. 
—Sihra.— The runts if the palace ofAlilnr the Great.— 
History of llhurtpoor . — 2'he city and our recqttion there, 
— Chase of antelopes tcUh leopards.— Journey to Deey 
and Mathura . — Deturn to Ayra. 

Agra, 2lBt februnr^, 1813. 

You liavc accompanied me in my wanderings to 
the moment when rettiming from, the camp of the 
Rajah at Bickanrec; I was ohliged to break off in 
my letter from Delhi to make preparations to con- 
tinue my journey. •'The many proofs of kindness 
and friendship wliich 1 received from all quarters 
made it painful to take leave of such dear friends; 
but it is a happy feature in the character of the 
Englishmau, that he preserves an attachment, which 
he has once conceived, daring liis whole life. To 
his practical good sense, his d^ire to acquire solid 
knowledge., and his elevated moral standar4. 
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land is indebted for her greatness and her power. 

I have never seen these virtues so predominant ns 
in this country. 

Tiie more I learn of 'England’s mode of govern- 
ment here, the more 1 am compelled to admire the 
talent of the English for colonisation. It is an 
error to suppose that the Eritisb power in India 
has attained its meridian height; on the contrary, 
there are every where indications Of a further de- 
velopment, founded on duration and stability ; 
,but it may he affirmed, Avith equal confidence, that 
this immense empire is very far from having at- 
tamed Us concentrated form, and reached Us 
estreme boundary. It is not in the power of 
the English -to say^ So far we will go, and no 
further — the necessity of securing their own 
existence mil compel them to make the Indus, or 
rather the Soliman mountains and the chain of the 
Himalaya, their boundary, and entirely to subdue 
the kingdoms in the interior. 

Want of nationality among the Indians, the 
despotic government of their princes, and the 
degenerate morals of their courts, ^rill favour the 
attainment of this end, and the more gradually it 
is done, the less will be the sacrifices and the more* 
. inconsiderable the dangers. 

As travelling in India when the hot mnds blow, 
is dangerous to the health, and attended with groat 
privations, I was obliged to hasten, in order to 
reach Calcutta before that season set in : I there- 
fore, sold my horses, tents, nnd other effects here, 
, discharged my servants, and i-esolved to travel by 
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dnwk.* Tins is tijo usiinl mode of trnvellin" in 
Indin ; but this fceins the more inconccivnUe, 
because tiicre is a road from this cjtj* to Calcutta 
wJiicli rnny coin|K!te wth the best in b!uro|>c. 
With some sacrifices on (ho jiart of the govern- 
ment, it -would be easy to establish a ■\vaggon post,, 
drami by oxen or horses ; it is alleged, however, 
that for some years it would be used only by the 
English, the natives being vciy unwilling to deviate 
from the customs which have prevailed from the 
most onejent times. Thus, tlicn, persons and 
letters, with the exception of short distances, arc 
fonvanlcd only by men. « 

On these dawk roads, arc small houses (dawk 
Iningalo-ws) at intervals of cvciy twenty miles, in 
which the traveller, for a nipce per day, finds nc- 
conunodation and attendance, and may refresh 
himself with a bath ; but some necessaries, such ns 
tea, sugar, wine, and bread, he must take with him 
in bis palanquin. As there arc no inns whatever, 
the traveller in India is compelled to have recourse 
to the hospitality of the Englbh, which, in truth, 
cannot have been exercised to a greater extent 
in tlie earliest times of our ancestors than it is here 
'in the present day. Evciy where, even without 
letters of recommendation, you find tho most hearty 
welcome, and the most hospitable rece2)tion. The 
longer the guest is pleased to remain, the greater 
is the satisfaction which he gives to Hs Iiost. 

• Dawk, pronounced dork, is the name given to travelling in 
a pnlantjuin. Tbo Indian goremment Las noiv Lad pahnquin 
carriages made, wIiicL arc drawn by men. 
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Tct 1 have often tliouglit, however nnwUrmgly it 
might i)c o\^Ticd, that it must be a great burden 
upon those w’ho arc particularly noted for tlieir 
hospitality. 

1 had engaged eight bearers to carry iny palan- 
c[uin, and six for the doolcc of my attendant 
AVerncr. Besides tliosc, 1 had four Banghybiirdai's 
(inci^ who arc cacli obliged to carry iorty'jmvmd 
weight, in small wooden or tin boxes, culled Pe* 
taros, with the help of a long bamboo cane, resting 
on the shoulder,) and two Massalchies or torch- 
hearers. For my jounicy to Agra, 137 1111110.“}, I 
had to pay 140 rupees, which is equal to the 
expense of travelling post tvith six horses in our 
countrj'. 

On the 15tli, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, I left 
our camp, attended with the good wshes and 
blessings of all my friends. Tlicrc arc two roads 
to Agra, the shortest, which is tlic worst, by way 
of Mathura, and the better one by w.ay of Alighur. 
I, of course, chose the* latter; my hearers carried 
me at a rapid pace, through the Cashmire gate, 
and past the palace, immediately behind which a 
bridge of boats, which is taken up in the niiny 
season^ is laid across the Jumna. After crossing 
tins bridge, we proceeded a full mile when we 
reached a road bordered with trees. This road Is 
made of Cancar, a compost of gravel, loom, and 
• clay, which Is found in most parts of India, from 
three to four feet below the surface of tlio ground ; 
it gradually becomes hard,mnl is the best material 
. that can be employed for this pv\rpose. From 
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Agra to Delhi there arc twelve stages, the longest 
fourteen, tlic shortest ten miles. An express ac- 
quaints the post-masters hcforchand of the appraach 
of travellers, so that the new hearers arc abvaj's 
found ready. I was, liowevcr, advised not to give 
any gratuity when the palanquin was set domi to 
change the hearers : this is said to ho the best 
means of preventing a delay; for if any such occurs, 
the traveller must pay the' heavers at all the fol- 
lowing stages for their lost time. 

The country between Dcllu and Agra is perfectly 
level, and for the most part cultivated: at this 
• tltne the sight of luxuriant fields of wheat and 
barley, was very refreshing to the cyo, and an 
unclouded sky with bright moonlight favoured my 
journey, When we met with any travellcra we 
saluted each other, calling out Jiauiy ram! and 
whenever wo approached a new stage all the 
bearers set up a shrill ciy to announce that they 
were coming. After the usual salutations, and n 
few questions, the bearers, panting and blowing, 
proceeded rapidly; the torcU-bcarer runs by the 
side, occasionally feeding his cotton^torcli with oil, 
which he carries -with him in a wooden bottle, or 
a bamboo cane, and the oldest of this indefatigable 
crew, on taking leave, adds a petition for money ; 
“ Sahiby halskick ” (sir, a present, n gift), is the 
petition reiterated at every stage. 

It may he easily conceived that travelling in n 
palanquin is most disagreeable, however luxu- 
rious it may appear to be. At the little tOAvii 
of Alighur, wliich is surrounded by a wall, 
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nnd in tlic middle of wliich rise the minarets and 
cupolas of a mosque, I took some refreshments 
in the bungalow. Pipul, tamarinds, and Xeem 
trees, and the gardens of the bimgalou-s, to the 
north of llic place, give n picturesque appearance 
to the flat country. After stopping for nearly an 
hour, I was again on my journey; the landscape 
was every where the same ; a level groimd, the 
uniformity of which Avas only broken by groups of 
fine trees. Some miles from Agra there is another 
bridge of boats, leading to the right bank of the 
Jumna, and at six in the morning of the 17th of 
February, I Avaa in the bungalow of 3[r. Piddle; 

I had themfore travelled this long distance, carried 
by men, in tbirtyminc hours, being nearly three 
miles and a half an hour. 

Before I give you an account of my proceedings 
here, permit me, in the first place, to prefix ageneral 
sketch of the former residence of Akbar the Groat. 
Agra is built on the right bank of the Jumna, 
which here makes a bend towards the west, in 
27® 12' N. L. and 78® 17' E. L. from Greenwich : 
Anewed from the river-side it presents a A'ery 
picturesque appearance, and towards the fort it- 
self it has an imposing effect. Low, calcareous 
liills form a semicircle reund the tOAvn: on the 
soutli side are the bungalows and barracks of the 
military; on the opposite side those of the civil 
officers, and tlie government buildings. The 
numerous gardens in which banyan trees, fi" 
trees, tamarinds, mimosas, and acacias, with their 
various foliage, form a tluck shade, and the juads 
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pliintcd ■with trees, wWcli Irav'crsc tlic canton- 
mentB round the town, give the ■wliole place the 
appearance of a tract covered witli Bmall gx’ovcs. 

The city itself, -which numbers 05,250 inhabitants, 
(of whom 47,300 arc Hindoos, and 17,950 are 
Mahometans,) and 10,000 troops- with their ser- 
vants, is four miles In length and three in breadth. 
The houses arc for the most part built of red sand- 
stone, some arc painted white, and others of 
various colours, and arc three or four stories high. 
A handsome broad street, paved with tings, crosses 
the city from north to south, beginning at the fort, 
and ending at the JIathura gate ; tlvc otli'cr streets 
arc narro-w indeed, but they possess the unwonted 
luxury of being very clean. The bazars, most of 
which arc only eight feet wdo, arc in the principal 
street, and hero is constantly a busy crowd, and 
much bustle from morning till niglit, just as in the 
Cliandrie Choak in Dellii. 

*• The trade, however, is not so great as it appears 
to be ; tbc inhabitants are in gencnil poor, and only 
a few "incrchants and bimkcrs carry on, a more 
extensive business. The merchants reside chiefly 
on the banks of the Jumna near the custom house, 
where, there arc considerable magazines of cotton 
and salt: the latter article is not allowed to be 
manufactured on the left bank of the Jumna, and 
the duty on it produces nearly six lacs every year, 
whereas the duty on. cotton, most of whicli comes 
from Gwalior, Jcypoor, and Bhurtpoor, produces 
scarcely three lacs, nay, in 1830-40 only one lac 
and 300 rupees. The total revenue of the custom 
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house Is between nine and ten lacs annually. Agra 
caiTies on also a pretty considerable trade in 
kalabatum, a kind of gold lace, which is much in 
favour with the Indians. . ' 

The gardens of the bungalows, some of which 
are laid out with much care and^ taste, are a great 
ornament to the environs ; but as they must be 
kept constantly watered, it is difficult to presen'e 
tbe flowers in perfection : and a team of oxen 
required for this purpose, costs twelve rupees per 
month. Good water, too, is scarce, that of most of 
the well| being brackish. In the time of the hot 
■winds from April to the end of June, the climate 
is almost intolerable to Europeans ; ns soon, how- 
ever, as the rainy season sets in, the air becomes 
more pleasant ; and in October, when refreshing 
dew or mist rises in the morning, the colder 
season gradually comes on. All nature then 
appears in the most luxuriant splendour and 
freshness ; the countiy is adorned with the most 
lovely verdure, and the most beautiful flowers, and 
the air is filled with the balsamic perfume df roses, 
violets, and myrtles. In tins season, when the deep 
azure sky is niwn3's clear and serene, the European 
feels himself inspired with new life and vigour ; niul 
in December, when friends nsseinblc in social con- 
verse in the evening around the fire, thej' are more 
than ever reminded of their native land. 

My first excursion was to t!ic Taujc !Mahal, or 
the Diamond of Seraglios, the most beautiful edifice 
iu India. It is situated n mile to the soiitli of tlie 
city, ch^e to t}ie Jinnita, uw# ifiitlt by (he cnc’ 
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pcror Shah Jehan, in honour of his hclovct] consort 
Jluintaz llflhah Ttlumtaz Mnlial is indebted to her 
virtue and to her beauty, for this splendid monii* 
ment; for when she died at the birth of her only 
child, the emperor vowed that be would erect a 
monument to her which should proclaim to all ages 
his devoted affection, and her incomparable renomi. 

AVe rode along' the bank of the river by n road 
made during the famine in 1838, and passed the 
mins of the palaces in which the nobles resided 
during the reign of iVkbar the Great. Here are 
walls so colossal and solid, that they arc presented 
in'spitc of all the violence whicb tbey have Buffered : 
SvQ saw pieces ten feet thick united by a cement 
which nothing but gunpowder can break up. 

VTe perceived at a considerable distance tins 
diamond of the buildings of the world, which from 
the dazzling whiteness of the marble, of which this 
magnificent sepulchre is built, looks like an en- 
chanted castle of burnished silver. It is a lofty dome, 
surroupded by fonr minarets 120 feet in height, and 
of such admirable workmanship, that tlic tvhole is 
in perfect preservation j except that a few crevices 
"were caused by the earthquake in 1803, whicb 
have, however, been carefully filled up with cement. 
■NVe entered on the cast side through a lofty vaulted 
gate, adorned with mosaics, into the exterior court, 
wb.vd.». Is, e.w'itttSiC'i by sv yrril of v-ed. SfawlsAwns: 
with four bronze doors i tbc four comers are flanked 
by bastions, which serve as the bases of octagon 
buildings, which arc crowned by lofty domes sup- 
ported by angular pillars. Here were the dwellings 
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of the keepers, nnd the npartments nssigned to t}io 
reception of tnivelicra who visited tin's wonderful 
edifice. On the south side is n second gate, still 
more beautiful nnd mnsslrc, nnd leading to the 
garden, which is cnclose<l by high walls. 

An avenue of ancient cj'jircsscs, between wliich 
are marble basins, fountains,' and flower-beds, leads 
in n direct line to a broad lUgbt of marble steps ; by 
this we ascended to a spacious platform ; above 
which rises the noble dome, with its elegant 
slender minarets. TJie garden is always filled 
with fragrant flowers, and is intended to represent 
eternal spring; nnd tlic wanderer finds protectfon 
against the scorching rays of the sun, under thS 
shade of tho tamarind.**, banyan, fig, nnd mango 
trees. 

The Taujc Jlabal forms an octagon which supports 
a cupola seventy feet in diameter, adorned with 
arabesques and garlands of flowers, in the style of 
Florentine mosaic. The interior consists of an im- 
mense vault, which is lighted from nbovo, by.marble 
window^ of lattice work, and is suri'ounded on the 
four principal sides as many vaulted vestibules. 

It is covered with mosaic of tlie most splendid 
precious stones, which, conformably to the idea of 
paradise in the Koran, ornaments the walls like an 
arbour of the most tasteful and manifold festoons 
of flowers and fruits of every kind ; even sounds, 
as they gradually die axvay in these magic lialls, 
resemble the music of an expiring echo. In one of 
the most boaiitiful of these flowers there are 
seventy-two precious stones : in the mosaic, t\vclve 
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kinds of stone nrc cliicfiy employed ; mnoiig ■vvliicli 
arc lapis lazuli, agate, cornelian, blood-red jasper, 
cbalcedony, sardonyx?, &c. The first, not found in 
India, is said to liavc been brought from Tibet. 

The hallowed corpse, enclosed in n plain marble 
sarcophagus, lies in the lower vaults, and the state 
sarcophagus, ornamented with the richest mosaic 
work, with Arabic inscriptions, stands in the centre 
of the great hall, protected by a marble grating. 
We do not loiow wlio was tlie architect of tliis 
building of magic beauty ; but there is much reason 
to suppose that an Italian was placed by Shah 
Johan at the head of the undertaking, and was 
loaded by him with great honours. Perhaps ho 
was one of those who are buried in the Homan. 
Catholic cemetery, and who, according to the date 
on the tombstone, livcd.here at tliat time. Hlevcn 
years were employed in building’ it, and many 
more were required for finishing the ornamental 
parts. All the provinces of the empire contributed, 
and vied with each other in sending valuable gifts 
for its adornment. Tlic revenues of thirty towns 
were assigned to keep the mausoleum in repair ; and 
if there were any surplus the half -was given away in 
alms, and the other deposited in the vault as a 
treasure. A choir of priests presented tlie daily 
■ offerings; singers and musicians were appointed for 
the service of tl\e. moscyse, and. It was, cowwaitted, 
the care of a noble guard. 

The Emperor Jehnn iutqjidcd to build a similar 
sepulchre, called Matliob Baugh, for himself, on tlie 
oppo'sitc side of the Jumna, arrd to connect both by 
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a splendid marble bridge. He liad already com* 
menced the building, ruins of which are still to be 
seen, when a rebellion broke out, and he was de- 
posed at an advanced age by his own son, Aureng- 
zebe. His remains are deposited near those of his 
consort, in an equally costly and beautiful marble 
sarcophagus. 

From the left side of the principal entrance, 
sacrilegious hands had stolen a few of the most 
valuable stones out of the mosaic ; but the British 
government has had the place repaired under the 
direction of Captain Boilcau, and paid 3000 rupees 
for the restoration of those few arabesques ! Keepers 
and gardeners are now appointed, and on Sundays 
tbe fountains play, and hundreds of people risit 
the spot. The minarets stand detached at each 
corner, scarcely twenty paops from the main build- 
ing. They have within, a winding staircase of 
1G2 steps, which leads to the very summit. The 
eastern and western sides of the platfonn, which 
rises fifty feet above the Jumna, and is paved 
ivith bUck and white marble, arc occiqilcd by 
extensive buildings of red sandstone, ornamented 
irith njos-aic, and consisting of opcij-vnultcd arcades .* 
tiie north side is washed by the Jumnn, whicli is 
500 paces broad at this place. 

The finest prospect is from the upper gallery of 
the south-east minaret, and from that point I h.avc 
seen not only the rising ami setting of the sun, 
but also this fairy palace illuminated by the bright 
light of the moon. At tlic'»c lime**, the mo«t 
solemn silence prernDs : the air h ino 2 v filled than 
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ever \vith the aromaljc perfume of the flowers, end 
a magic glow is shed over the wondrous huilding. 
The Jumna meanders, like a stream of silver, 
through the verdant landscape; the ruins of palaces 
and sepulchres cast a mysterious shade j and Agi*:!, 
with its minarets and elegant marhle palaces in the 
boldly rising citadel, seems to be shrouded in n 
mystic veil, under •which the numerous lights of 
the strand -and the bazars sparkle like little stars. 
But such solemnity, such profound melancholy is 
diffused over this scene, that it seems as if man 
could not attain unmixed happiness, or enjoy the 
plet^sures of the present moment. 

The wish of the Indians to be honourably re- 
membered by their descendants is so strong a 
passion among them, that they wholly forget the 
duties of the present; the Mussulman endeavours 
to immortahse himself in colossal mausoleums and 
caravansaries; and the Hindoo in pagodas and 
handsome walled tanks. Hamkiwasty (nam, repu- 
tation, name; i/, for; wasty^ object) is a phrase 
familiar to every ear, and to know that a name 
will be transmitted to an age when the person has 
long fallen into oblivion, is often the business and 
the aim of a whole life ! Even some Europeans 
who liave spent and ended their lives in India, 
have been imbued with this pardonable vanity, 
or their heire have thought it their duly to erect 
such a memorial to them. As an illustration 
* of this, my friend took me to the Homan Catholic 
cemeterj', on the north side of the' city, where a 
Dutchman, named William Ilcssings, has had a 
voi.. u. E 
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monument of red sandstone, on the model of the 
Tftuje Mnhal, erected to Ins memorj’ Ids heirs ; 
hut the minarets arc "wonting. A short sketch of 
this ranarkablc man, hi the Englisli language, is 
inscribed on tlic snreophogus, which states that he 
came to India as a common soldier, in his twentieth 
year, experienced a great variety of fortunes, and 
concluded his active life as an officer of rank in 
tlic scn’icc of Scindia. Oh this side, the city is 
Ijonndeil by a bare, sandy tract, covered ivith 
ruins i it is a mclanchol}’, undulating spot, ani- 
inntod only by the gentle stream of the Jumna. 

As Agra abounds in remarkable mosques /ind 
gardens, I idlJ mention some of the finest in fie 
immediate vicinity. The great men in the times 
of Akhar and Jcliangccr had tlieir palaces, gardens, 
and sepulchres on the banks of the Jumna: hero 
we sec ruins upon mins, and some remains in a 
tolerable state of preservation. Immediately be- 
yond tlie bridge of boats which crosses the Jumna, 
near the Custom-house, is the tomb of J2timadaula 
lid Dowlali, in the centre of a garden j he was 
probably one of the principal men in the court of 
Akbar. The whole is siirroonded by a lofty wall ; 
the entrance is by a magnificent gateway, with 
small cupolas and alcoves, and similar gigantic por- 
tals and erections are in the centre of the northern 
and southern walls. Basins and fountains formerly 
cooled the air, and nourished the beds of flowers ; 
but they are now fallen into total decay : rude 
hands have unhappily stripped the sepulchre of its 
finest ornaments; for it was built of white marble 
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with the most costly mosaic,’ and was as beautiful n 
gem in miniature, as the Tauje Jlahal is on a large 
scale: purity and elegance of style, and delicacy 
of execution, arc seen in the highest perfection. 
It is likewise an octagon, and contains one large 
and several smaller apartments, in wliich many 
marble sarcophagi arc deposited. After long legal 
proceedings, the British government has lately 
come into pobession of this monument, and work- 
men were at this *tlme employed in clearing away 
the rubbish, and putting the garden in order. 

Kot far from it, and also on the left bank of 
tho Jumna, lies Ram Bsigh, one of those charming 
country scats, in which the great men of Akbar's 
time passed the hot season on the refreshing banks 
of the river. It is a vciy extensive garden, dis- 
tinguished from all the others by the great variety 
and beauty of the flowers, and by its fine orange 
and tamarind trees. Tlic British civil officers arc 
accustomed to reside here for several days after the 
rainy season, to enjoy, in solitude and quiet, the 
•charms of nhture in the picturesque environs of 
the Jumna. 

The fort of Agra, or Akbarabad, is of the time 
of the Jlogtils, and one of the greatest architec- 
tural works of India. Tliough it would not be able 
long to resist the battering cannon of our days, it 
is undoubtedly the most solid, and the most judi- 
ciously constructed fortress of those times. I have 
viewed it frequently, and have spent an after- 
noon in examining every part of its interesting de- 
tails. It is a mile in extent, and is built entirely 
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of red sandstone, with a double wall, the exterior 
one towards the river Iwing eighty feet high, and 
tlie whole is surrounded with small bulwarks, and 
a inoal twenty feet broad. 

The interior consists of three courts ^rith gal- 
leries, porticoes and towers. The first court has 
vaulted colonnades, which serve as a shady retreat 
for the imperial guard, running all round ; the se- 
cond, furnished with similar arcades, ^^•as for the 
ministers, omrahs, and superior civil officers ; and 
is now occupied by the mag-azmes of the English, 
and a company of scjwys, who constantly keep 
guard. In the third court, towards the Jumna, iarc 
the marble palaces of the emperor and of his 
son, the baths, the harem, a mosque, the palm 
groves, and the flower gardens. With the excep- 
tion of the last-named building, which is of red- 
sandstone, all are of the most beautiful white 
marble, the cupolas gilt, or covered with blue 
enamel. 

The apartments of the emperor are small, it is 
true, hut they are extremely airy ahd pleasant : 
verand.'is supported by elegant pillars, and windows 
■with marble lattices, arc on the side next tlie river. 
One of these delightful balconies, ■which is in the 
form of a how, and is covered ^dth a cupola, sup- 
ported by pillars, is said to have been a favourite 
spot of Akbar and his son Jehangeer ; for here there 
is a prospect over the extensive landscape, ■watered 
bj the Jumna, and of the beautiful Tauje 3Iahal 
in all its splendour. At a short distance from this 
is an open spot, and on the sid<^ two open terraces, 
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■where the troops vised to exercise, and the combats 
of elephants and tigers took place. Though these 
apartments arc so very inviting, it is said to be im- 
possible to live in them during the hot season. 

Unique of its kind, and a real pearl among the 
buildings of India, is the Mootcc mosque, ■vvhich is 
situated next the garden; It is not built in the 
profusely lavish style of architecture that excites 
adimration, but, in the noble, pure, jllid simple 
style which delights the eye. Colonnades of white 
marble surround the court, which is paved with 
marble, and in tlie centre of vvhich is a small 
baSin for the ablutions of the devotees, and five 
open portals, supported by angular pillars, lead to 
the halls. 

Returning from Akbarabad to the city, the 
Jamma mosque, an edifice in a grand style of ar- 
chitecture, resembling tbc mosque of the same name 
at Delhi, lies on the outside of the fort. A broad 
terrace, with numerous small towers and minarets 
at the sides, leads to the interior, where the people 
offer their devotions; and three vast domes, nearly 
of equal size, rise boldly above the whole. But 
this fine building is every day falling more and 
• more into decay, large blocks of sandstone and 
marble threaten to fall from their dizzy height; 
and unless the English vmdertakc to repair it,*— for 
nothing can be expected from the apathetic JIussul- 
mans, — it will speedily become a mass of ruins. 

Sccundra, the sepulchre of Akbar the Great, the 
wisest and best of tlie ilogul princes, is situated 
eight" miles north-west of Agra. In order that I 

B 3 
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iTiiglit view it nt Jcistirc, and enjoy flie ricli and 
fertile landscape in the midst of which it is situated, 
my friend devoted an entire forenoon to it. Our 
servants wifli cuiintiry utensils were sent thither 
{he preceding day that we mighf breakfast there. 
On one of those glorious mornings usual here at 
this season, the thermometer being at 52** Fahr., we 
set out at the first darni of day, on an admirable 
road, to Mathura. We passed many interesting 
ruins, among whicli I must not omit to mention a 
tombstone by the roadside, under which one of the 
favourite horses of jVkbar the Great is buried, the 
figure of a horse of red sandstone is placed over It ; 
there is another similar monument outside the 
walls of Akbarabad. 

Tho majestic Secundra burst upon our view from 
a great distance : we reached it exactly as tbc sun 
was rising. It is in the middle of a garden, and 
forms a regular quadrangle 850 paces in length, sur- 
rounded by a high wall,flanked with small projecting 
bulwarks at tlie corners. The principal entrance to 
tins mausoleum is on the south side; in the centre of 
each of the other walls is a high vaulted chamber, 
which has the appearance of a closed gate. The gate- 
■way by which we entered consists of three lofty, 
arched portals ^vith bronze doors : they are built 
of sandstone, and are adorned with mosaic work. 
Above the centre portal is a bastion, adorned with 
four white marble nilnarets, which arc 120 feet 
high, and arc fluted half way up ; and, inside of 
■which, are spiral marble staircases, ivbich lead to 
£iio balconies, but the summits of tha minarets have 
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imliappily Ixicn thro^ tlowii by the Juts, as is ge- 
nerally afiirmcd. 

The mausoleum itself is a qiiandnuigular building, 
the interior side of wbicb is 350 feet, and the 
exterior 410 feet in length : it is four stories high, 
Trhich successively diminish; and the entire height 
is 120 feet, ornamented Avitli many towers and 
cupolas, supported by fluted pillars up to the very 
top story. On tbe outside of the building wlntc 
marble staircases lead up to the summit. In the 
centre of the ground-floor is a plain marble sar- 
cophagus, containing the remains of Akbar, above 
which a bronze lamp of antique form sheds a dim 
light over the gloomy apartment. The second 
story consists of four large vaults, which lead to 
twenty different apartments ; these are the vaults 
of the mvos and princes of the family. The 
third story resembles the second, and is likewise 
built of red sandstone. The fourth, consisting 
entirely of white marble, of uncommonly elegant 
filagree work, contains the state cenotaph, which 
is composed of one block of white marble, covered 
with bas reliefs and ornaments of various kinds. 
This story has no roof. From this point there 
is a panoramic view, extending above twenty miles 
round, over a fertile country, every where covered 
with nuns of ancient splendour ; among which 
Agra, with its sparkling minarets and cupolas, 
rises majestically with the Jumna in the background. 

There arc basins in the garden, and small canals 
issuing from the centre of the four sides, in which 
numerous fountains formerly played ; but these 
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^vatc^-T^o^ks, like so mnny others of the same kind, 
arc quite dilapidated. On the other hand, the 
British government bestows great care in keeping 
the flower garden in order, wliich flourishes in great 
perfection, in the shade of the tamarind, orange, and 
fig trees. ^Mulc we were admiring the splendid 
productions of nature, from one of the small towers 
of the second stoiy, and taking our breakfast 
amidst the testimonies of departed magniflcence, 
the gardener brought us some elegant nosegajs, 
requesting us to keep them as a remembrance of 
the groat man whose remains are here deposited. 

At the distance of some hundred paces ffom 
Akbar’s mausoleum, there is on orphan asylum in 
the ruins of -an ancient sepulchre. It is for the 
children of the natives who perished in the famine 
of 1837-8, and whose education is provided for, 
as well by the charity of the Christian community, 
as by the support of government. Of the 2000 
children who at that time found an asylum here, 
550 remained in the institution, and the others 
were received by kindred establishments. At pre- 
sent there are 160 boys and 140 girls here: GO had 
died, notwitlistanding all the care that was taken of 
tliem. Each child costs two rupees and n half per 
montli, and the whole establishment 700 rupees per 
month, -ilr. Moore was the founder of this in- 
stitution, which is now under the direction of Jfr. 
Driberg a German missionary. 

The children are educated in the Christian re- 
ligion, and tliose who are distinguished by their 
abilities are trained for the otKce of teachers: 
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three hours in the day are employed in instruction, 
and three more in learning different trades. The 
hoys weave carpets, ■woollen cloth, and calicoes, or 
learn mechanical trades and agriculture ; the girls 
are employed in household duties, in the kitchen, 
and in spinning. A large garden, attached to the 
estahlishmcnt, is cultivated entirely by the pupils, 
and produces the necessary vegetables and fruits. 
It is intended to found with them a Christian ■vil- 
lage, for •which the government gives the land. 
Some arc already married, aiyl have commenced 
the establishment of this colony. Tlic teachers arc 
foV the most part natives ; the children arc perfect 
n^asters of the English language ; they translate 
readily from English into Hindoostance, and had 
made great proficiency in writing and ciphering. 
Their healthy blooming appearance, and their 
cheerful countenances, showed that they were 
contented and happy. 

I vnU now say a few words about the prison in 
this place. From a population of four millions of 
people, there are 1000 criminals herej the number 
in the whole of Bengal is said to be 25,000. They 
live in airy apartments, surrounded by high walls : 
murderers are kept in close confinement, and are 
heavily ironed ; the others liave iron rings, round 
the ankles, which are connected by a chain, which 
is fastened to their girdle : they arc employed 
cither in work in the prison, or in repairing the 
highways. 

It may he interesting to you to hear how the 
police is administered in the districts of India. The 
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police is closely connect^ with the collection of the 
revenue. Every district has over it a roagistrate, 
before whom all criminal cases are brought in the 
first instance, and who can pass sentence of im- 
prisonment up to the term of tliree years j im- 
-mediately under him is the joint magistrate, with 
equal authority, who has an assistant magistrate, 
in whose hands is lodged jjower to inflict seven 
months’ imprisonment. In every district, accord- 
ing to its population and extent, there are di- 
visions of ^he policg called Hiannahs, which have 
a chief police officer called Thannadar, a Mo’ 
barer (derk to the Thannadar), a Jemadar, vr 
assistant, and a certain number of Siiwars, and 
Surlandazes, or police officers. 

The duty of the Thannadar is to inform himself 
of every thing that passes in his district, and to 
report it without delay to th^ magistrate. To 
support him, there arc in every ■\’i]lagc C/towfree- 
dars, or watchmen, who are paid in land, and who 
are bound to make the necessary communications 
to the Tliannndar. The district of Agra is divided 
into twelve such Tlmnnnlis, (that of Allahabad, with 
4000 villages, contains twenty-four Tlianimhs,) and 
consists of 47 Jemadars, 54 Duffadars, 61 ^Toharers, 
913 Burkundaees, and 48 Suicnrs. Besides tliis 
regular police, there arc two oilier branches, witli 
especial regard to* the collection of the taxes. 

Every district is under the superintendence of 
a collector of the revenue, who h.as in.agistcrinl 
lowers, under whom there arc n Covenaufed Deputy 
Collector, and an Uticovamtited Deputy Collector, the 
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latter' of 'wliom is not in the regular service of the 
government. The* revenue is collected by the 
'relisildars (natives), nrho arc assisted by native 
officers and Chiiprassys. The Zemindar of the 
village, as the owner of.thc land, is answerable for 
the due payment of the .taxes, and must make 
his tenants responsible. Two thirds of the rent 
paid to him comes to the government ; and if 
negligence is the cause of his inability to pay, his 
land is publicly sold. 

In the district of Agra, the Moofussil,^he Cbow- 
keedar establishment consists of 1791 Chowkeedars, 
and 1149 Ballahdars, or assistants of the Chow- 
keedars, who arc paid by the Zemindars, either in 
money, or in land. The municipal establishment 
of the Chowkeedars consists of 227 Chowkeedars 
for the superintendence of the city and environs 
Agra, and is supf)ortcd by a tax on the house- 
holders. They are under a Cutwal, and supply 
the place of nightly watchmen. 

Tlie Indians are now in what they call the “ Hosy 
month of love: ” it is the season when the God Cama, 
(son of Makia, i.e. of scductiou, and the husband of 
Hetty, i.e. inchnation,) the friend of spring, a 
handsome, roguish youth with a quiver, full of 
flowers, and surrounded by lovely dancing nympbs, 
flics through the air, in cool moonlight nights, on 
, a chattering parrot, and discharges his amorous 
darts at those who pass by. Almost every day, I 
I see happy .individuals, both adults and children, 
who have been struck by' his flowery darts ! Thus I 
one morning met a boy twelve years of ago, in a red 
silk garment richly adorned with jewels, in a Takt- 
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i*raAvan : liis parents anti relations, men, women, and 
cliildren followed in several ^Vaggons dra>\m by 
oxen : they wore all dr^sed in fmc white garments, 
and some uncommonly pretty female figures were 
among those in the ivaggons, and inquisitively put 
their heads through the curtains. They were going 
to a village, ivhere the bride, a little girl eight years 
of age, was to be botrotbed to the pretty boy who 
was looking around him as joyously as if the whole 
world were bis portion. 

It is T^ll known that among the Hindoos, six 
kinds of marriage are recognised ns legal, of which 
only four are permitted to the Braluninsj but it is 
a law in all of them that the father shall give away 
his daughter without any remuneration. 

Two of these forms of marriage are allowed to 
the caste of soldiers, viz. when the warrior after a 
victory takes a woman, and marries her against her 
wUl, and when the two parties pledge themselves to 
each other, without the performance of any ceremony. 
On the other hand, imirriages are forbidden, if the 
father receives a present on the occasion, or if the 
woman through intoxication, or any other cause, is 
in such a condition that she must be considered 
as being incapable of giving .her consent to the 
marriage. It is not considered any disgrace to 
accept means of subsistence from a son-in-law, or a 
brother-in-law. Men may marry women of an in- 
ferior caste, but ^vomen are not allowed the same 
liberty. 

In Maharatta, woman is considered the honour of 
the family : she is the life and soul of her husband. 
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Ills second self, his best friend, and the source of all 
lus happiness. TVoman, with her amiable converse, 
is the companion of man’s solitude, and his comfort, 
in the journey through the desert of life. According 
to the laws of ^*lcnu, women arc to be esteemed and - 
lionoured'hy their fathers, brothers, and husbands, 
that they may themselves he happy, for the gods 
rejoice when honour is paid to women. 

Girls arc generally married in the eighth, and 
boys in tbe tenth year of their age : the father 
choosing for his children; but if be bas^ncglccted 
this duty for three years after his daughter has 
attained that age, she is at liberty to choose for 
herself. Among the higher castes, the marriage is 
celebrated ^7ith many ceremonies ; but in tbe lower 
castes, the hands of the bride and the bridegroom 
are merely united by a blade of sacred grass. When 
tbe daughter of a warrior marries a Brahmin, she 
holds an arrow in her hand; the daughter of* a 
Yisya* (the caste of merchants) holds a whip; and 
the daughter of a Slioodm (caste of shopkeepers) 
lays hold of the border of a mantle. As soon as 
tbe bride bas advanced ’seven steps to meet the 
bridegroom, and tlicy have both repeated a certain 
appointed text or sentence, the union is indissoluble 
at the seventh step. If the young husband dies 
before he has -lived with his wife, she remains a 
widow for her whole life ; at least the Hindoos of a 
higlier caste hesitate to tnariy a woman w’ho became 
a widow in her cluldliood. 

The daughters of two rich merchants at Calcutta 
had lately been placed in this melancholy situation, 
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and I was assured that the fathers had assigned 
them a large dowry to obtain husbands for them. 

The bridegroom proceeds with great pomp to the 
house of the bride, where he is received with much 
festivity, accompanied by music and dancing j tlie 
apartments are brilliantly lighted up, and adorned 
with flowers, and a xiow’is brought in, apparently 
for sacrifice, but the bridegroom begs Iier life, and 
at his request she Is set at libertj'. ‘When the 
father of the bridegroom is a person of distinction, 
he generally takes the bride to bis o\vn Iiousc, and 
has her educated xinder his own protection, espC' 
daily if her parents arc not in good circumstances. 
A separate building is erected for the brides of 
princes, and their parents who come from another 
country. As soon as the ceremonies and the fes- 
tivities are over, the youthful husband returns home, 
or the father of the bride takes her away ■^ritU liim j 
and when she is of age to many, sJie is fetchetl by 
her Iiusbaud with much ceremony. 

Persons of distinction, on these occasions load 
the procession mounted on richly adorned elephants ; 
the servants follow, in their best attire, surrounded 
by musicians, some carrying branches of palm, 
floivers, painted paper lanterns, &c. ; and the bride- 
groom, handsomely dressed, nccompanied by bis 
relations, riding on an elephant, -a liorso, or in 
a Takt-i-rawan, closes the pageant. Ornaments of 
all kinds, ofteft to the value of several thousand 
rupees,* arc the first and principal gifts which he 
ofTcrs to his bride j for the Hindoo is commanded by 
bis religion constantly to provide his ^\^fo ^^th 
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trin^Cils nnil hm^dsomc clotlics, tliat she mtiy re- 
member bis nficction mid find iimiiscmcnt in her 
solitude. 

" As the marriage is to be indis'^olnblc, and be 
is not pennitted, except under certain circum- 
stances, to take a second vrife, it seems ■ivortby 
of notice, that be may legacy separate from bis 
•wife if they have no cbildrcn witliin eight years, or 
no daughters in eleven years. On the other hand, 
the wife is obliged to wait for her husband eight 
years, if he has left her for religious purposes; six 
years, if desire of wisdom or of glory Imvc called 
liim into the world j and three years, if the pursuit 
of pleasure is the cause of bis absence. 

As I already wrote to you from Bclbi, I decided 
on undertaking tny proposed journey, by way of 
ruttebpoor, to Bliurtpoor, Decg, and Matbura. 
The resident agent of the Rajah informed mo that 
every thing was ready for my reception, and for 
facilitating my further progress. On this journey 
of 150 miles, 1 have had recourse to nil the modes 
of travelling practised in India ; after a buggy I had 
a horse, then a waggon, on elephant, a palanquin, 
and, lastly, a camel. 

I -was accompanied aa for ns Futtchpoor by Mr. 
dackson, who liad some business to transact in that 
place. AVc set out very early in the morning on 
the 22d of February, the thermometer being at SI®, 
in n buggy; the road wa«i, indeed, broad, and in 
some places lined ivitli trees, but so rough and full 
of holes, that, as my companion drove very rapidly, 
I was really apprehensive lest w'c might meet with 
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some nccidcnt. Iranietljatcly nftcr sunrise, we 
Imltcd nt tlic gate of the large mined city, formerly 
the residence of Akbar the Great; and here arc 
mins, so grand and magnificent, that llicy reminded 
me of ancient Home. Xo description can give so 
faitlifid a picture of the taste and mode of life of 
Akbar as we derive from his numerous palaces, in 
the remains of which, perhaps twice as many per- 
sons might find room as in the colossal Imperial 
palaces of Home. 

Futtchpoor was built partly in tlic plain, and 
partly on a mountain ridge “of red sandstone 150 
feet high, running from south-east to north-east. 
A higli wall of tlic same stone, and of granite, 
nearly, five miles in extent, enclosed the place. 
Tlie greater portion of the interior space was occu- 
pied by the palaces; the toim itself appears , to have 
been insignificant. The w.all, the town, and the 
eastern side of tlic palaces, are in mins ; colossal 
gate, ivitli large round towers, likewise stripped of 
its ornaments, indicates the entrance. It is said 
that these fine and veiy remarkable buildings were 
destroyed by the JIaharattas. Every thing is an- 
nihilated, and tlio masses of stone arc tlirown about, 
as if Cyclops had been at 'work' here, or as if an 
earthquake had shaken the city to its foundations. • 

IVc passed from the lodges of the guards, 
through the palaces of the ministers, and through 
those of the princes of the family, into those of the 
Emperor. ' These consisted of lofty, vaulted apart- 
ments, supported hy square pillars covered with 
manifold arabesques and ornaments, and contain 
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three courts of audience, in wliicli small gardens, 
■with basins and fountains, once afforded refresh* 
ment both to the mind and body when relaxed by 
the heat. . . * 

The palaces of the three wives of Akbar,**a 
Roman, a Turkish, and a Hindoo female, have suf- 
fered the least. The Hindoo w’as his favourite 
wife, and was the mother ofdns first son. A por- 
tion of the court-yard of the extensive harem, is 
paved with slabs of various coloured marbles, and js 
the table or playhoard as it were where the great 
man had the weakness to play at a game of tbc 
natives, called Chaoophar, resembling the Gcnnan 
game of mUhlspiel (a kind of draughts), with the 
women of his harem, who represented the pawns : 
a stone seat still indicates the spot where the em- 
peror used to bo seated to enjoy the sight. 

There is something very original in the contri- 
vance of Akbar’s hall of audience. In the middle 
of a spacious square apartment is a pedestal ten feet 
in height, covered with very pretty ornaments, on 
the top of which was affixed a marble seat for the 
Emperor; from this centre, narrow passages run to 
the four corners of tlic apartment, where stood the 
seats of his four ministers, -with whose aid ho 
govemed his large empire. Each of them had his 
respective place of egress, at which their secret arics 
and messengers were in waiting for orders, to con- 
vey the commands of the sovereign to the four car- 
. dinal points. The people Bt<K)d in the space below, 
so that the Emperor soared above them like an eagle. 

Passing through these palaces, which are built of 
VOL. II. r 
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a stone resembling porphyry, and proceeding to the 
south, Tre came to the mansions of the ambassadors. 
Wc then -went through a large square court, which 
is surrounded by a kind of piazza, and formed the 
sfabling for four hundred horses, and then to the 
stables for the elephants it is well lcno\rn that 
Akbar possessed six thousand of these animals — a 
thousand of which were accommodated here. 

The mosque is preserved nearly entire. It re- 
sembles, in the style of its architecture, that of Agra, 
but it is grander ; for the inner side of the quad- 
rangular court, which is surrounded by arcadas, 
towers, and minarets, measures 476 feet. In -the 
middle of it, rather towards the north, tlac emperor 
erected a marble sepulchre for his favourite priest 
Sheikh Selim Tshish, from gratitude for his fervent 
prayers that Allah would give him a son and suc- 
cessor. It is made of filigree work, adorned in the 
style of the Florentine mosaic, and resembles an 
elegant jewel-box. 

Behind the mosque is a deep tank for the people 
to perform their ablutions ; and round it arc 
the wretched houses for the inhabitants of the 
present ^^llage. At the north-eastern issue from 
this former city of palaces there are colossal gates, 
surrounded with larg<^ round bulwarks, and beyond 
them arc the court-yards for the combats of wild 
beasts. Between them is a sinall round tower, 
forty feet high, from which the emperor viewed 
the combat, or killed the animals, driven together 
for his diversion. 

The servants of Mr. Jackson iiad spread carpets, 
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and prepared our breakfast in tlic apartments of 
tlic Empress, at the nortb-east end of tbc bigTiest 
point of the cliain of rocks. This lovely woman 
could not have selected n finer spot to enjoy the 
beauties of nature, and to while away her lonely 
hours of solitude ; and Akbar, it is said, was accus- 
tomed, after the labours of the day, to indulge in 
gazing upon the fertile and diversified scenery of 
the rich province of Bhurtpoor: it is, in the most 
literal sense of the term, a boundless garden. Lux- 
uriant corn-fields alternate with small groves, in 
the midst of which, villages and little hamlets lie 
embosomed, and, in the immediate vicinity, tlic co- 
lossal Tcmains of by-gone splendour. Wc re- 
mained for a long time lost in odmiration of the 
delightful scenery, and in the recollection of those 
glorious days. 

Jleantimc the sun had risen very high, and 
neither the promised carriage nor the guard from 
the Ilajali had made their appearance. Wc accord- 
ingly sent some Suwars to make inquiries, one of 
whom at length brought word that I had been 
expected to come by the other road; and. ns it 
would he near evening befoi’O the carriage, which 
had been sent thither for me, could arrive hero, I 
mounted the horse of tho officer on the station, and, 
accompanied by a Suwor, set off at eleven o’clock 
for Bhurtpoor, which was eight miles distant. 
The heat was 83® 'Fahrenheit, and my umbrelhi 
was the only protection I had against the burning 
rays of the sun. 
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The atnte of I3Imrtpoor, •winch is 1945 pquarc 
inilc-s in extent, niul 1ms a revenue of 15 Incs, is 
tlie only Jftt principality of any consequence in 
India; the only one ivlucli lias still retained some 
traces of national clmmcter, «nd whose princes and 
nobles are of the same race. The Jflts derive 
their origin from a pcosant named llamjec, who 
had thirty*four children, and was levcrcnccd by his 
numerous ’descendants ns their father and prince. 
At the beginning of the last century they mi* 
grated from Mooltan to northern llindoostan, and 
obtained pennlsrion from the Mogid emperors to 
settle in the Doub, on the Ganges and the Jumna. 

During the conftrsion ivlucli ensued on the death 
of Aurongzebo, their chief succccdc'd in obtaining 
power and uutliority. Tlicy took possession of the 
present country of llhurtpoor, and, by means of tbc 
rich booty which tlicy had acquired, built the 
fortress of the same name. This fortress being 
constantly more and more strengthened by the 
addition of new works, became the asylum of the 
Jilts, and a secure depository for their plunder. 
Sooraj iVInll, one of their cliicfs, assumed the title 
of Hajah; and, though a Jftt, he was so vain as to 
pretend to bo descended from the caste of warriors. 
He was killed in a battle ivith IfudjltF Khan near 
Delhi, in 17G3. • - 

Tiie first offensive and defensive alliance bctivcen 
the English and Bhurtpoor was concluded on the 
i4tli iKovember, 1803. By this treaty, the Eajah 
relieved himself from the payment of a tribute, and 
obtained, besides, possesion, of considerable tern- 



Tirc sTAxn OF miURTroon. 


G9 


torics, of the value of 20 pergunnahs * lint 
when Ilolcar, in Ins fliglit, took refuge, first in 
Deeg, and then in the fortress of Bhurtpoor, and 
incited the Jflts to rise against the , Eiiglisli, 
General Lake advanced to blockade it. After four 
unsuccessful attempts to take it by storm, ^Yhich were 
repulsed "wath the loss of three thousand men, a 
fifth attempt was on the point of being made, 
when the Bajah, Bunjeet Singh, abandoned Ilolcar 
to his fate, and capitulated. On the conclusion of 
peace, April 17, 1805, the offensive and defensive 
alliance wasi-cncwed, the Bajahpaid twenty lacs of 
rupees for the csiwnscs of the 'var, and ceded to 
the English the territories before conquered from 
Scindia. The fortress of Deeg, and one of the 
Bajah’s sons, remained in the hands of the English, 
as securities till tlic conditions were fulfilled. 

. In those years, when the Mahrattas ravaged 
almost all the states of India, Bhnrtpoor and iUwar 
were the only ones, which, being protected by the 
British alliance, escaped*, but though the Bajah 
was sensible, when he compared his flourishing 
country with the neighbouring states, that he was 
indebted for its preservation solely to the pro- 
tection of the English, enmity and hatred, w’cre, 
nevertheless, so deeply rooted in his heart, that 
they completely stifled every feeling of ’gratitude. 
The reciprocal distrust was kept up by disputes on 
the frontiers ; and the question W'hethcr fugitives 

• IlamlUoii says “tl»ese districts yielded a revenue of 
75^,000 rupees per onnum.*’ 


r 3 
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•\rcrc to 1)0 given up was a fniitful source of 
discord. 

Eunjcct Singh, however, died in 1823, and left 
four sons, and was succeeded by his eldest son 
Ilnndir Singh, who died a few weeks after liis 
father, witliout leaving any issue. The tlwonc was 
then claimed by Durjan Sal, son of the third son 
of Ilunjcct Singh, wlio rested Iiis claim on the ilicf, 
that hia uncle had adopted him to the exclusion of 
his own brother Baldeo Singh. The latter, how- 
ever, got possession of the Musnud on the 26th 
Fcbninry, .but he also died within a few months. 
Civil wars ensued; and the British government 
was induced to defend the rights of Bulwnnt Singh, 
an adopted son of the last rajali, against Duijan 
Sol. 

General Combcrmerc advanced with 25,000 men 
to Blmrtpoor, effected a breach by the explosion of 
a mine, and stormed the fortress, •with considerable 
loss, on the 18tli Januaiy, 1820. A treasure of 
2 millions and 'a half of rupees was found in the 
fortrc.ss, and taken to defray the expenses of the 
war. The fortifications of Bhurtpoor were de- 
molished, and the Eajali, a minor, was educated 
under the protection of the English. When he 
.assumed jthe government, a few years ago, the 
debts, amounting to twenty-five lacs, were paid, 
and the country convert^ into a flourishing 
. garden. Should the Rajah, as seems probable, die 
without children, this fine country -will fall into the 
possession of the English. 

Thinking of the combats which had rendered 
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Bhurtpoor so very I’cmarkablc a place, I felt a high 
ilegree of interest as I approaehetl the town, whicli 
is seen at a great distance. Aa I crossed tlic plain, 

I beheld on every side luxuriant fields of wheat and 
barley in full ear; and I was very much strdek 
mth the appearance of the tall, vigorous Juts, who 
were pursuing their agricultural occupations with 
their sabres at tbeir sides, and their speara stuck 
in the ground, apparently for a land-mark. Their 
wives, too, were working diligently, close by their 
husbands. They are more robust than the Hindoo 
women, and were dressed in red garments, very 
much like shawls. 

The agricultural implements of the Indians ap- 
pear to be rude, hoa\'y, and clumsy *, no iron is to 
be seen about the plough, c.\ccpt the share j its place 
is supplied by wood op copper. The harrow, or the 
implement used to break the clods of earth, has 
'wooden teeth, and the field when sown is levelled 
and rolled -with a square, smooth beam. Just before 
reaching Bhurtpoor, I passed through a little wood, 
aiid turned from it to%vards the eastern gate. 

Bhurtpoor is situated in 27* 15' N. L., and 
77* 32'^61" E. L., from Greenwich : it has 40,000 
inhabitants, is surrounded only by a low wall, and 
consists of stone houses, which are two or three 
stories high. It is a very animated, but a closely 
built and dirty place. It was one o’clock when I 
passed throtigh the narrow streets to the Char 
Baugh, that is, the Four Gardens, near the citadel ; 
an uncommonly pleasant villa, surrounded by four 
small flower-gardens, which tlie Kajah has caused 
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to T)C laid out solely for the use of tlic English 
wlio visit him. Flights of steps lead from the 
gardens to a platform paved wth stone, beyond 
which is the small villa, wlilch is two stories high, 
with a veranda and a flat roof. 

• The keeper of this pretty villa is a Castellain, 
who is paid by the Rajah, and is directed to provide 
for the inainfcnnncc of flic guests, and to attend to 
their wislics. The Rajah could not have found a 
more obliging man than this servant, in whom hu- 
mour and wit were agreeably combined, and who 
saluted me with a friendly salam, ns I alighted 
from my horse. I was much rejoiced to find two 
young officers from 'Agra, who Imd arrived a few 
hours before me, with the intention of spending 
some days here to enjoy the pleasures of the chase. 

The indefatigable Castcllairino sooner learned that 
I was the expected guest, than messengers wore 
despatched in all directions to announce my ar- 
rival. Accordingly, his Highness’s treasurer, and 
the minister of police, with a croivd of servants, 
appeared soon afterwards, to ■welcome me, in their 
master’s name ; and declared that the Rajah 
had given orders that cveiy thing' should bo 
done to make my residence in his territory as 
agreeable as possible. I was first presented ■^vith a 
number of baskets, full of flowers, fruits, and ve- 
getables, arranged in the most tasteful manner; 
then ■with fowls, sheep, eggs, and other provisions. 
The treasurer expressed his regret tliat his High- 
ness had taken all his ctxdcs ndtli him to Delhi, and 
that it would therefore be impossible to set hcforc 
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me sucli a repast as he ought : he added, that a 
carriage and elephants Avcrc at my command, to 
view the citadel and the city, at my convenience. 

Close to tiie Char Baugh is an orchard, in Avhich 
the Bajah keeps rams, cocks, antelopes, and quails, 
for fighting ; and innumerable favourite birds, for 
the amusement of his wves. Among the game- 
cocks, arc several for which his Highness had paid 
200 rupees for the pair. Hear this garden some 
tigers, and six leopards, trained to hunt antelopes, 
^Ye^o kept ; each of the latter animals reposed on a 
bedstead, and had two servants to attend on him, 
one of whom was constantly engaged in driving 
away the flies and other insects witli a fan I On 
our return to the villa, a combat of animals was 
exhibited on the lower platform for my entertain- 
ments — these combats arc often the only amuse- 
ment, and the only employment of Indian princes ! 
The t>Yo ministers with their attendants stood round 
iis in picturesque groups, and at every furious at- 
tack of the fighting animals asked us, irith childish 
glee, if it was not tumasha ? (very fine.) 

"When the sun was near setting, an elephant was 
brought to carry us to tlie citadel. It lies at the 
north-western end of the town, is in the form of a 
pentagon, and consists of -walls of lieum stone sixty 
feet high, reckoning from the bed of tlie moat, which 
is thirty feet deep, and is full of ivatcr, in which 
there arc many tortoises. "Within the walls, be- 
sides, the old palace, which contains the harem, is 
the Rajah’s new palace, surrounded with pretty 
flower-gardens and fountains. "With the 'exception 
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of some dosed apartments, this palnco chiefly con- 
sists of open colonnades: one in the upper story 
contains the Rajah’s sleeping apartment, in the hot 
season: the bed is so very large that ten persons 
might very conveniently He do^vn on it ; costly 
carpets, chandeliers, some tables and chairs, arc the 
only furniture of these apartments. 

A small villa', sheltered by luxuriant trees, situ- 
ated on an eminence, which rises in terraces, is the 
residence of the Rajah in the rainy season. ' The 
view from the platform commands the wliolc city, 
and the* beautiful, richly cultivated landscape too 
great distance. An extensive palace, built of sand- 
stone and marble, in the Italian style, ivas nearly 
finbbed ; and I was told that it •\vas the Rajah’s 
intention to fit it up for distinguished British 
visiters. 

On the following rooming, the treasurer of his 
Highness had arranged an antelope hunt with 
•leopards, on the road to Deeg ; and, in order that 
we might arrive more quickly at the place of 
rendezvous, relays of elephants were placed at the 
distance of every ten miles. We rode in the dead 
of night, that is to say, at three o’clock in the 
morning, through the solitaiy streets of the town, 
and then on a broad road, between a fine avenue of 
old fig trees to Deeg. When we had passed the gate, 
the heavens, with their countless hosts of stars, 
were spread over us in unclouded splendour and 
brilliancy, and were beginning to be tinged with a 
rosy hue from the first flush of the morning dawn. 

Sunrise, on a fine spring morning, lias always 
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a new and ineiTablc charm; but Iicrc, wlierc the 
atmosphere is so rare that the colours appear 
equally tender and defined on the dark blue sk}', 
where the brightest rose-colour gradually deepens 
into the most beautiful purple, and where at 
length the glowing orb of the sun rises from an 
ocean of gold, this sight is always inexpressibly 
magnificent : this morning we enjoyed this glorious 
scene in all its splendour. We had just mounted 
the second elephant, when the warm beams of tlic 
sun raised tlic temperature from 52° Fabrenlicit 
to GS®. A little before seven o’clock ^ve reached 
the carts On which the two leopards were placed. 

The chase continued two hours, amid small woods 
and luxuriant wheat fields in full car. Tiic 
country abounds in game, and troops of antelopes 
were seen alternately with flamingoes and peacocks : 
these birds, which arc looked upon as sacred, and 
paraded in great . numbers in the fields, must not 
be pursued on any consideration* Tlicy arc so 
tame, that wc could have caught them with our 
hands. After wc had let the leopards loose three 
times, I'took leave of my companions and proceeded 
on the road to Dccg. 

If I was already charmed with this lovely country, 
and astonished by the abundance of game, I was 
still more delighted as I proceeded on my journey 
mounted on an elephant, for I counted in one place 
above SOO antelopes, and great numbers of par- 
tridges and peacoefo}. At a short distance from. 
Dccg, we met the camp of the Ilajah, who was 
returning homo to his capital j T, however, avoided 
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an interview, because T knew that it would not be 
convenient to his Highness. 

A handsome, but ruinous gate, of the time of the 
highest splendour of the Mogul empire, leads into 
Deeg, wliich is otherwise quite open, and contains 
a neglected clay citadel, and some colossal j\Iogul 
ruins, which resemble those of Delhi. On the 
other hand, there is a palace built by Hunjeet 
Singh, which is one of the finest Hindoo edifices 
of modem date. On ray arrival there, I was 
received by the governor of Decg, and the prin- 
cipal persons in the town, who offered to show me' 
the palace and the gardens. 

The palace, which is situated in a pleasant fruit 
and flower garden has a very fine fa5adc, and pro- 
jecting brings. There arc several open, vaulted 
colonnades, in the Jlogul Hindoo style, wliich arc . 
closed "With curtains. Great care has been bestowed 
on the •waterworks; there arc no Jess than COO 
fountains, in the most varied forms ; but ns eight 
days arc requisite to make them play, I was 
obliged to content myself with looking at the 
hundred fountains of the front basin. From tlic 
centre arcade of the principal building is a com- 
plete view of these wTiferworks and of the gnnlcn 
in its whole length ; and here a scat ■n'as placet!, 
that I might enjoy tliis interesting siglit, ns well as 
the splendid show of flowers. ’ 

The officers of his Highness behaved with the 
most delicate attention, and presented me with 
beautiful baskets of flowers and fruits; making 
many inquiries respecting iny trishes or cormiiands. 
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and were pleased repeatedly to express tlieir regret 
that 1 would not spend the night here. ^Vhen I 
took leave, the governor requested me to sign a 
report to the Rajah, that his Highness might he 
convinced, that 1 was satisfied with ray reception. 

After having rested here above an hour, I again 
mounted my elephant, and rode on to ilathura. . 
In the vicmlty of a village, about half-way from 
T)eeg to Mathura, is a beautiful Hindoo temple, 
situated in the middle of a garden, and before it is 
a largo Vailed tank, with steps descending into it. 

A battalion of his Highness's troops was en- 
camped near this temple- Most of the soldiers were 
bathing in the tank, others wei*e performing their de- 
votions in the pagoda, and gave me n view of Hindoo 
worship on a large scale; but it was rather a 
• picturesque and original than an elevating scene. 

In the last village of the Rajah’s dominions I had 
to change my elephant for a palanquin. "Wliile the 
hearers w-crc preparing for their journey, the chief 
• of the place, with several attendants, paid me a 
visit, and, to show their hospitality ^brought flowers, 
almonds, raisins, and sugar-candy in plated earthen- 
Avare vessels, and repeatedly expressed their satis- 
faction at my tasting some of the sweetmeats. At 
four o’clock I was already on the classic soil of 
Mathura. 

When ^lahmood I.‘of Ghuznee destroyed this re- 
markable place in 1017, and gave it up to plunder 
for twenty days, be was so struck with its splen- 
dour and extent, that he wrote to his governor at 
Gluizncc that, “ there were in it a thousand buildings 
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and temples, mostly of'marWc, ns firm ns the fnitli 
of the fntthful; huiWtngs which must have cost 
many millions sterling, and linvc required at least 
t^vo hundred years for their erection.” 

IUnhrnood spared the temples, the solidity and 
beauty of which arc said to Iiavc restrained him; 
but part of the city was burnt, and all the idols, 
tlio majority of which were of gold and silver, were 
destroyed or melted down. According to Ferishtn, 
there were five idols of gold here, whose eyes, -which 
were made of rubies, were worth 50,000 denari 
(i22,333h) ; .on nuothcr idol there was a sapphire 
weighing 400 miscal, and the idol itself yielded 
98,300 miscal of pure gold. Three hundred camels 
were loaded •^■ith silver alone, and sent to Ghuznec : 
but there are no-w scarcely any remains of the an* 
cient capital of the Saracen®, though some spots in- * 
dicate that extensive buildings formerly stood there. 
Mathura having been the birthplace of Krishna, is 
the resort of pilgrims and of Hindoo princes ; among 
whom, the Rajah of Bhurtpoor comes several times 
in the year to wash away his sins, and also goes to 
Bindrabun for the same purpose. 

JIatliura is built in the form of an arch, on the 
elevated right bank of the Jumna, hard by the 
river, "where there are numerous flights of steps 
descending into the -water, which is the resort of 
many hundred persons, who come from far and near 
to bathe, in this spot -whicli is sacred to Krishna. 
The town was formerly surrounded by the lofty 
wall, of wliich ontysome fragments and three gates 
now remain ; xAe oilT lOn^ wdiaai' sibnuh on a digd 
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lull, also lies in ruins, but, like the town itself, hns 
an uncommonly picturesque appearance, when view- 
ed from the ilat sandy plain on the opposite bank. 

The interior of the town is extremely dirty ; the 
streets arc narrow, Jrrcgular, and dusty, and in 
some places so ili-contrived, that two persons 'can 
scarcely pass without touching each other ; where 
the bazars arc situated (of which there are 2350) 
the houses, which arc built of bricks or clay, rise to 
the height of two or three stories, whereas in all 
.the other parts they arc little better than huts. 
The city is divided into 58 quarters, containing 
7000 brick houses with flat roofs, 5000 houses built 
of clay thatched with grass or reeds, 190 Hindoo 
mandars or places of prayer, and 19 mosques. 

Among the latter is the famous mosque built by 
the Emperor Aurengzebc, which is called by bis 
name. A magnificent Hindoo temple, erected by 
Ilajali Beer Singh Bro, of Oorchn, at the cost of 30 
lacks of rupees, formerly stood here. This temple 
Aurciigzcbo caused to be pulled down, and with the 
materials built the present mosque on its site. The 
population of ^tathura is estimated at GOOD Mussul- 
mans, and 54,000 Hindoos ; among the latter there 
are 15,000 Brahmins and Eakirs, ^Yho live about 
tiic holy places, and on the Ghauts (open flights of 
, steps), on the banks of the river, and subsist on 
the alms of the devotees. 

Though the Jumna is navigable at all seasons of 
the year, even for large boats, trade is not consider- 
able, because the surrounding countr}’ produces 
only com and cotton. In the rainy season the 
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river extends to the brcadUi of COO paces, but in 
the dry season it divides into several iinns, and 
forms sand l)anks, and, in some places, (for' instance, 
near the cavnlr)' barracks,) is only three feet deep. 
It is said, that since tljc canal beriveen Karnaul and 
Dellii has been restored, tJjo depth of n'ater in the 
river has decreased two feet at this place : from 
October to June the communication is kept up by 
a bridge of boats below tbc to^vn. 

The soil is light,' sandy, and mixed with Cankar: 
it is not, however, favourable to horticulture, be*. 
cause the water of the wclla employed in irrigation 
is for the most part brackish, the earth is saturated 
with saline particles, and in many places under- 
mined by white ants. Grapes, strawberries, and 
peaches, wlncb flourish in gfeat perfection at lifeerat 
and Karnaul, are here rare and insipid. There is, 
liowevcr, a great abundance of water-melons, some 
vegetables, and even potatoes. "When the English 
took possession of this'place in 1803, Mathura was 
made'a sanatory station : 10,000 men wei*o formerly 
quartered here ; but at present the garrison con- 
sists of only one regiment of sepoys and a troop of 
artillery: the caiitonments are to the south of the 
town, and are crossed in all directions by roads 
made of Cankar. 

My friend at Agra had given me letters of 
introduction to Mr. Raikes, lus colleague at this 
place, who had been expecting mo for some time, 
and received rac in the kindest manner. After my 
fatigue and privations, -because in the last two days 
I had in fact lived on fruit and rice, a bath was the 
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first tiling tliat refrcsliftl and rcinvigorated Tac. I 
■^vas unfortunately obliged to renounce the pleasure 
of excursions in the neighbourhood, because my 
darfk from Agra to Gnmipoor had already been 
provided for, for the follo^Ying day. I was, how- 
ever, fully indemnified by mating the acquaintance 
of Mr. Rnikes, who, like so many of his countrymen 
residing in India, is distinguished by his cultivated 
understanding and his urbane and friendly manner, 
and possessed the happy art of making the evening 
pass in the most agreeable way possible. 

On the following morning, at 3 o’clock, I pro- 
ceeded in a palanquin, to a village on the high road, 
ten miles distant, and twenty-two miles from Agra. 
It ■^vas my intention to go to that city in a buggy, 
which my friend at Agra 'ms to send to meet me, 
and Mr. Raikes had furnished me with a Suwar, to 
provide against any mstakes; but when we reached 
the village no carriage ms to be found, and I had 
no resource left, but to mount the Suwar’s horse, 
and continue my journey alone, in hopes that I 
might find some other conveyance on tho road. 
However, I saw neither carriage nor camel for fen 
miles, when my horse became so tired, that I was 
obliged to proceed at a very slow pace. Luckily 
for me, I met with an officer under Mr. Raikes, 
who was just on the point of returning to Agra in 
his carriage, in which be very politely offered mo a 
seat, which I gladly accepted, and left the horse 
under the care of the cluef magistrate of the village. 
We had scarcely set out when wc met the camel, 

VOL. II. G . 
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nnd ft Siiwar sent by my frb2n(l from 'Agra ; and it 
appeared that a misunderstanding Imd been tlic 
cause of the delay. Thus I rcnchcd tlic to^^'n in 
vciy* good time, and quickly making preparations to 
continue iny journey, took leave of my friend, and 
set out in ft palanquin for Cawnpoor. 
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LETTER X 

TO ALEXAKDnn YON HUMBOLDT. 

Journey to Caic7ipoor . — Tltc town and the neiyhhourhood , — 
Journey to Lueknoie. — Hittorieal notieee of the hingdom 
• of Oude.’^Luchnorr.— House of the Urilish Jleiidejit . — 
Combats of elephants . — The country palaces of the King 
of Oude. — Nasseeree-SaugJif and Padsha~I)augh. — 
The jMetes.— The palace of Constontia . — The Observ- 
atmy.-—TJw road from JIuion-'Ahnsh — The tomhs qf 
Imam’^'Dara and Husan-Ahad. — Hides through the 
laxar. — Audience of the lung of Oude. — His palace 
and mode of life.— Tomb of the Nabob Saadut~Ali Khan. 
The King's menagerie.— Ride along the Goomiy.— Return 
to Caicnpoor.— Departure for Allahabad,— Allahabad and 
its environs.— Tombs of Shah Kusra.— Society at Alla~ 
halad. — Journey to Renares . — Benares.— ..peregrination 
through the city, and vieto of the Hindoo temples . — The 
village of Durgagund with the sacred snonheys., — Ruins 
and tower near the village of Saranath. 

Benares, March 14. 1843. • 

I TAKE it for granted flmt you have read my letter 
to Mr. Carl Ritter, in which I give an account of 
my stay at Agra, and of tny journey through the 
country of Bhurtpoor. Resuming my narrative at 
the point where 1 htok^ off, X wllV nov? give yon an. 
outline of some of my proceedings in the kingdom 
of Oude, in Aliahahad, and Benares. You Avill 
probably hear many things, with which you are 

a 2 
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already acquainted ; but an eye-witness is always 
inclined to be led away by bis own personal -expe- 
rience, and to take for new what is already well 
kno^vn. 

I left Agra at £ve o’clock in the afternoon of the 
24th, and performed the journey to Ca^Tnpoo^, a 
distance of 130 miles, in twenty-four hours. My 
bearers took roe over the bridge of boats, to the 
left bank of the Jumna, and proceeded, at a brisk 
pace, on. a road of Cankar, wdiich is partly planted 
■with trees, through the fertile, diversified Doab, to 
Mynpoore. It is, as Dr. Adams has obser\'ed, a 
light-coloured, sUmy soil, consisting of clayey, 
silicious, and calcareous earth, wliicJi, as you ap- 
proach Allahabad, is more and more mixed with 
mica, which is not found on the south bank of the 
Jumna : it is very different from the Dundelcund 
side, where a black clayey earth, mi.xed ■with vege- 
table substances, predominates. 

On the 25th, at eleven in the morning, I reached 
the town of Jlynpoore, wbicli is surrounded by 
pleasant gardens, and elegant bungalows: here 
I first met the hearers of water from the Ganges, 
Tvhich is taken by the Brahmins, at certain points 
of that river, p.artrcularly at its confluence witii 
the Jumna: it is sealed by them, or attested by 
a certificate as tljo genuine sacred ivater, and is 
delivered to the bearers. It is usually put into 
round bniss vc'scls, with flat lids, which are en- 
closed between four small bamboos, tied together in 
a point at the top : two or foUr such vessels fas- 
tened to a bamboo canc, tying over the shoulder, 
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arc carried by the bearers to the most distant 
parts of India, and arc sold to the princes and 
nobles at higli prices, or, they arc presented as 
consecrated offerings to temples which enjoy par- 
ticular celebrity. 

In the hours of noon, "when the burning beat of 
the sun renders travelling very fatiguing, 1 passed 
many extremely picturesque groups of travellers, 
■who had pitched, their tents, or were resting under 
. the shade of bananas and mangoes ; merchants 
•Nvith their waggons of goOds, families going to 
.•weddings or otlier festivities, bayaderes, "water- 
carriers, and peasants; the men with tlieir sabre 
ir\ their hand, and a shield at their back; the 
■women enveloped in white garments. In the vi- 
cinity of these shady places there is generally n 
tank or a •well, at which the weary travellers refresh 
themselves by a bath, or by sprinkling themselves 
with water, while others are preparing the repast, 
or smoking the liookah in silent contemplation. 

I arrived at Ca^v^lpoo^ on the 2Gth Februaiy, at 
1 o’clock, •when the heat ^vas82^'’ Fabr., which "was 
extremely oppressive. The tovm itself (situated in 
26° 30' north latitude, and ^0“ 12' east longitude 
from Greenwich) is stnall, mean-looking, and dirty ; 
hut on the right bank of the Ganges many hundred 
bungalo^YS, the barracks of the troops, and the bazars, 
extend in a semicircle, for nearly five miles, which 
imparts to the -whole a striking and splendid ap- 
pearance. C.a"Wnpoor is a principal station of the 
British, in which there arc at present one European 
regiment of infantry, one European regiment of 
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cavaliy, four regiments of native infantry, one regi- 
ment of light cai’slry, some companies of artilleiy'? 
and several dep&ts ; in all, above 8000 men. 

Several of the bungalows arc most picturesquely 
situated, on the banfe of the Ganges, which rise 
to the height of 100 feet : they are fitted up most 
luxuriously, and have very extensive gardens, in 
which tamarinds, mangoes, bananas, neemes, acacias, 
and fig trees (^F. re?.), overshadow a rich carpet of 
flowers which charms the senses. by the magnifi- 
cence of its colours, and the fragrance of its per- 
fume. In the circumjacent country, there are fine 
fields of wheat and barley in ear, which ore suc- 
ceeded by the crops of maize, rice, sugar-cane, 
cotton, gram, jowary, and' indigo ; potatoes, pease, 
and cauliflower, and many other vegetables, ore 
grown in the gardens, but the former are insipid. 
This is the time of the ‘birds of passage, some of 
which, especially flm ortolans, are considered a 
dainty : they are 'rather larger than our larks, but 
their taste is more piquant. The climate' is very 
agreeable to the European from October to the end 
of February, and fires are by no means unwelcome 
in the morning and evening. On the other hand, 
the time of the hot wifids, from Jlarch to July, and 
the rainy seaeou which succeeds, arc equally un- 
healthy and intolerable- In the former, tliick 
clouds of dust constantly load the drj', glowing at- 
mosphere, against the prejudicial influence of which, 
even the mats of the verandas, thougJi kept con- 
stantly wet, aflbrd no adequate protection ; and 
when fie monsoons hrtsg irtcessant torrents of 
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rain, ■which cause all the rivers to overflow, the air 
is ^ed with very disagreeable dampness Avhich 
produces fever and cholera. 

One of my friends had given me an introduction 
to his brothcr‘in-law, Lieutenant Anson of the ninth 
regiment of Lancers; but before I could find his 
residence in this great city of villas and bungalows, 
several hours had passed away, and evening "would 
• have come on, if that hospitable officer had not sent 
one of his servants to meet me. I passed only one 
day at Cawnpoor, cluefly among the officers of the 
ninth re^ment of Lancers, w'ho liad the kindness to 
make roe a member of their mess. 

On the 27th, at six in the afternoon, I set out by 
dawk, for Lucknow, whichisforty*threcmLlcs distant. 
The day was clear, but extremely warm and op- 
pressive; for the temperature, which Imd hitherto 
been, uniformly, not above 58® in the morning, 
82^® at the most at noon, and 78^® in the evening, 
suddenly rose on this day to 60“ in the morning, 
87“ at noon, and 78“ in the evening, at wliich it 
remained almost unchanged for several days. My 
palanquin bearers carried iw> over the bridge of 
boats thrown across the Gangps, which is 500 paces 
in length, and subsequently for some miles along 
the sandy bed of the river. As soon as T passed 
from the Enghsii territory into the kingdom of 
Oude, — the ancient North Kausala, or “ the Ilap- 
pyr — I was struck with, the dliFerence in the cul- 
tivation of the soil : there, the country was like ’ a 
garden, here, there arc only n few arable fields 
amidst immense tracts of desert. 



88 


THE VIZIRS OF OODE. 


The vizirs of Oude, tBe representatives of the 
great Moguls, made themselves quite independent 
of the throne at Delhi after the death of Aurengzehc. 
They are some of tlie most ancient allies of the 
English ; for their country was guaranteed to them 
us far back as the year 1765, in consequence of 
which, in 1768, the vizir engaged not to maintain 
more than 35,000 men under arms, of whom only 
10,000 were to he disciplined like the British troops. 
At a later period, the British government having 
secured to the vizir the possession of some portions 
of territory, he engaged to pay two lacs and 10,000 
rupees per month, in order to subsidise for his 
protection, a corps of two battalions of Europeans, 
sis battalions of sepoy’s, and a company of artillery. 
The vizir being unable sutBcicntly to protect him- 
self, either in his own country or against attacks 
from without, became more cud more dependent 
on the English, and \vns gradually obliged to con- 
sent to the cession of larger tracts of tcrritoiy, and 
to tlic pa^nnent of more considerable subsidies. 

By the ofiensive and defensive nUrance, concluded 
in the year 179R, Sadat Alt Klmn not only ngrcod 
to pay n subsidy of Gj? lacs j>cr annum, but cc<led 
jVllahabad to thcEjigUsh, and consentcil to receive an 
nuxiliaiy' coqis of 10,000 men : it was stipulated at 
the same time that the vizir sliould not make any 
political alliances without the consent of the English. 
The payments agreed upon being, however, made 
very irregularly, the British government indncctl 
tlic vizir to cede territories of the annual vjilue of 
135 lacs: the EngUsb, on tUcir part, promlseil to 
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protect him on all occasions, and for that purpose 
stationed a brigade with some artillery at Lucknow. 

On the other band, this shadow of a prince was 
recognised by the English, in 1819, as King of Oude, 
and in the following year, on his coronation, he as- 
sumed, to his great satisfaction, and to the-vex- 
alion of the Mahometans, the titles of “ Father 
of Victory, Restorer of Religion, Protector of the 
Stars, the true Sultan, and King of the Age I " 

By this proceeding he put an end to the nominal 
connection which still subsisted, ns vizir and subedar 
of the King of Delhi, and made himself a prince 
wholly dependent on the English. In the Burmese 
war the king lent to the British government 
crorcs of rupees at six per cent. ; of which sum, 
however, the Company retained a part, for whlcli it 
engaged to pay certain pensions, to the relations 
and ministers of the king, after bis death. For on 
the death of a king of Oude, not only arc his im- 
mediate officers changed, but bis relations are set 
aside, and the ■ministers ■who were in office disappear 
from public life. 

KingKaseer-ud-din Hyder, who is well known as 
a poet, died on the 7th of July, 1837, and his next 
surviving uncle on the father’s side, Kasccr-ud- 
dowlah succeeded him on the throne, according to 
the iilahometan law ; but the -widow of the late 
king wished that her adopted grandson, Mun Jaun, 
shftuld he. huag, v.wi in him 

placed on the throne, for a few hours, in the Bara- 
dehri of the palace. Colonel Low, who at tliat 
time resided at the court, ^vith his brother-in-law 
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Captain Shakespeare, Tvas in the palace endeavouring 
to dissuade the king’s -widow froiti this step : but 
all liis remonstrances were fruitless, and -he was for 
a time exposed to the greatest danger from her 
adherents, from -a’hich he and his brother-in-law 
■were not relieved, till the trcKsps’ burst open tlie 
gates of the palace, by means of elephants. The 
queen-mother, wnth the pretender and the chief 
partisan, -were taken prisoners and conveyed to 
Chunar, 

Naseer-ud-dowlah, who was constantly confined 
to a sick bed, by bodily sufferings, reigned only 
five years. Mohatned Umjud Ali Shah, -who has 
now been on the throne for tlie last eight months, 
governs a country 23,922 English square miles in 
extent, w’ith only three loilhons of inhabitants, 
most of -whom arc Hindoos: he was born and edu- 
cated in the harem, and is dissolute and fond of 
pleasure. Yet this ignorant prince, encouraged 
by unprincipled flatterers and courtiers, fancies 
that he is able to guide alone, the reins of so ex- 
tensive a kingdom. 

Insurrections take place, alternately, in all p.arts 
of the country. The revenue, which 'formerly 
amounted to nearly three millions sterling, now 
scarcclyl)rodnces half thotsuin.nndmust be collcctc<l 
from tlic great Jagliirdars by military force. Yet the 
court is still surrounded with incredible splendour, 
and is rich in gold, in jewels, and elephants, which, 
however, is chiefly defrayed by means of tlic trea- 
sures amassed by his predecessors, wliich are said 
to have maou-nted \u 1804. to 10,000,0001. stcrUng. 
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The army, consisting of 43,000 men, witli more 
than one hundred pieces of cannon, is ill paid 
and equipped, mth the exception of the ferr dis- 
ciplined troops, among ■which there are many half- 
castes. 

After travelling about twenty miles, I came 
to the new road which - has been made hy the 
King’s order, and crossed several small, arclicd 
stone bridges. Immediately after midnight, the 
shy ■was suddenly overcast, the lightning flashed 
on all sides, the storm came nearer and nearer, 
and the lightning ■was so bright and continued, 
that the •whole country seemed to bo in flames. 
My bearers ran as fast as they could, almost five 
miles in an hour j but the storm, accompanied ■n’ith 
a violent hurricane and rain, overtook us, the torch 
was extinguished, and the bearers were compelled 
to set down tbe palanquin. Surrounded by these 
half-naked figures, who, seeking protection hcliind 
the palanquin, crouched closely together, I was 
compelled to lie still, for a -whole hour : the storm 
and the lightning then ceased, the thunder died 
away, a total calm suddenly succeeded, and the 
starry heavens appeared -without a doud. This 
storm was followed by an uncommonly fine morn- 
ing; nature seemed to bo revived; the air was 
purer, and more aromatic than ever, and the 
verdure of the fields, and the foliage of the trees, 
glowed la the brightest Vracs. At a short distance 
before I reached Lucknow, I met a man upon a 
camel, who was sent to meet mo by Captain 
Shakcspesirc, the political agent at that city, to 
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■wliom I had been introduced by letter, by lus 
brother Sir Riclimond. 

Lucknow is situated in 20* 5B' north latitude, 
and 80* 58' east longitude from Greenmch, on 
the banks of the river Goomty, on the classic soil 
of the Lakhsmanavati. Tlie city is very irregular, 
partly dirty and closely built, partly consisting of 
liandsome, broad, clean, streets, and has a popu- 
lation of 300,000 inhabitants. Splendid buildings 
and monuments alternate with mosques, fine gar- 
dens, and villas, which bear evidence of the la^nsh 
profusion of vain and foolish princes, who en- 
deavoured, by means of their treasures, to collect 
all the curiosities and toys in the world, in order 
to adorn wtli them their palaces, and the tombs 
of their ancestors, in the most childish, ridiculous, 
and grotesque taste. 

As we approached the open city, which, on this 
side, did not show any thing of its extent and 
splendour, my guide led me past some large gar- 
dens, then through several n.'iri'ow, insignificiuit 
streets, till we reached the fore court of a hand- 
some building, the residence of Captain Shakes- 
peare. I was received by this nccomplishod officer 
like an old fnend, and found every accommodation 
in Ins pleasant abode, wliicli is fitted up in the most 
convenient manner. 

This villa is a strong building, t'wo stories high, 
■witli verandas attached to both stories. The ' 
lower apartments open into a small, but verj* 
elegant fruit and flower-garden, on the side of 
which there is a walled basin for swimming ; the 
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■usuiil bating apartments are at tlic four corners 
of the house, adjoining the hcd'chambors, Xhls 
channing residence, like most of the houses oc- 
cupied hy the English In this city, was built by 
Europeans, who were in the service of the vizirs 
and kings of Oude, whose nidc-dc-camps they were: 
the King keeps them in repair, and has left them 
to the English free of expense. 

In the Immediate -viemity of this housp, se- 
parated from it only by a wall and garden, is the 
palace of the British ambassador at this court. It 
is erected on n small eminence, and consists of 
' two large, handsome buildings, which arc opposite 
to each other, and have a colonnade in front. 

• In one of them, which contains three stories, the 
apartments under ground arc- for the hot season, 
and in the two above ground there arc only the 
sitting rooms and the offices : all the apartments 
arc spacious and handsome, and arc fitted up in the 
most costly and tasteful manner. 

From the platform of this house there is a mag- 
nificent view of the whole city, which appears like 
a p.anoTaTna, and with its many white minarets, 
gilded cupolas, palaces, sepulchral monuments, and 
gardens, traversed by the navigable Goomty, has a 
very grand effect. The life and hustle of the 
population, which is more ilahometau than Hindoo, 
may he traced to the most distant point. They 
have quite a mania for training flocks of pigeons, 
which swarm about the royal palaces, and almost 
every house, and arc taught, according to signals 
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made with red flags, to rise in the air, to disperse, 
and to re-assemWe. 

■\Vlien the eye returns from the distant prospect 
to the scene immediately at hand, it is refreshed by 
the vievr of a beautiful flower garden, whicli 
surrounds this palace on three sides. In the 
second edifice are the state apartments; spacious 
saloons, furnisiicd "mth costly chandeliers, nlirrors, 
and silk divans. It is the custom for the am- 
bassador to return the invitations to breakfasts 
and dinners which he has received; the King, 
therefore, is present at these fetes two or three 
times in a year, 'with liU sons and the officers of 
his household, amounting to more than twenty 
persons ; the King, however, always brings his cook 
with him, and takes nothing but tea. As soon as 
dancing begins, his Majesty invariably retires. 

General Nott, the present ambassador, had made 
lu3 entry into Lucknojv a few days before my 
arrival. On this occasion the King and the people 
had received the celebrated General with the 
greatest honovirs. His Majesty, surrounded by his 
sons and courtiers, mounted on 200 richly adorned 
elephants, and attended 'by all his regular troops, 
went out to meet him : almost all the inhabitants 
in their gala dresses joined the precession; and 
General Nott assured me that it was a truly fairy 
scene, exceeding all the pictures which the fancy 
could form of an enchanted Indian kingdom. 

The King had prepared a breakfast for the 
General, and afterwards the company viewed from 
tie arcatfes on the G<K^airt ^ 
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ivliicli toolc place on the opposite hank. Tins is a _ 
singubr, but for the ilahouts a vei^^ dangerous, 
uTnusement for only male animals with tusks are 
selected for it, which arc driven on by the iia* 
bouts till they rush against each other. 'VTlicn the 
elcpliantsbcglnto combat, the shock is often so great, 
that the ^lahouts are thro%vn off and trampled under 
foot, and the furious animals cannot be separated 
except by firing: on this occasion, however, the 
'combat was not dangerous; one of the elephants 
repeatedly ran away, and, when he met his oppo- 
nent, made but little resistance: he was soon after- 
wards seized vritli the Malta, and killed his keeper. 

On the first day of my visit, as soon as the sun 
had partly gone down, and the heat of 89® Fahr. 
was less oppressive, my kind host drove mo to 
a summer palace of the King. Thougli two ele- 
phants with splendid houdahs stand from morning 
till evening before the palace of the ambassador, and 
of the resident, ready for his service, wo preferred a 
, light buggy, and drove tlwough broad, wcU- 
watcred, macadamised roads, round the royal 
pa^cc, to the Goomty. On the way, I had ample 
opportunity to observe one of the fancies of the 
King, which consists in having all the houses of the 
city painted white, or in colours, and covered with 
scenes of Indian life. 

It is not his object to encourage works of art, 
but to produce something gay and glaring to strike 
the eye, and make the spectator laugh. 

. There arc two bridges over the Goomty ; one of 
stone, which is arched, at the north end of the city, 
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{ind a pontine bridge at the south. An iron 
bridge of three arches, 200 paces in length, wliich 
Saadut Ali caused to be brought from England in 
1810, had remained, up to this time, in the cases in 
Tvhich it was brought. Norr, however, it was at 
length resolved to put it up j but, when the work- 
men came to place it together, they discovered that 
some of the pieces were broken, and thus the un- 
dertaking is necessarily delayed. 

Wo crossed the bridge of boats, which is 240 
paces broad, and proceeded, in the first place, to the 
Nasseeree-Baugh, which is situated near the river. 
This is a small garden in the French style, wth a 
summer-house, adorned, or rather overladen, in a 
very tasteless manner, with articles of glass, china, 
bad paintings, copper-plates, and all sorts of baga- 
telles, The Padsha Baugh (or King’sGarden), which 
is situated at a short distance, is, on the contrary, a 
large and beautiful garden, laid out in the English 
style, and is uncommonly delightful. A basin u'ith 
many fountains intersects the garden in its whole 
length. The ground is. covered with the greatest 
variety of beds of floAvers, overshadowed by the 
dark-green foliage of mangoes, and oranges covered 
with their fragrant flowers. ** Those arc Bomba}' 
mangoes,” said the ganlcncr, “ but they do not 
produce such fmc friiit os in that country.” The 
effect of the natural beauties of this spot is spoiled 
by the many painted statues, models of sandstone 
after the antique, &c. which, by the King’s orders, 
have been daubed with a dirty red colour, and pro- 
duce a most disagreeable impression. 
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At the further end of the garden arc two pretty 
summer-houses with marble baths, and vapour- 
baths, connected ^vith a spacious harem, >Yhich 
consists of a quadrangular building, the inndows 
and doom of wlncli arc towards the inner court. 
This ediBce is so situated, that the King can 
sec the amusements of the ladies from the colon- 
nade of the palace. His Majesty often spends 
several days here secluded from all the rest of the 
world, and gives himself up completely to the 
pleasures of the harem. 

Wo next visited the King’s private mews; a 
large square court auixouudcd by the stables. 
Above 100 horses wore led out before us; among 
which, were several fine Arab and half Arab 
animals, but they are all so well fed, that they 

■ arc wholly incapacitated for any great exertion. 

■ The Indian horses (without Arab blood), which arc 
seldom more than five feet two indies high, arc 
not so handsome as the European ; thebead is large, 
and not so noble *, the cars lie tod much forward, 
but nevertheless, the animals are spirited, hardy, 
and vigorous. The stables arc opposite the royal 
palace, and so near the bank of the river that we 
re.'iolvcd to view the King’s yacht. 

The sovereigns of Oude liave arrived at splendour 
and luxurj’, iu every thing about them*. Kasecr 
ud-diu llyder proeuted, in 1S‘20, the hrst steam- 
boat, for excursions on the Gauges; but this did 
not satisfy him, and he therefore obtained from 
Calcutta, at a great expense, ix yacht built on tbe 
model of n man-of-war. On board this handsome 
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vessel the King lias his o\m apartment fitted iqi in 
tlic most costly manner; hut wliich, as tvcU as the 
vessel itself, is liow in a very dirty and neglected 
state. ' On our way hack we met the King’s second 
son, a stout youth fifteen years of ago, in an open 
palanquin, wearing a liead-drcss resembling a tiara, 
and surrounded by a disorderly crowd of dirty lance 
bearers and attendants on horseback and on camels; 
elephants and horses closed the rear. His counte- 
nance beamed with cheerfulness and contempt, 
and he repeatedly nodded to us in the most friendly 
manner. 

In n desolate mangoc-garden, four miles to the 
south of the city, near to the river, is a large, shape- 
less palace, called Constantia, which was erected by 
Claude Martin, the Frenchman, at an expense of 
150,000/. sterling. We i*odc to it the following’ 
moi'ning, before sunrise, accoinjianied by some 
horsemen. Constantia, which is five stories high, 
is built of marble, sandstone, and bricks; it is a 
medley of the Frcncli, Italian, and Greek styles, 
combined with Hindoo and Jlahometan architecture, 
and has two towers, wliich stand on either side of the 
platfoiTn : the battlements and towers are adorned 
with colossal lions. The apartments, which arc 
small and dark, arc ornamented withloohinf^-r'Iasses, 
shells, and various kinds of Italian sculpture-’,' and 
bas-reliefs, of plaster of Paris and marble. It bears 
the following inscription: “ Lahore ef Cori’ildntia." 

Claude Martin was originaUj a member of the 
Roman Catholic church, but having disagreed with 
it, he stigmatises its customs as prejudices, its 
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ordmances as priestcraft, lie found, however, no 
comfort in the other religious creeds which he sue* 
ccssivcly adopted, and, jKsrcciving, as he said, tlmt 
their ways to heaven w'cre even still 11101*0 absurd 
than the faith in which he had been brought up, he 
subsequently returned to his (irst belief, and devoted 
his life to the relief of the |KK)r and liclploss. In 
this spirit, he founded, at the cxpcncc of 100,000^. 
sterling, the institution at Calcutta, called la 
^[al’tin^hre \ in which fifty Ghristian boys and 
twenty-six girls received education gratis. His 
body reposes in a marble sarcophagus, in one of 
the lower apartments of this palace, with the 
following inscription: “ ZZerr lies Major-General 
Claude Martin, bom at Lyons, 1735', anived in India 
a common soldier, and died at Lucknoio iZth of Sep- 
temher, 1800. Pray for his soul." Four statues 
the size of life cawed out of wood, representing 
grenadiers, Avith a musket on the shoulder, keep 
guard in the four niches. 

This extensive palace is now in the possession 
of the King, who allows the English to live in it at 
their pleasure. From the suminit of the towers, 
there is a very •wide and noble prospect: to the 
south spreads the valley of the Goomty, bordered by 
corn-fields, jungles, and woods; and to the north 
lies the large handsome city, to which the minarets, 
and the gilded and white cu|K3las of the iiumeioiis 
palaces and sepulchres, give inexpressible splendour. 
In front of the palace of Constantin, is a reservoir, 
•with a column forty feet high, rising iii the centre, 
and the eye is refreshed by the briglit colours of 



100 . 


TUC OBSERVATORY. 


R pretty flower-garden, and the dark gi'een of the 
mangoes, which flourish all around. 

Js^est to this is an extensire domain, called the Dil- 
kusha Park, “ The king’s Delight it is an artificial 
■wilderness, well stocked vnth antelopes, peacocks, 
and jackals. In this park is a small country-house, 
belonging to the King, which was built by Mr. Ouslcy 
an Englishman, who resided here as nide-dc-cainp to 
Naseer ud Dowlah. The apartments are fitted up 
in the French style, and are ornamented, with indif- 
ferent oil paintings. l\Tien ire had viewed it, ire rode 
homo along a fine road lately made through the park. 

After having rofrcslied myself ■iWth a bath, niul 
partaken of a good breakfast, I mounted an cleplinnt 
and rode to the obscn'atory. Tlic kings of 
Ondc hare for many years p.atronised astronomy, 
more, however, from motives of curiosity and love 
of astrology, than from any interest in tlic science 
itself. The observatory stands in the middle of a 
garden, at the south end of the city : it is provided 
with a libraiy nml the ncccss.ary astronomical 
instruments, and a new telescope was about to he 
set up. Ifltijor IVilcox, who is n I'cry scienttfio 
man, unil 1ms the au|>eriiitciulcnce of this institution, 
has even introduced a inagnclic obscn'atory; lie is 
assistcfl by several natives who have been eilucatcd 
in the English school, nnd of whose capacity, and 
accuracy, l>oth in taking obsen’ations, and in nuikiiig 
calculations, Major Wilcox 8|x>kc in the highot 
terms. The prc*»ent king frequently vi«lts flK* 
ob’servatorj’ in the hope of Icanung his fate from 
the stars. Ilis Majesty Ims recently entreafwl 
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!MajoT "Wilcox to contrive some plan, by means 
of which a gnn, which is to be placed before liis 
palace, shall discharge itself, every day, precisely 
at twelv’e o’clock. 

The last king, though constantly confined to his 
bed by bodily sufferings, and consequently unable 
to enjoy the sight of the various buildings, wliicli 
he caused to be erected, took great interest in the 
cmhellishment of the city. He expended largo 
sums in making the Husan Abad, a broad and 
handsome street, which runs parallel with the riycr 
towards the bridge, and traverses a considerable 
portion of the northern quarter. Thousands of 
people congregate here in the afternoons, and pass 
their time in the bazars, and in the fruit, flower, 
and corn-market. I also frequently resort thither 
mounted on an elephant, which affords the best 
possible opportunity of overlooking the whole, as 
well as of observing the details, and I daily con- 
templated these scenes of Indian life with increased 
interest. 

In the centre of the Husan Abad is a lofty 
portal, ornamented with many small towers, and 
at the further extremity of the street is the 
Imaum Barrce (holy place), where the Tizir Asoph 
ud Dowlah is buried. A noble gateway leads to 
• the fore-court, which is planted with flowers, and 
opposite to it’ is one of the grandest structures 
in Indm, containing the mortal remains of the 
arclutcct who ercetcd'thc bridge. The fumade is 
fronted hy a vaulted veranda, 280 feet in length 
and 30 in hfwidtli, and at the north end of it there 
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is ft silver pulpit. This is the resort of devotees ; 
ftnd vrhenever the priest chants verses from the 
Koran, a man with a drawn sword stands at his 
side. Among liis audience, the descendants of the 
Proph<!t are dis'tingiushed by their green dress, and 
the priests by their black or blue robes. The 
veranda communicates \rith n vaulted ball lliO 
feet in length, GO in breadth, and 40 in height, in 
the middle of which stands the silver tomb of the 
vizir and his wife ; but this noble hall is deprived of 
all dignity or solemnity, by the mean and trifling 
ornaments of lamps, chandeliers, bells, pictures, 
and bu'ds, with which it is bedizened. At cither 
extremity of this hall are two square rooms sixty- 
two feet in breadth. Close to this colossal edifice 
stands a large mosque, built of sandstone; it is 
ornamented with two high minarets, and three hold 
vaulted cupolas ; and, like the mausoleum, is 
painted white. 

Not far distant in Husan Ab.ad, is tlje sepulchre of 
Nascer ud Dowlah, which he caused to be erected 
for himself, and in which lie wns interred onl}* a 
short time after it was finished. His principal 
sei'V.ant, Asseen UIl.a, who is in disgrace with tlic 
jircsent King, hut is under the protection of the 
English, has been nominated to the oflice of keeper 
of his master’s tomb. The good-fempered little 
man, attired in his state dress, received us at the 
gate, and led us through a ]>rofty flo^vcr-ganleii, 
where many fountains were playing: this garden 
is enclosed on both sides bj- stone buildings, which 
arc eo^ucs of the TosjJo JiJoboJf in j/iiniatwre. The 
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sepulchre, 'which is opposite the entrance, is a plain 
huildlug with a veranda, and contains scvciwl apart- 
ments, in the centre and largest of. which stands the 
silver sarcophagus. Hut here, too, there arc so many 
chandeliers, lamps, glasses, and pictures hung, in 
the most tasteless maimer, that it looked more like 
the show-room of a glass warehouse, than the se- 
pulchre of u king: it is said, that articles of this 
. description to the value of live lacs, or 50,000/. 
sterling, are accumulated here. The sight of these 
ridiculous absurdities' so amused me tliat I could 
scarcely preserve my gravity, and when Asscen 
Ulla asked me whether I did not think it very 
beautiful and magnificent, I w'ns actually so con- 
fused that I could not make any reply. No doubt, 
the poor fellow thought I was quite overcome by 
the magnificence of his mnslcr’s tomb. The lateral 
buildings contain a menagerie of tlic I'arest birds, 
and quadnipeds of India; a large gold-coloured, 
long-lmix’cd goat, ^from Ncpaul, with the head of a 
cow, particularly attracted our notice. On parting, 
the good man presented' ns with some beautiful 
flowers ; and after thanking him for his civility, 
we mounted our elephant, and proceeded to view 
the buildings in the Iliisan Abad street, and the old 
bazars of tlic city. 

The objects wliich first engaged our attention 
were a tennis court, n Belvidcrc, and a menagerie, 
which lie near the hank of the river, and immediately 
strike the eye ; we likewise saw a large mosque in 
an unfinislied state, and which ivill probably ere 
long be a mass of mins, as the pi’esent king is not 
n 4 
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inclined to grant the imsfc'sunis necessary for ‘its 
completion. We ■werciBudi amused with our rides 
tlirougli tlic old bazar, a long, narrow and dirty 
street, in which the principal business of Lucknow, 
with all its peculiarities, is centred. The bazars 
are kept on the ground-floors of the houses, which 
are three stories high ; the two upper stories are 
furnished with neatly clrved verandas, which run 
like balconies in front of the sitting-rooms. As 
Soon as the sun declines, the inmateS of these houses 
appear in the balconies in a variety of groups, and 
look at the traffic in the streets ; and as most of 
the bayaderes reside here and appear unveiled, I 
had ample opportunity of seeing these fair women 
of Lucloiow. They were all bare-headed, and their 
beautiful black hair fell down in braids, or was 
interwoven with jewels ; most of them wore large 
nose-rings, wliich hung over the corners of the 
mouth, and their long car-rings touched tlieir 
shoulders. Very few of them could be called pretty, 
but fliey have piercing eyes, whicli look the more 
brilliant because tlieir eyelids are blackened with 
antimony. A coloured scarf atos thromi lightly 
and gracefully across the neck and shoulders, and 
displayed rather than concealed the fine contour of 
the upper part of their persons. They did not fail 
to make many remarks upon us, and sought to draw 
our attention, by laughing, joking, and tittering, 
but it is by no means ndvisnhle to pay any atten- 
tion to them, ns these baj-aderes are extremely im- 
portunate. 

General Xott had the goodness to ohtnin me the .. 
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privilege of nti nudicncc of liis IMajcsty, to whom 1 
was to be presented on the 2<1 of Slarch. As we 
were not to go to the palace till 9 o’clock, I first 
visited the poor-house, wliich is under the direction 
of Dr. Logan. It contained 130 inmates, most 
of whom were blind. They were lodged in healthy, 
cleanly apartments, and seemed very comfortable. 
Dr. Logan employs them in spinning, weaving, and 
other light manual work, though he at first found 
■ great difficulty' in effecting this; the blind espe- 
cially being very unwilling to learn, because they 
considered it as a punishment not to be allowed to 
pass their lives in indolence. Now, however, the 
Doctor has the pleasure of seeing them quite happy 
in this employment, and manifesting their gratitude 
to him by tlie greatest diligence. Each of these 
poor persons costs two and a half rupees per month. 
During the famine of 1838, above 800 persons 
were received into this institution. There is an 
hospital connected udth this poor-house, in W’hich 
above sixty men and women enjoy every attention. ■ 
Dr. Logan, every morning, receives the indigent 
poor of the city, who arc furnished mth medicines 
gratis. The beneficial influence of this hospital 
and dispensary may be inferred from the fact that 
above GOOD persons were relieved here last year, as 
1 myself can bear ndtucss to, from the tables which 
were shown me. 

The appointed hour for my presentation to 
“ The Protector of the Stars ” having arrived, 
General Nott, Captain Shakespeare, and myself, 
accompanied hy a guard on horschack, drove to the 
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Furrahbaksh, i, e. the place of pleasure. Hie royal 
palace lies at the south>east of the city^ close to the 
-right bank of the Goomty, and has six principal 
courts. A large portal, with iron gates, leads to 
the Pateh'lilalialah, in which is the spacious hall 
Naubut-Khan, where a military band usually per- 
forms every morning and evening. From tills first 
court we entered the Baoli, an oblong parallel- 
ogram, ornamented with flower beds, in the centre 
of which is a large marble basin, where little boats 
were plying for the amusement of the ladies, and 
many beautiful fountains jetted the cool waters into 
the air. The Furrahbaksh lies towards the river: 
it consists of open arcades and many apartments 
which may be closed with the most costly curtains, 
and in the iiot season are cooled by perfumed 
matted reeds, which the attendants maintain in a 
constant state of moisture. Opposite to the Fur-. 
rahUaksli, flights of marble steps lead to the great 
throne hall, a splendid saloon, supported by pillars, 
where stands the golden throne, inlaid with dia- 
monds, pearls, and rubies. 

Towards the east, parallel ■\vith the BaoH, is 
Sangi-Dalaun : it is built of hcAvn stone, and rises 
from a vaulted terrace. It is surrounded with 
double arcades, behind which arc the apartments of 
the inmates. The four corners and the jirincijml 
facade arc crowned w’itli cupolas, whose richly 
silver gilt roofs glistened splendidly. The inner 
.space is covered with a most boautiftd hcfl of 
flowers, intcrspcrscsl with fountains and fine shady 
avenues, and in the middle rises n srna/i ino.«Qne, 
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ivUli gildccl minarets and pavilions for Uic ladies. 
There are four distinct entrances to the npartincnts; 
a covered one on the north side for the ladies j one 
to the south for the king, and two portals on the 
cast and west for stmngcr.s. Tlic rooms arc crowded • 
with silk divans, works of art, paintings, and 
engravings. In almost every room there is a 
portrait of Xasccr-ud-din Ilydcr, who was some- 
times taken in the Indian, and sometimes in the 
European dress. Among the lower apartments, 
we accidentally discovered a room hung with black 
cloth, on which skeletons were painted, and where 
all sorts of instruments of torture were kept. We 
were aCtenvards iufonned tjint Ilydcr used here 'to 
confine those women of his Imrcin wlio withstood 
his orders, and had actually suffered two of them 
toperish in tiiis horrible chamber. 

Adjoining this edifice on the cast, is the Zciinnali, 
which contains a mass of irregular buildings, with- 
out external window's: they are the palaecs termed 
Shish-JIahal, Ivhurd-Jlahal, and Ilung-j\Inhal, each ' 
of which is environed with small flower gardens, 
and fountains. Towards the nortii lies another 
garden, hemmed in by buildings, wliicli contains the 
public offices ; on the opposite side of the road on 
the hank of the river, tlicro arc tlirce bastions -with 
cupolas covered W'ith silver roofs richly gilt. On tho* 
centre bastion is an octagon palace in which the 
king’s mother resides. 

Wo left our carriage at the gate of the BaoH, and 
General Eott was conveyed to Eim'ahhnksh in a 
tanjan ; and we followed the General, accompanied 
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by the Amecn-ud-clowlali, the King’s prime minister. 
The King, accompanied by a numerous suite of 
courtiers, came to meet us at the staircase of Furrali- 
balssli ; General Kott presented me to liis Bfajesty, 
■who gave me his hand and addressed some hind 
words to me. He is a tall, corpulent man, ivith a 
good-natured, but very ugly countenance, ■which 
is disfigured by a nose of extraordinary size. A‘ 
green silk choga, embroidered with gold and 
silver, fell from his shoulders to the ankles ; red 
silk pantaloons and shoes, embroidered with gold, 
and the points turned up, completed his dress. 
He wore a high cap like a tiara, covered with 
jewels, several strings .of large handsome pearls 
hung round his neck, and two costly diamond rings 
on his finger. His mode of life and the bias of 
his inclinations were painfully impressed upon his 
languid countenance. His Majesty has four wives 
and nearly 200 concubines, and a great number of 
children. One of the king’s ■wives (if the portrait 
which was shown rac is faithful) must be one of 
the handsomest women in India. Effeminate, weak, 
and without character, the King loves neither the 
dangers and fatigues of the chase, nor the privations 
of a military life ; he fancies helms a taste for build- 
ing, and, at present, he is possessed with the mania of 
having all the houses in the city coloured or painted. 

The Amecn-ud-dowlnli, the king’s prime minister 
and favourite, has been raised from the dregs of the 
people to his high digmfyj but he is totally ignorant 
of every branch of public business, full of distrust, 
and always ready to extricate lijjnseJf ly Jon’in- 
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trigucs. He has no heard, and lie is too slightly 
made to pass in India for a handsome man. iVhcn 
he speaks, an expression of dinning lurks about 
the corners of his moutli, and his sparkling eyes 
are constantly in motion. 

As the King had some business to transact "with 
GencrarNott’, his Majesty retired -with that officer 
qnd Captain Shakespeare to an adjoining apartment, 
^ylcantimc the Amcon-ud*doirlah offered to show me 
every thing that was worth seeing; and the re- 
noivned Dcrbar Pakcer Mcer Ilassecn Ali, called 
Londonney, because lie has lived seveiral years in 
London, acted as interpreter. The Ameen-ud*dowIah 
made mo acc^uainted with the persons around us, 
among whom one of the King's physicians, a hand- 
some slender Persian, was distinguished by his rich 
and elegant dress. His business, and that of his two 
colleagues, a JIussulman and a Hindoo, is to visit 
the king twice a day, and to feed his pulse. Before 
the king gets into the hath in the morning, and 
when he gets out of it, these learned doctors are at 
hand, and ivith grave countenances arc prepared to 
comfort or to counsel their august master: one 
might almost think,* that the King required to he 
told by his pliysicians' whether he is sick or well. 
?»Iecr Hasscen said, that the two black eunuclis, 
who are very riclily dressed in silk and costly 
shawls, and with gold chains and watches, were 
extremely happy men, for they could risitthe ladies 
as often as they pleased, and were not only lodged 
and clothed, but received 300 rupees per month ! 

The Futrahbaksh contains a large saloon with se- 
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vcral smaller apartments adjoining, ■wlncli are fitted 
up entire!}' in the European style. The ■\'ie>v to>rards 
the iTver, overlooking the broad stream, and the 
gardens on, the opposite bank, is Dstreracly beau- 
tiful. On one table in the room lay a number of 
different head-dresses, as his Majesty likes to change 
his head-gear very frequently. In half an liour I 
■was summoned to the King, and told to sit donrp 
opposite to him : he desired me to tell him much 
about my countiy, and very naturally made many 
enquiries respecting my king and his army. The 
Ameen-ud-dondah then appeared irith the Ilara, 
the chain wrought of silver tlircad linked with seven 
shields, on which the royal arms — two swords, a 
fish, the tiara, and a crowm, arc stamped in gold. 
Of this chain of honour, there arc, if I may so cx- 
pressmyself, two classes, but both are cQually taste- 
less and worthless, for were it othenvise, tlic receiver 
would not be permitted to keep them ; that of tlic 
first class is valued at twenty rupees. The King fint 
hung the chain of tlic first class round the neck of 
General Nott, wiio thankcil his Majesty, and his 
prime minister ; I ivns then honoured with a similar 
ebaii), and ns there were no nibre of the first class 
left, Captain Slinkespcare received two of the second 
cla<5s. The distribution of ottar of roses succecdt^l 
to this ceremony, and was nUo the signal for us to 
take leave. We were accomp.nnied by his Maji-sty 
to the lowest s-tep of the I'urnihKiksh, and on 
parting, he embraceil u*, nml cordially shook hand''. 

The most rcmarkablo things at Lucknow are the 
s<'pnlchrnl monuments nml gnnlcns on which large 
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sums of money arc cxpcndetl. ' Among the foi*incr 
is that of Saadut AU Khan, which lies at tho east 
end of the city ; it is a simple hut hantlsomc 
•building, surrounded by verandas, resting upon 
columns, and consists of a lofty vaulted circular 
hall, in the centre of which stands a silver ceno- 
taph. The Kabob himself rcpoScs in the lower 
vaults, in a marble sarcophagus, between his 
daughter and his grand-daughter. The garden, 
which is entirely neglected, is surrounded by co- 
lonnades and small buildings, which arc inhabited 
by some natives of Cashmere, who fled tldtlier 
twelve years ago. Huheem Mehdi, the King’s minis- 
ter and the most judicious counsellor tliat ever 
lived at this court, not only gave them n set- 
tlement here, but plenty»of work, for ho at onco 
availed himself of their skill in making shawls. 
They are still employed In this manner, hut their 
work is much inferior to that of Cashmere, and 
here, too, like their countrj'men, they bear the 
charsxctcr of liars and swindlers. 

Giiazi ud Deen Ilydcr Shah, the first king of 
• Oude, is buried on the left bank of the Goomtj", 
in a plain vaulted building which is surrounded hy 
a fine garden. Tl\c retired situation, and the 
silence which prevails here, make this a favourite 
resort of devotees, and we found a priest berc 
reading tj\c Koran to some pious ' Mussulmans. 
Kot far from it is the King’s menagerie, a large, 
square court, surrounded by piazzas: we were 
sliouTi thirteen tigers, many monkeys, rabbits, 
fighting antelopes, and rams, and fighting quails *, 
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the latter bit each other 'with sucli fury, that the 
keeper was obliged to shut up the little enraged 
creatures before the combat was decided. Tlicir 
love of fighting is excited by jealousy; and when 
tlic King lias large cntcrtninmcnts, he has them 
put upon the table at dessert, for the amusement of 
liimsclf mid his guests. 

I here saw the Heejee or Indian Ichneumon, 
wliicli is very common in the district of Moorslie- 
dahad. "WHicn taken young it is easily domesti* 
catod, nnd is vci^’ much attached to human beings. 
It possesses the remarkable property of being able 
to kill the most poisonous serpents, for even the 
Cohm on seeing the Boejee coils itself up, nnd 
remains in a state of stupor. The Beejee mean- 
while looks at its intended victim with a piercing 
eye, and, at the slightest motion, pounces upon it, 
seizes the serpent by the head, nnd kills it upon 
the spot. 

I am sorry to say, the \Tilue of this menagerie 
has been vei'y much decreased by the removal of 
several animals — six Rhinoceroses and several 
other remarkable animals laa^ng been taken to • 
adorn various sepulchral monuments. 

In conclusion, I must mention the Shah-SIanzil 
(i. e. the lung’s house), -which is situated in a fine 
garden, and consists of a spacious apartment, sup- 
ported by columns, furnished -with silk divans, and . 
three chandeliers, of the -value of 81, 000?. sterling. A 
large marble basin in front of it was nearly com- 
pleted. Though the English residents have many 
gardens, they have, however, likewise formed a fine 
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large parlc at the south-west cml of the city, wlicrc 
they enjoy the beauties of surrounding nature. 

On. the morning of the fourth of llnrcli, the last 
that I spent at Lucknow, I took a ride along the 
left bank of the Goomty. Immediately beyond the 
bridge of boats, a path leads close to tbc waterside ; 
luKUriant corn-fields alternate with fine gardens, 
where the domes and gilded tops of the summer 
houses appear betweeir the thick foliage of lofty 
mangoes which were covered with blossom. This 
beautiful landscape which we enjoyed in the mild 
temperature of 65‘’F., reminded us of some of our na- 
tive scenery ; but the picture became quite Oriental 
when, on our return, we had the city before us, 
with Us innumerable Tninarcls, its gilded and wiiito 
cupolas, and the elegant little' towers of the royal 
palace, the sepulchres and mosques, whose brilliant 
colours, contrasted wnth the bright blue of the sky, 
produced a wonderful effect. The river exhibited 
a scene of uncommon activity, traffic boats, 
small barks, and fishing boats, wore rowing back- 
wards and forwards ; the Iting’s gondola, adorned 
^ at the forepart with two horses leaping from the 
ja-ws of a fish, was steering to the Dilkushn Park, in 
case it might he his Majesty’s pleasure to come back 
by water. 

On my return, I found an invitation from the 
'most wealthy Hindoo banker (who was said to bo 
worth a million sterling) to visit his summer 
house. The heat 'at noon was so oppressive, being 
96'’ F., that it was impossible to go thither, except 
upon an elephant, 'and I accordingly ogain availed 
von. n. I 
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myself of this agreeable mode of conveyance. This 
country house vras situated near the bridge, in a 
garden, which .runs down almost to the river side, 
and is built and furnished in the ancient French 
style. The walls of the apartments were hung 
with indifferent engravings, representing the ad- 
ventures of Cupid, and, in the gardens, the gods of 
Greece, made of .sandstone, rose between the high 
hedges, which surrounded the flower beds, in the 
middle of which stood a cow painted white ! 

The brigade of English troops stationed here 
is three miles to the north-west of the city:. the 
officers and men arc in bungaloivs and barrachs, 
erected expressly for their use. Tlie officers are 
not only invited by the King several times during 
the year, to breakfast and dinner parties, when 
they are entertained with combats of animals, but 
they likcivise receive from him all necessary as- 
sistance for hunting tigers and other wild beasts in 
the jungles, which abound in game. Several of these 
enthusiastic sportsmen were out, during my stay 
hero, with the King’s elephants, on a tiger hunt, and 
returned after three -weeks' absence, T\’ith a rich . 
booty of no less than forty tigers; so successful a 
hunt was almost unheard of. Some of the skins 
were presented to me, the largest of irhich, mc.a- 
buros nine feet from the head to the tail. 

^’’ith feelings of gratitude to my hospitable 
friend, -to whose kindness I nin indebted for the 
ogrcc.'iblo and instmetive hours I spent at Lucfcnoir, 

I left tlic city at four o'clock in the nftcnioon, in a 
IwLanfiuin, to rctuni to Cawnpbor. The niys of 
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tlic sun darted so fiercely, that my hearers could^ 
only proceed very sloirly. When we approached 
the second stage, dark grey clouds came up on all 
sides, and completely obscured the sun, and, at 
the evening twilight, I was enveloped in intense 
darkness, illumined by lightning. The wind soon 
■ raged with great fury ; a heavy tempest arose, 
large drops of rain began to fall, tbe thunder 
approached nearer and nearer, and the rain at 
length fell in such torrents, that our torches were 
extinguished. Tlic soil was so swampy that my 
bearers could scarcely move onwards, and they 
frequently slipped, and sometimes even fell down, 
for the obscurity ivas so profound, that they were 
only enabled to see their way, wlien the dazzling 
flashes of lightning shone across their path. 
Under these circumstances I was not unwilling to 
yield to their request, and they accordingly set me 
dmvn, under the arch of a bridge. Hero wc re- 
mained nearly two hours, tilf tlic min ceased, and 
the storm had abated ; but I had scarcely set out 
with the hearers of the third station, when a 
second, equally violent thunder storm overtook us, 
and 1 was obliged to take refuge in a \illage. 

Notwithstanding this delay, I reached the bun- 
galo>7s of Camipoor, amid fine weather, at seven 
o’clock in the morning. The tempest had been 
equally severe here, and thunder storms prevailed 
during the whole day, although they are quite 
uncommon at this season of the year. In the even- 
ing, however, when the sliy cleared up, wc were all 
astonished to see a comet in the western horizon, 
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with a tail thirty-five degrees in length. At first 
this remarkable phenoraenon, which the natives 
consider a token of unusual events, was mistaken 
for a luminous cloud. 

I spent "the evening %vith General Gray, in a 
circle of experienced and intcEigent officers: they 
•were my last -cheerful hours at Ca\vnpoor, for the 
following morning, the Cth of illarch, at 7 o’clock, 
I commenced my palanquin journey to jUIahabad, 
which is 129 miles distant. The forty-eight hours’ 
storm was succeeded by a glorious day, wliich 
renovated all nature. The dark blue vault was 
unclouded, the air pure and cool, and the follago 
and the corn-fields rejoiced in unwonted freshness. 

The road to Allahabad runs through tlic fruitful 
Doab, which is situated between the Jnrana and 
the Ganges, only a few miles distant from the latter 
river; and its peculiar freshness in this dry season 
Wiis vciy’ remarkable. It is a boundless g.irde;>, in 
which sugar-cane, iTidigo, cotton, poppy, wlic.'it, 
bavicv, and many vegetables flourish. Ileuutiful 
groves of mangoes, tamarinds, and bananas, over- 
shadow the vilhages, jwigodas, mosques, and fntiki', 
and give an ever-varying beauty to the landscaiie, 
wiiich is animated by pilgriins, jicasantry, travellers 
on foot and horseback, heavily-laden carls, and 
camels— altogether this district jiresents one of the 
most original and picturesque scenes uf Indian life. 

Before reaching Allahabad, we j»!is«e<l through a 
fine avenue of Js’ceins {^felia AsutUmchta), acaria*, 
and inang*>o<', cxtemlin" several miles in length, 
^^hich led to iliu bungalow.*, and after jounuy- 
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\ng for the space of tlurty-t^vo liours, I found 
myself in tlic handsome villa of Mr.AYoodcoch, 
to whom I had a letter of introduction from one of 
his friends, and "who had been expecting me for 
several days. Mr. Woodcock who holds a high 
civil office, possesses one of the finest bungalows, 
where every thing which can contribute to tbe 
comforts of life were again placed at my disposal. 

Allahabad (situated 25“ 27^ and 81® 50' 

E. Ion. from Greenwich) consists, properly speaking, 
of three quarters ; first, the fort, which is situated 
on a tongue of land on the large Bhat Prayag of 
the Poab, where the clear waters of the Jumna 
join the dull yellow waters of the Ganges j secondly, 
the town, situated to the north-west on the Jum- 
na, which is here 1400 yards broad ; and, thirdly, 
the bungalows and barracks which extend to a con- 
siderable distance to the north and cast. 

Allahabad ris one of the most frequented places 
of pilgrimage, because the Hindoos consider it most 
meritorious to rush into the purifying waves of 
the sister streams, and to carry some of the waters 
to their most distant homes. As soon as the pilgrim 
arrives, he sits down on the bank of the river, and 
has his head shaved in such a manner, that evety 
hair may fall into the water, because the holy books 
promise for every hair so sacrificed, a residence of 
a milUon of years in heaven I After he is shaven 
he bathes, a:\d on the same day, or at latest, on 
the following day, he performs tbe funereal rites 
for his deceased ancestors. Many of these fanatics 
here put an end to their existence: they go in a 
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boat to the spot wbcre the tvro sacred streams 
meet, and, after having concluded certain prescribed 
ceremonies, and tied three large water jugs round 
their bodies, they sink into the stream. Others 
have thrown themselves with such impetuosity into 
the sacred depths, that they were not seen to rise, 
again. 

In the month of February, especially, thousands 
of these devotees, .rich and poor, come here together : 
they regard the sacred stream ■with the same sensa- 
tions, as the thirsty wanderer in the desert beholds 
the well of the oases. Their souls seem to be ra- 
vished, their exhausted frames are in'vigorated by a 
new strength, and, with redoubled steps, they praise 
the name of their god, ■with increasing fervour. 
A rajah, attended hy a large train, was still here on 
our arrival, and had pitched his tents under mongo 
trees. , 

The fort, which was built by the Emperor Akbar 
of blocks of red stone, is situated on the tongue of 
land at the junction of the river, which is rather 
elevated. It is now a hastioned quinquangle: the 
ancient walls, with semicircular bastions, face the 
two streams; tlio land s/dc is quite regular, and 
consists of two bastions, and a half bastion, with 
three ravelins. In the middle of the fort stands 
the ancient granite-column, with inscriptions in Fali 
and Sanscrit, upon which, in conformity to ancient 
tradition, a lion passant has lately been placed. On 
the side next the •^vater the spacious palace is fitted 
up for residences for superior officers, and the cool 
vnulteCi subtermneous ajMiTlmcnts nfford a welcomt: 
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shelter against the hot -vvinds. On the other hand, 
the barracks for the hluropean troops, though built 
wth groat attention to the climate, do not at this 
season of the year afford sufUcient protection to 
the soldiers, who here often suffer from fever. 

An ancient Hindoo temple lies upon the beach 
below tbc level of the sacred river*, its Bubterra- 
ncan chambers arc paved with flags, and rest' upon 
columns; the Lingam Patalpuri is preserved here, 
and lighted by lamps. 1 must not omit to mention 
the arsenal in the fort, one of tlic very largest in 
India, which supplies all the northern provinces 
■with arms and ammunition ; it contains arms 
for 30,000 men and 30 pieces of cannon of dif- 
ferent calibre. All is ranged in tbe most complete 
order. 

The city, which has 30,000 inhabitants, consists 
of brick houses, of two and three stories high, and 
has in these latter times become more cleanly, but 
it is still called by the natives Fakirabad, that is, 

“ the beggars’ town,” partly on account of its po- 
verty, and partly on account of the great resort of 
fakirs and. pilgrims. Trade and commerce have 
very much increased, since the establishment of a 
communication by stc-im boats between this and 
Calcutta. The numerous villas, and bungalows of 
the civil and military officers, sun'ounded by beau- 
tiful gardens, give a grand appearance to tbe place ; 
for tliorc are, probably, few other spots in India 
which have such handsome, and richly fitted up 
buildings of this kind, Hoada, planted with avenues, 
•wind hetAveen them and lead to the fort, the city. 
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and several places of the principal circumjacent lo- 
calities, as Allahabad is the seat of a high court of 
justice and a great military station of two regiments, 
some depots, and two companies of artillery. 

The whole district of Allahabad contains 27C0 
Dnglish square miles, of wliich, however, only 
084,951 acres arc cultivated, and is inhabited by a 
population of 949,440, of Avhom 651,877 are Hin- 
doos, and 297,509 Mahometans. 

Being at the seat of a great tribunal, I will take 
the opportunity of saying a few words on the admi- 
nistration of civil justice in India. All complsunts 
that are brought before the court must be on 
stamped paperj engagements, documents, &c. to the 
amount of 32^., must have a stamp of three half- 
pence} and up to 6/. 8s. Od. the stamp of three 
pence ; and this charge rises progressively, so that 
for 10,000?. sterling, a stamp of 5?. is required. Id 
matters appertaining to a court of justice, and in 
appeals to a superior court, when the object in dis- 
pute is not worth more than 32^., the stamp is 2s. 
and also rises progressively,*so that for a value of 
10,000?. the high stamp of 200?. sterling is required. 
Answers and replies must liave a stamp from Is- to 
8s. ; petitions and complaints to magistrates, relative 
to calumny, adultery, theft, &c.' are likewise on 
stamped paper ; namely, to a collector or magistrate 
one penny, to a provincial court 2s., and to the 
board of revenue, or the Sudder Dewanny, 4s. 
Farmers, who have to pay rent to the govenimcnt, 
are exempt from stamp duty, in matters relating to 
lhai Subject. 
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■ In Uie nortli'Wcstcrn provinces (the governmeTit 
of Agra) the administration of civil justice is as 

follows: first, tLat of the moonsiffs or native 

judges in the lowest court; whose decisions are 
limited to suits for personal property, not ex- 
ceeding 30?. sterling, and in which no European 
is interested. The nest court is that of the 
Sudder Ameen, the judge in which is generally a 
native, and wliere the matter in dispute does not 
exceed 100?. value. The third court, that of the 
superior Sudder Ameen, can receive any complaint 
of unlimited value. The next in order is the 
district, or ZUia court, the judges in which, are 
Europeans, and the last instance, is the Sudder 
Eewanny Adawlut. 

In these nt>rth*western provinces, which have 
a population of 32,000,000 inhabitants, there were 
in five years, from 1836 to 1840, on the whole, 
261,154 complaints before all^the tribunals, of, 
which only 2314, were decided by European judges ; 
all the rest were left to the native judges. Of 
31,931 appeals, 17,090 were decided by European 
courts, the others by the native judges. In Bengal, 
the population, which is 40,000,000, there were, 
on an average of three years, 105,000 complaints, 
before all the courts, that is, one for every 381 
souls. 

The administration of civil justice in the Presi- 
dency of hladras is different. The village iloon- 
siff decides in matters to the value of ten rupees 
without any appeal. The Strict ^tloonsiff receives 
all complaints to the amount of 100?. sterling, but 
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those above tlmt sum, to 500/, sterling, come before 
the Zilla'(Europoan) tribunal. The Sudder Ameen, 
consisting of native judges, receives complaints to 
the value of 250/. : the registrars (European) 
to 300/. sterling. Tlic superior Sudder Ameen, 
or the Zilla judge, up to 500/. ; and the Provincial 
Tribunal decides in all matters of higher value. 
In this Presidency, ndth a population of more than 
13,000,000, tlicro were, in four years, 195,810 
complaints before all the tribunals, of -udiich only 
5291 were decided by European judges. 

In the Presidency of Bombay, civil justice is 
administered almost exclusively by native judges, 
in whicb it is not a little remarlcable, that there is 
a tribunal resembling our arbitrators, the contending 
parties being obliged, prior to bringing their affair 
into court, to lay it before the Panchaeet, a jury 
of five confidential persons, to be decided, if possible, 
,in an amicable manner. From the Ist of July, 1837, 
to the 1st of January, 1842, with a population of 
6,270,461 inhabitants, 309,783 compbiints were 
brought before the tribxmal; of wliich only 8848 
were not settled, and 713 appeals were made to the 
superior tribunal. 

I made excursions in the neighbourhood every 
morning and evening, in company with ifr. 
Woodcock. Though the country about Allahabad 
is planted with mangoe groves, tamarinds, figs, and 
bananas, and the bushes are full of wild roses, yet the 
character of the countiy is quite peculiar, from the 
species of grasses wliich are introduced from the 
neighbouring mountains, and from the bamboo, 
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sugar-cane, andropogon, and otlier plants, and a 
variety of corn, luxuriate here. Indigo, 

cotton, -n’lieat, barley, rape-seed, potatoes, turnips, 
poppy, rice, and jowary,- flourisli in the fields, and 
the gardens produce, not only bananas and man- 
goes, but likewse European vines, figs, nfples, and 
plums. During our first ride, Ihad an opportunity 
of seeing the method of gathering opium, which is 
done in the following manner*. — In the evening, 
incisions are made in the poppy heads, from which 
the opium exudes during the night, and is taken off 
before sun-rise, by old and young, with knives, and 
collected in poppy leaves. The price of a seer of fine 
opium is three rupees eleven annas, of which, how- 
ever, the collector seldom gets more than one rupee. 
According to the statements of the country people 
here, an acre of land produces in good years only 
ten or twelve seers ; as the opium is a monopoly, 
the quantity collected must be delivered to the 
appointed officers. There arc two great opium 
stations : the opium agent of Benares is at Ghazi- 
poor, and the agent of Bahar at Patna. The 
former has the superintendence of all the districts 
from Ghazipoor to Simla; the latter has under 
him the eastern and south-eastern district. These 
agents have their deputies in all parts of the 
country, who conclude the contracts witli the opium 
planters, receive the opium collected, and send it 
to the principal stations, with a list of the names 
of the growers : there the opi^ira is tasted, classed, 
and valued, it is made up into balls, and packed up 
in poppy flowers. 
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Among the nnoient hnihlings in this city is tlie 
sepulchre of Shah Kliasro, s‘on of Ahbar the 
Great. It lies to the north-west of the city, in a 
garden rcccntl}’ laid out by the English residents, 
who repair hither in cool days, to enjoy tlie shade 
of the ilnc tnmarinds, figs, and orange • trees, which 
abound in it. High arched gates lead first into a large 
court, whicli was originally intended for the' cara- 
vans and travellers, butnow6cn'c.s for the residence 
of- pilgrims; a second court is fitted up for bazars. 
The tomb is built of red s,and5tone, but it is far 
inferior both in splendour and in elegance to the 
tombs of Delhi and Agrji. 

In tiic vicinity of this tomb is the prison for 
the criminals of the district. And nearly 1000 of 
them are mow lierc, under the gnard of a detach- 
ment. “Wlicn not employed out of doors on im- 
provements in the city, they work at various trades 
in the airy apartments of their prison, by which 
means the cost of eacli individual is onlyl^ rupees 
per month. There is also a sick ward, where the 
greatest order prevails, which indeed is the case 
throughout the whole establishment. 

The cool of the evening always invites tlie 
English into the open air ; and the many carriages 
and parties of ladies and gentlemen on horseback 
strongly remind us of home, and we might almost 
fancy ourselves transported thither, did not the 
grooms running by the side with chowrees, and 
the coachman and servants in gay turbans and 
white garments, convince us that we are ’in Hin- 
dwjstan, Ibft swond boiae of the Engibh. The 
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tone of society likewise affords many reminiscences of 
Europe- Since my arrival in India I have daily 
experienced the hospitality of the English, and am 
indebted for many agreeable hours to some of the 
first families. As the heat Is very great during the 
day, the usual dinner hour is 8 o’clock, when each 
guest brings his own servant. The evening is 
genertdly passed with music and social convers- 
ation. 

The distance from Allahabad to Calcutta, by 
way of Benares, is 488 mUes by land, and by water 
800 miles, on account of the many 'windings of the 
Ganges. By means of the steam boats which take 
a passage boat in tow, and proceed only by day, 
you seldom reach the capital of the country in less 
than ten days, though the expense is nearly the 
same. The passage down the river costs 350 
rupees. I had to pay nearly 400 rupees for ■my 
dawk, because tiie bearers in the south of Bengal 
arc accvistoined to receive higher pay. 

I took leave of Mr. Woodcock on the 12th of 
jSIarch, and was carried along a shady dam on the 
right side of the Ganges, which is here enclosed in 
banks of thirty to forty feet higli, across the bridge 
of boats to the opposite vUlagc of Daraganga. The 
Ganges was, at this lime, scarcely GOO paces wide, 
but in the rainy season, its waters fill the entire 
bed, ^Y’luch is a mile in width. As soon as we had 
crossed this sandy bed, we entered upon a road 
* •which, with very few exceptions, is in an. excellent 
, condition the whole nny to Benares; but in the 
rainy season, it is often a good deal worn by the 
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very heavily laden carts and waggons which tra- 
verse it. 

The sun sunk behind heavy black clouds, with a 
temperature of $8° Fflbr., and the lig]}tning played 
in the south-eastern horizon during the whole 
night. Although the bearerS proceeded very lei- 
surely along this road, they performed the wliole 
journey of seventy-five miles in less than twenty- 
four hours j for at 12 o'clock on the following day 
I readied the bungalows at Benares. Major 
Carpenter had sent lus servant to meet me, with 
the request tliat I irould take up my abode at his 
house: an invitation for which 1 was indebted to 
the kindness of Sir. Mnddock, who Imd introduced 
me to this distinguished officer. 

Bfinares is situated 25® 21' nortli latitude, and 
S2® 40' cast longitude. It is called Varanasi in 
Sanscrit, from two small' streams, tlic Yarana and 
the Asi, which here empty' themselves into the 
Ganges. This ancient, celebrated city, c.allcd the 
Casi, or “ the Splendid,” in the Bamayana, lies in a 
plain, and is built in a semicircle, on the left hank 
of the Ganges, at an elevation of sixty feet. Four 
miles beyond the concave of this extensive semi- 
circle, which forms the city-, lies the village of 
Sccrolc, in n northerly direction, and to the West, 
the numerous bungalows of the resident Jlritidn 
Thc«c arc surrounded by ganlcns, and arc connected 
with each otlicr, and with the city, liy good roads; 
pontine bridges arc thrown across the deep h'^ds* 
of the Varana and Asi. 

Towanls the south are the villages and gtirdcns 
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of Indians of rank, because, not only have many 
persons of. great wealth, who await their death 
upon this consecrated spot,- taken up their abode 
here, but many dethroned rajahs have ■fixed their 
habitation in this city. jVmong these, a branch of 
the royal family* of the house of Delhi, the rajah 
of Benares, the ex-rajah of Coorg, the rajah Durjaii 
Sard of Bhurtpoor, and the cx-rajah of Sattara, 
live here in retirement, under the special super- 
intendence of Major Carpenter, on pensions which 
have been granted to them. Though we should 
he naturally led to suppose that their common 
misfortunes would induce them to sympathise 
uith each other, it is painfurto sec the very op- 
posite spirit manifested by them. 

Whenever one of these noble Indians goes abroad 
to enjoy the fresh air, his attendants strut on 
before, and he reposes very comfortably in n thht-i- 
rawan, fanned with the cow’s tail by hia chowree 
hurdarjWho keeps close at his side, and is followed 
by sever.'il suwars. 

The number of houses in Benares is estimated 
at about 30,000, of which 12,000 are strong and 
massively built, and 8000 belong to the priests 
alone. The latter residences are inhabited by the 
families of the Brahmins, who subsist chiefly on the 
daily offerings of the rich and pilgrims. There arc 
no less than 1000 temples (Sivalas) and 33S 
mosc^ues. It is very difficult accurately to dctcr- 
• mine the number of inhabitants, but according to 
the last census, which may be pretty well depended 
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upon, they amount to 200,000*; among ■wliicU 
there arc 2000 students, and 7170 Hindoo fakirs 
and religious boggons. Tiic population of tbc 
entire district of Benares, which comprises an 
extent of 1008 square miles, is 519,903, of whicli 
about 457,417 arc Hindoos, and G2,4S6 Jlaho- 
metana ; and, in the dty and its immediate environs, 
there arc from 200 to 300 native Christians. 

The Hindoo population is divided into four 
great classes ; the Brahmins, the Kshntrcc or Bajah- 
poots, the Vaisyas, and the Sudras. There is also a 
fifth class, called Shankar Bamn, to which the 
present Bojah of Benares belongs, who asserts th.it ^ 
they arc of tlic Bhumcchar Brahmins, t. e. of the 
Brahmins who cultivate the soil. Tliey consider 
theiifselves the purest and most tlistinguishe<l 
descendants of the highest Brahmins, but they, in 
fact, owe their origin to a Bnilnnin fatlier and a 
Bajahpoot mother, and tlicrcforo cannot enter into 
a matrimonial alliance with the higher castes, of a 
wholly pure descent. 
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two hospitals, and a blind institution ; the latter of 
■which was founded by the late rajah, and is sup- 
ported by the British government. 

On the evening of my arrival, lilnjor Carpenter 
introduced me to many of his friends, whose in- 
tellectual conversation gave the ,truc zest to the 
splendid entertainment, and kept up our cheerful 
drcle till the hour of midnight! IVc arranged that 
I should visit the city, and its many places of in- 
terest, the next day, in company ■with General 
Simpson. The best and most undisturbed mode 
for a European to inspect so large and animated a 
place as Benares, is on the back of an elephant ; 
and we accordingly proceeded to the entrance of 
the city, where we mounted the majestic animal 
that was awaiting our arrival. 

The exterior of Benares, does not betray any of 
• the splendour, the riches, and the curiosities which 
it contains •, the streets are narro'w and crooked ; 
the houses, which, for coolness and shade, rise to 
the height of five and six stories, are built in the 
strangest and most singular style of architecture, 
being omainented with verandas and projections 
of all kinds, and -fretwork galleries; which run 
round each story. The lower stories are usually 
built of hewn stone, and, like the galleries and 
verandas, aro very ricUy painted. In the sviburbs, 
the houses are constructed of clay or bricks ; they 
arc seldom more than t^vo stories in height, and are 
thatched with palm leaves or reeds. Glass ■\vindows 
are very rarely seen, even in the largest buildings, 
their place being supplied \ey wooden lattice-work, 
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which is carved in every variety of pattern. The 
streets became narrower and more animated the 
farther we penetrated the city ; indeed they were 
sometimes so confined that there was scarcely 
room for our elephant. Fearful ravages must be 
caused, if the> cholera or small pox, or any other 
infections disease, breaks out in these close, narrow 
places. 

At the first market-place, numbers of Hindoos 
and Mussulmans were offering sacred collars, com- 
posed of horn, ivory, and flowers, for sale, and we saw 
a great many devotees, and lame and blind persons, 
and crowds of the most impudent beggars,Tiunglcd 
in the throng. Groups of people, from the Brahmm 
down to the lowest caste, n'cre assembled round 
various houses, listening to flic most ■•wretched 
music, or gazing at the distorted countenances of 
different fakirs. 

In another quarter of the city our attention 
was allured by irily bayaderes, who came to the 
lattices, or on the galleries, and endeavoured to at- 
tract our notice. Benares is famed for training the 
most beautiful bayaderes, who are also consccratctl 
within the walls of this city: they are •\'ery proud of 
the place of their birth, but go into the most di^* 
tant provinces of the empire. Their life is fritterixl 
away in dress, folly, .and dfiticing; and, as long 
their charms have the power of attracting, it is in* 
tenvoven, ns a privilege, with u succession of fleet- 
ing, transient amours ; yet this cstablishctl custom 
not only gains tlicm the esteem of the people, hut 
even the protection of the priesthood. AVJicn they 
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parndc through the streets, seated on a carriage, 
drawn by fine oxen, and dressed in rich and gaily- 
coloured costume, the populace arc quite delighted to 
get a sight of these beauties, who group themselves 
with the most singular grace and attraction, and, 
in the most seductive manner, Buffer their elegant 
and voluptuous forms to appear to advantage be- 
neath their aerial dress, or their light shawl, flung 
catclcasly over their shoulders. As they pass 
along the streets they sing a plaintive, monotonous 
song, accompanied by a tambourine, and a small 
' trumpet, and, as th(^ seem ever ready for sport, 
give vent to their mirth in humorous observations, 
while their fine largo black eyes, Tl'hich are encir- 
cled with antimony, gleam like sparks of fire. 

Benares, however, is also the scat of learning 
and of the arts and sciences. It possesses schools 
and colleges for the priests, in which the laws and 
doctrines of Jlenu are coniincnted on in Sanscrit. 
I’was extremely interested in seeing the gravity 
and dignity of tiie learned Brahmins and their 
scholars, with their painted faces, and their fine 
expressive eyes, and all attired in pure white gar- 
ments. 

In the bazars, again, the attraction is an exhaust- 
less store of the richest goods of all kinds ; indeed 
the beautiful gold and silver work, the fine muslins 
and silks wrouglit with the same costly material, the 
elegant vessels of metal and copper, and the neat 
fancj' work made of peacocks’ feathers, might en- 
gage the attention of a stranger for days together. 

After wandering about for more than an hour in 
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this singular little Hindoo world, which has 
hitherto maintained its purity and originality, we 
rode to the sacred fountain of Gyan-bapee. In the 
same manner as the Emperor Aurengzebe endea- 
voured to celebrate the triumph of the Eomn over 
the law of Menu, by building a mosque on the site 
of a Hindoo temple which he had destroyed, in 
the middle of the city, on the banks of the sacred 
Ganges, so Akbar intended, by the erection of a 
mosque on this most sacred of all the Hindoo foun- 
tains, to proclaim the triumph of Islamism. But the 
gods,” say the Brahmins, “ descended into the 
neighbouring well, and prevented Ins design.” The 
Gyan-bapee Is surrounded by pagodas and places of 
prayer, and it is so closely encompassed with 
buildings, that we were obliged to dismount from 
our elephant several streets before we reached it. 
It is impossible to conceive any thing more dirty, 
disgusting or repulsive, than the sight of this 
Hindoo sanctuary, which amply proves how mucli 
this religion has degenerated. 

Several priests conducted us into the interior. 
The well is thirty feet deep, and is surrounded by 
a wall of* hewn stond and fret-work, round which 
there are stone scats; -the water was dirty and 
green. Close to the well there is a platform, com- 
posed of blocks of granite, on which the holy cow 
stood. On one of the stone benches, by the nmll of 
the well, sat a verj' aged little man, crouched 
together; and though silvery locks hung over his 
temples, and hi^ countenance n-ns furrowcfl and 
WTinkled, his eyes sparkled with yoadtfal fire, and 
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lie spoVe Avitli ontlnisiasm of tlic sanctity anti 
wonders of this sacred spot. He was I’csolved, he 
said, to await his dcatli here, os he was convinced 
tliat this would facilitate his .way to heaven. At 
his side stood a naked fakir, whose hair hung like 
ropes from his head to the calves of his leg.s, and 
who had painted his hody and face in such a 
strange and hideous manner, that I could not take 
my eyes off him. He appeared to answer out cona- 
passionate looks mth scorn and contempt. 

Adjoining the well arc several small, dark temples, 
and places of prayer, which arc lighted only by 
lamps: one of these temples is set opart for child- 
less women. As we were considered unclean, we 
were not permitted to enter the sanctuary, in 
which their god, hewn in stone, was surrounded 
by numerous lamps •, and we were obliged to con- 
tent ourselves with looking at it through the 
narrow door. Sacred cows and calves were walking 
about in several apartments ; two of these animals 
lay dead upon the ftoor, and the pestilential smell 
quickly drove us into the open air. 

These pagodas, arc covered with painted stone 
roofs, one of which was overlaid by Kunjeet Singh, 
with plates of gold to the value of three lacs. 
Though the impression which the sight of this 
Hindoo temple made on us, wavS not calculated to 
tempt ns to visit any other, yet, ns I wished to see 
some of the most holy places, we proceeded to a 
pagoda, at a short distance, where they were 
lix the act of perfotming worship, ns we entered. 
A dirty Faquir, weanng the band of a brahmin 
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across liis shoulder, held his right hand elevated, 
and in his left a •m'itmg, from vrhich he read, in 
a loTV voice, some prayers in-Sanscrit : he stood the 
Tvhole time on. one leg, and occasionally struck his 
breast, with n violence approaching to fury. He 
was surrounded by a number of penitents, irho 
listened to him with devotion and tokens, of con* 
trition. 

The observatorj,' founded by the celebrated 
Rajah Jeysiugh of Jcypoor, is built of blocks of 
red sandstone, and is situated at the southern 
estremity of the city, close to the left bank of the 
Gauges. Like that of Pelbi, it contains colossal 
gnomons and quadrants, but is noton so magnificent 
n scale. Being placed on an eminence, it com- 
mands an extensive prospect over the sacred streams, 
the city, and part of the enviroiis. Wo hero took 
a boat, to enjoy the fine view of the city fixun the 
water, and to observe the habits of the Hindoos, on 
the purifying stream of the Ganges. During this 
little excursion on the river, which is undoubtedly 
one of the most interesting in the world, most of 
tlie manners and c»«stoms of this remarkable 
people passed in living pictures before our eyes. 

The splendid flight of stairs, called Ghauts, which 
runs fur down into the ri\xr, were crowded with 
people, who stood on the steps by hundreds, in pic- 
turesque groups, bathing, or pouring >vatcr over 
themselves; at other points, along the banks, rose 
the flames of tlmfuncr^pilcs, of those wlio had died 
during the day, while the relatives, clothed in white 
garments, sat around in solcnui silence. Here was 
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a man, v.'lio, feeling his death approaching, had 
caused himself to be brought, on a couch, to tlie 
sacred stream,* there to breathe out his spirit. I 
■nras informed that if a man, under these circum- 
stances, should recover, he never returns to his 
family, but dedicates the remainder of his life to 


the service of the temple. Lamps were kindled in 
front of the pagodas, and brahmins and devotees 
surrounded the consecrated places. But a most 
revolting sight -was presented by the many dead 
odies, Tvliich are borne domi the stream, a prey to 
the fish and vultures, and which taint the air to a 
considerable distance around. These corpses were 
oso poor persons, whose families do not possess the 
means of defraying the expense of a funeral pUe. 
ni.- Hindoo princes of Indio, and even the 
possess their o^vn pago- 
, sanctuanes, and palaces, winch have very hand- 
^mc wide marble stairs,- leading down to the 
water s edge, the whole shore is covered with the 
finest buildmgs of this kind, which rise in terraces 
from the bank of the stream. They are inhabited 
by ambassadors, Brahmins, and Vakils, who daily 

nioiii Hin i * “ “•'^c'ln'stance -nrhioh the 

■We left our heat, end landed oppodte to a 
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mosque erected by the Emperor Aurungzebe, in 
order to take a survey of the building, and of the 
Mabadeo temple, as well as of the many sacred 
places in its vicinity. Several -Hindoos conducted 
us througli dark, narrow, dirty passages to tlic 
most holy of these places of pilgrimage, wliich arc 
the daily'resort of thousands of people, and took 
us to tlic entrance, where we saw the idol lighted 
up with lamps. ' It is impossible that any, but the 
credulous Hmdoo, can feel himself elevated and 
edified by the sight of this monster. Indeed it 
appears incredible how any people can tolerate 
such a degrading idol scr\icc ns this. 

The mosque which is built of red hewn sandstone 
is situated on an eminence which rises 100 feet 
above the level of the water. Tlic principal cupola 
is flanked by two lofty minarets, which nrc as* 
cended by winding stairs. '^Vc mounted one of 
these, as we wore told that the upper gallery com- 
manded a fine distant prospect. The wide cxjwnsc 
of the most sacred stream in thc w’orld winds 
through a boundless valley, which is covered in 
the greatest luxuriance with all the varied pro- 
ductions of this Indian region. Mnngoi-s, hnn- 
yancs, acacia**, luinanas, pipala, and tamarinds, rear 
their splendid and umbrageous croivnis nliovc the 
rich undergrowth. Ifcru (hccyc traces village after 
village,’ embosomed amid luxuriant foliage, and in 
the nortli-cnst it rests tipon the immense throng of 
closely huilt houses of this ^-ast city, whicli 
fitretches out in a semicircle, and is surromidwl by 
the most beautiful gardens, villas, mid bungalows. 
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Stana'mg on the pinnficle of a toircring minaret, 

Vt'd gectned so far removed from the hustle and 
activity of Benares and tlie^ Ganges, that the 
strange, foreign appearance of the people and their 
occupations produced an unreal, dream-like im- 
pression upon my mind. AVc rverc not able to in- 
dulge ourselves by prolonging our stay upon this 
attractive spot; for the sun began to decline, and 
we were anxious still to visit the neighbouring 
village of Dnrgaknnd. 

This village is about three miles distant from the 
city, and is the resort of old and young, on account 
of the sacred monkeys which are kept there. On 
our road thither we passed a very handsome 
school-house, which has been recently finished) and 
which owes its origin to the benevolence of a 
wealthy ^lindoo. Close to the school we met two 
missionaries, who were preaching the Gospel in the 
open air, to an assembled multitude of Hindoos and 
Ulusaulmans. One of them seemed to produce a 
powerful effect upon bis bearers, for the greater 
part listened tohis words with the most riveted att 
tention, nay, some with even evident devotion ; but 
I was informed that their high and holy work takes 
hut little root here, although there are fourteen 
mission schools, one of which is for girls. 

TVe now rode for about a. mile between high 
garden walls, which enclose the country seats of the 
rajahs, and the principal inhabitants of Benares. 
Hurgakund is a little village reposing peacefully 
beneath the sliadow of bananas, mangoes, and other 
• fruit trees: it contains a small pagoda, which stands 
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near a walled tank, w’itli a remarkably fine flight of 
steps. Here many hundreds of monkeys play their 
pranks, they pluck the flowers and fruits^and break 
off the branches of the trees, nay, they even destroy 
the roofs of the houses, and have greater immunities 
than the people tliemsclvcs, under whoso protection 
they are placed. Devotees were standing on the 
steps, and feeding these impudent creatures-; and 
even the cottagers, who nrere sitting at their 
doors, shared their meals with the monkeys and 
their own children. I can hear witness that this 
community is not altogether a peaceful one, for I 
saw a young fellow lose all patience, when a huge 
monkey, not content with his dinner, seized him so 
Furiously by the hair, and scratched his face, that 
he was obliged to use Wolcucc and roar lustily for 
help, before he could get rid of his audaciotjs guest.- 
Very early in the mornlug of my lost day's 
sojourn here, I rode with General Simpson to the 
village of Sarnath. It is six miles north-east of 
Bentos and three, of Che cantonments, and eviden tly 
lies on a classic soil, for, that a large and mighty 
city must have stood here, is amply testified by the 
numerous ruins, and beautifully-formed bricks, with 
^vIl^ch all the ground, ond cspeciolly the banks of a 
lake, wliicb extends from cast to west, are covered. 

Tbe only fragment -which has been preserved, is a 
vaulted tower about sixty feet high ; it is built of 
granite and blocks of red sandstone, which arc let 
into one another, and fastened without any cement, 
and in the upper portion some bricks have been in- 
troiluccd. The diameter of its base is about JOO 
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feet, and the whole of the exterior, forms » roimd 
domed cone, similar to tlio Slanikcealn in tlic Punja . 
This remarkable tower is a compact mass of stone, 
witUout any open space in tlie interior, and merely 
covers a deep wclli into whicb the corpse of a king 
was probably let down. A copper tablet found 
upon its biglicst summit bears an inscription, 
whicb, as far as X know, has not yet been deci- 
phered'; it is noiv in the museum of the Asiatic 
society at Calcutta. 

At an elevation of about twenty feet from the 
ground are several nicbes, surrounded by elegant 
arabesques, in which statues of men, women, and 
children, the size of life, formerly stood : some of 
those have been removed to Calcutta, to save them 
from the deatructivc spirit of the natives ; seven 
statues of red sandstone, which were sadly mutilated, 
.were, however, lying about. They are the ■figures 
of a people, ■witli flat noses, thick lips, and unusually 
large eyes. The hoir lies perfectly smooth to the 
head, and, falls in innumerable curls over the neck 
and shoulders. Some of them were quite nakedj 
others wrapped in light garments, which are very 
curiously wrought, and fit tight to the body, or fall 
in picturesque folds. One of these figures wore a 
cord round the waist, exactly similar to that which 
distinguishes the brahimns. 

The question naturally arises, as to the epoch 
of this ruined -city, andj>f thc’sragular structure, 
which owes its origin to a people of whom no traces 
are to he found either in India or in Ceylon. It is 
, not improbahlo that it may have been destroyed 
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(luring tlic severe struggles between Bliooddisra 
and BmUniinism, or, perbaps, even anterior to that 
period. A small temple and a caravansarj’ erected 
(dose to this tower, by n Hindoo, ns nn (Expiatory 
net, is now quite desolate and forsaken. 

According to Mr. Princep’s observation, Benares 
lies 231 feet liighcr than Cliotvringt, near Calcutta, 
and has a mean temperature of 7^^** F., for, two 
years* observation gave the.bighest mean tempe- 
rature, 85.J® F., and the lowest F. But the 
extremes of tbe tcmpemtnrc in Jlay, when it rises 
to 111® 15’ F., and in Januarj’, wlicn it fulls to 
45® F. (when ice is often found early in the morn- 
ing), arc favourable to tlie cultivation of Euro- 
jjean fruits and flowers. I Jicre tasted the finest 
fltnwbcrrics and jwtatoos, and saw tlic most beau- 
tiful pinks and carnations. During my stay from 
the 13th to the I5th of 3rarch, the thermometer 
was between G5®F.'and 67® F. in the morning j at 
noon, between 89® F. and 90J® F., and in the even- 
ing, immediately after sunset, 79® F. or 79| F. 
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LETTER XL 

TO CAKL lllTTEIt. 

General ohservatiom respecting the criminals of India.— ^ 

The Thugs The Thuggee or Phansiganj system.-- 

Jlistory of the Thugs . — TTteir religion and language.— 
The Jumaldehee Thugs . — The JtlooUanea Thugs , — The 
Soojffns Thugs. — The Phansigars anti the river Thugs. 
— The usages of the Thugs. — Their enterprises and 
mode of strangling.— The tracking and prosecuting of the 
Thugs.— Statistics resi>ecting the criminals of India, 

Lucknow, Sfarcli 2. 1844. 

Aiioso tlie Indians every branch of life has its 
peculiar caste i thus, as some men arc educated for 
trade, and others for mechanics, there are also 
men who arc trained to robbery and murder, as an 
hereditary occupation, and who form a particular 
caste; nay, even a peculiar nation. Most of the 
mountain districts on the borders of cultivated 
tracts of country, harbour such criminals, who, in 
subtlety and daring, exceed all the thieves on the 
face of the globe. Th^ will dig through houses 
and walls; they sviU rob a traveller wdio is sur- 
rounded by his guards; aViuk into a tent and 
carry away the very bed on which a man is sleeping. 
These thieves arc generally naked, tbeir bodies arc 
smeared vnth oil, and the dagger which they cany 
between their teeth is their only weapon ; a safe 
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retreat is of the first importance to them, and, 
therefore, when tliey fiirce their way into an inner 
apartment, they always take care that they may 
have a loop-hole, through which they may eflect 
their escape. So great is the power of these men, 
that the traveller is generally supplied with a guard 
of village watchmen, who belong to this class of 
thieves, by which means alone he is secure, as their 
presence is ahvays sufficient to protect him against 
robbery. 

Under the government of powerless “princes, 
bands of robbers obtain the mastery, as tijo Pin- 
claries did in former times, and the Deceits more 
recently. They form a secret society who as- 
semble in the night, and attack villages: t3)ose who 
offer resistance are put to death; the wealthy are 
tortured, and the stolen property is mpidly carried 
off. On the following rooming they mingle with 
the inhabitants, and, even if tljc injured party re- 
cognises them, he meets with no support. Their 
numbers, however, have been greatly diminished 
by tlie wise and persevering measures of tlic En- 
glish. 

Of all classes, that of the Thugs is the most • 
formidable, and the most cruel; their life and pro- 
ceedings fill the mind with horror and the most 
profound disgust, and prove how far man may 
depart from the right way. They surprise the un- 
suspecting traveller and strangle him, in order tJiat 
no blood may fiow and betray them, and then rob 
him of all his money and property. They accom- 
pany travcUcra on. long journeys for many days, axul 
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ovcn weeks; uay, they can cat and sleep mth 
them, take part in thcit religious duties at their 
respective sacred places along the road, and live 
with them on the most friendly footing, till a 
favourable opportunity offers for the execution of 
their murderous deeds. • 

The Thuggee or Thansigar system is extremely 
ancient-, and perhaps had its commencement in 
India, in the same manner as the Mussulman^ hordes 
that infested the environs of ancient Dellii, and who 
threatened the lives of travellers. In the caverns of 
Ellora, some say there are representations of most 
of the actions of tiie Thugs ; at one place, n Thug 
is sitting in familiar cbnversation with the traveller 
on the same carpet ; we nest see how the noose is 
thrown round the neck of the victim, and how he 
is strangled; in another representation again the 
murdered man is being buried, &c. Fcringya, the 
leader of the Thugs, attesting this, said, “ Here 
may be found the secrets of the life and conduct 
of all men; for all these representations are the 
work of God, and not of man, for the Thugs would 
never have revealed their own secrets." 

Herodotus mentions a troop, in the army of 
Xerxes, who, armed only witli a dagger and a 
noose, strangled their enemies; and Thevonot, in 
his travels in India in the 17th century, speaking 
of the road from Delhi to Good as 

the road is, there are many inconveniences; the 
traveller meets not only with tigers, panthers, and 
lions, but also with the most crafty thieves in the 
world, who, by means of a peculiar rojw, to which 
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n running noo«c h fastened, strangle u ‘traveller in 
n moment.” 

. Colonel Slocmnn, who, with great sacrifices and 
exertions, undertook the. pursuit of the Thugs, is 
of opinion, that the seven Mahometan Tiiug tribes 
arc descended from the robbers here spoken of. 
lie who can trace his descent from one of these 
seven trilKJS is considered by the Tlings as a man 
of high birth. Since the de.atli of Akbar, we find 
that the Thugs wore never* actively pursued, their 
number incrc.nscd, and that thousands of' persons 
fell every year under their iniuxlcrous hands- 
They range from the Himalaya to the Nerbudda, 
and front the Ganges to the Indus. 

This far c.\tcnded organlsjition of crime, could 
only he founded and propagated on a religions basis; 
hence the Thug fools no qualms of conscience, no - 
pity for his victims, nor is he disturbed in his 
dreams, in solitude, or in the hour of death, by the 
thought of the hundreds who have fallen a sacrifice 
to his nhominnhlc iniquify. . In a Thug prison in 
this city, I met with a man, sixty-five years of age, 
who boasted to inc that he Iiad killed several hun- 
dred persons. 

The Thug believes timt lie is appointed to his 
work by his goddess Devee (called also Durga, 
Kalee, or Blinwani). As the priest of Jupiter 
sacrificed oxen, and the priest of Satium children, 
the Thugs say that a demon named Kackat Beoj 
(seeds of blood), who was so tall, that the deepest 
ocean did not reacli to his breast, spread terror 
through the .world by de\'OiiriDg all the new-born . 
infants. He was destroyed hy the goddess Devee, 
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but -wbcu sbc cut tlo^vn the demon, a second demon 
arose from tbe drops of liis bloodi Upon tins the 
goddess created two ihen, and^gave each of tliem a 
handkerchief, wherewith they might kill demoiis 
without bloodshed. A\TiGn their business was com- 
pleted, and they were going to return the hand- 
■ kerchiefs, called xumals (with which the Thug 
strangles his victims), the goddess gave them to 
the men and to their descendants, with the pre- 
Togatiyc of employing them for their own use, in 
strangling their enemies. The temple dedicated 
. to this goddess, near Calcutta, is still the chief 
place of pilgrimage of the Thugs, because the 
demon is sjud to he buried there, and Devec per- 
forms the greatest wonders at that place. 

Bevee is worshipped by all the IDndoos, and, as 
Europeans were often present at these unhallowed 
ceremonies, the Tiiugs spread a report that they, 
too, offered s.acrificos to this goddess I At the 
festival of Bevee, which the Thugs celebiwtc among 
themselves, only those of this sect are admitted who 
have proved their skill as stranglers, or whose 
families have been Thugs for two generations. 

Both Hindoos and Mahometans belong to the 
Thugs, and even Bralunins have often been found 
among them, as their leaders, but only one woman 
is knouii to have taken part in their enterprises. 
She as^sted lier hu^nd in strangling, and once 
oven saved his life, when -he was ovexpowexed by 
one of his victims. Mothers have, however, often 
.encouraged their sons, and wives their husbands, to 
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practise Thuggee, and a woman in the Deccan 
even had a troop of fifteen Thugs in her service. 

According to the deposition of an old Thug, 
nine tcntlis of their number in the kingdom of 
Oude are Jfussulmans ; in the Doab, between tlic 
Ganges and the Jumna, four fifths are Hindoos; 
to the south of the Nerbuddn, three fourths 
sulmansj in Rajahpootana, one fourth Mussulmans; 
in Bundelkimd, Saugoo, Bengal, Behar, and Orissa, 
half arc Tlindoos, and half Mahometans. 

Tlie Thugs have tlicir own language (Raroa- 
secana), and their particular signs, which arc 
tindcrstood hy all of tJicm, however remote thej 
may live from cacli other. There are various 
branches or sects among them, some of which arc 
of higher rank than others ; and, though thc;^' act 
together in the practice of their diabolical crimes, 
thw keep themselves distinct in their inodes of 
life The Jomnlcllwe Tlmgs, in the kingdom of 
Oude and to the oast of the Ganges, are kno^vn as 
bein" particularly crafty, sIdZfuJ, and mysterious. ' 
They arc reserved even to their wives, and do not 
instruct their children in their murderous trade 
till they have attained mature age. 

The Jlooltanea Thugs nre a Jlahomctan sect in 
tlie north of India. Accompanied by their wives 
and children, they undertake joameys under the 
character of Brinyares, take with them a train of 
osen and cows, laden with com or merchandise, 
which they offer for sale in their camp, to attract 
victims. In strangling them, they use, instead of 
cloths, the cords of their oxen. It is said that the. 
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ilooltancas kill tkeir daughters as soon as they arc 
bom, OT, if they preserve them alive, they do not 
pennit them to marry out of their own tribe. They 
live in no kind of community witli the other Thugs, 
though they use their language, signs, and customs. 

The Chingarccs, . or Naiks, are a branch of the 
Mooltaneas, and above a hundred families of them 
live in the neighbourhood of Hingolec. They 
follow the manners and customs of the Mooltaneas, 
hy whom they are considered as inferior. 

he Sooseoas arc a younger class of Thugs, of the 
owest Hindoo castes; they live in Jeypoor, Kish- 
ung lur, Bandu, Joudpoor, Tonk, and other places 
in 1 a wa and Rajahpootana; all the other Thugs 
tlespise them as an inferior tribe, and though they 
oUen employ them in tlieir enterprises, they never 
eat with them. They arc seen to travel through 
tue country as merchants, money-carriers, or 
sepoys, who are in search of employment. Wlicn 
they travel in the former capacity, their leader, in 
the garb of an opulent merchant, is on horseback, 
in a Avaggon, or in a palanquin, surrounded by his 
companions, who serve him in the most respectful 
manner and manifest the greatest deference to- 
wards him. 

which they kill their victims, undertake lon^r 
journeys under the pretest of looking after thieves 
Their leader is generally on horso- 
ac ' . ley arc accompanied by children under 
uelvc years of age, to obviate suspicion, and 
oxen, to bring back their plunder in safety. A 
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band generally consists of forty or fifty men, who 
set out on their journey in small di\'isions of ten 
or twelv'e, and meet at certain fixed places of 
rende 2 vous. Tliey arc assisted by the petty To- 
ligars, or landholders, and by the chiefs of the 
villages, fo whom they give up a portion of tiieir - 
plunder. Pathers frequently bring tlieir children 
to them, to he instructed in the ways of murder. 

The Phansigars were once very numerous, par- 
ticularly in the district of Chittor, and arc among 
the most cruel of the Thug sects; for the Phau- 
sigar does not hesitate to murder a man for a 
rupee, and kills even Coolies and Faquirs. Ufany 
hundred travellers arc annually munlcrcd by them: 
they make particular signs with their hands, and 
have a language unknown to the other Thugs. , 

The Phiinsigars (PImnsi, ».r. Noose) live also in 
Jlysore the Carnatic, and Chittor, and first hecnino 
kno^nl to tlio Knglish in 170V, nficr the conquest 
of Scrjn"apat.aiu, when about 100 of them were 
taken iirthc ricinity of Baiigaloro. They con>!j3t 
of Jtusauhnans and Ilajahpoot llindoo’i, and there 
also* arc Brahmins among thorn. They comparo 
theinscU’09 wth the tigor, which they never’ kill, 
nffirnilngthat ngcM)dJ’han«‘igarro is m-ver attacked 
by the tiger. They ncn'cr inunJer l«oys niul girU: 
the former are hremght up to their ovai j>rof».~ision, 
and thc latter intcnnariy with their Fon«. 
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different villages -n'licthcr there arc any travellers, 
and vrliat is their destination. In former times, 
their leader rode on horseback, having a tent and 
merchandise -a-ith liim. For strangling they use 
a cord -with a noose. One throws the noose round 
tho«victim’s neck, another lifts his feet from the 
ground, and a third stands by the side, to afford 
assistance, if required; some of them, liowevcr, 
boast of being able to Mranglc a traveller wthout 
any assistance. 


The goddess Kalce or Mumce (the goddess of 
the small pox in the Carnatic) is the chief object 
of their odoration. Before the Blmnsigars set out 
on an enterprise, they mnkc a feast, to nsk counsel 
0 0 goddess. A silver or brass image of this 

Idol, mth her nttributes, is set up in n solitary 
place, and somotiines that of the god Ganesa; an 
image of the serpent, of the lizanl, a noose, n knife, 
and the sacred axe, arc laid beside it, and strewed 
with flowers ; fruits, confectionary, and spirituous 
hquors, are brought as olfcrings ; fragrant essences 
MO poured into the flames, and prayers are made, 
file head of a sheep is then cat off, and the dead 
ammri laid before the image of the goddess, so 
at her right foot tonches its mouth. Near it is 
a burning lamp and the image of Jayco. 

Whether she approves of the enterprise : the answer 
icated by the convulsive movements of the 

Sleep,, 1 iione take place, the enterprise is deferred, 
an the ceremony repeated, ten or twelve days 
atterwards. 
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A Ycr}’ peculiar sect is tJjAt of the River Thu^s, 
wlio live in tlio district of liurdw'au, on tiic banks 
of the IIoo"hly. There arc said to be between 
200 and 300 of them, who Iiavo possession of about 
twenty boats, %Yith which, in the months of Novem- 
ber, J^ccember, January' and Februnrj*, they go 
up and do\vi\ the Ganges, even. as far as Camipoor, 
under the pretext of making a pilgrimage to holy 
piaccs, such ns Ronarcs, Allahabad, &c. Ever)' boat 
is manned by nlwut fourteen Thugs, each of whoni 
has his o^vn cs[>ocml duty; some tow the boat, 
others land on tlie bank, to in^’itc travellers to go 
irith them, or to be carried across the river, while 
others wlio sit in the boat pretend to bo pilgrims. 
The leader, who is generally the owner of the boat, 
sits at the Iiclm, and gi^'cs the signal for the 
stranger to be strangled. In this act, no blood 
must be spilt, lest tbe murderers should be dis- 
covered by passing vessel^ and ns soon as the 
victim is strangled, Iiis back is broken to prevent 
the possibility of his recovering, and tbe body is 
then thrown into the river, through a window, of 
which there is one on each side of the boat. 

Several boats belong to the same society, and 
follow each other at the distance of five or six 
jndes ; in order, that if a traveller should not be 
inclined to take the first boat, lie may be induced 
to yield to the solicitations of the men in the next 
boat, who have been instructed by signals. The 
leader in this boat speaks with contempt and dis- 
trust of tliose in the first boat, and thus endeavours 
to gain tlie confidence of lus ncwnspcctiog victim. 
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. AltlioTigli these Kivcr Thugs cousist of Hussul- 
mans and Hindoos, tlioy never kill women. le 
Lodalwis, Hotceas, and Jumaldeliec Thugs, -vvho 
live in Behar and the Bengalese, are in connection 
with the Kiver Thugs, hecause the most frequented 
roads lead along the banks, and they hasten to the 
assistance of the Biver Thugs, if a good booty may 
be hoped for. 

The Thugs do not obtain the privilege of 
strangling till they have proved by several un- 
dertakings that they possess the necessary courage 
. end the requisite coolness. At first most of 
them are timid and fearful, but after strangling 
ft few persons, the Thug, tlicy say, loses all pity 
and compassion. They take their children for the 
first time, at the age of fourteen, without per- 
mitting them to be witnesses of the murders. 
They receive presents, and every thing is done to 
giva them pleasure, and according to the degree 
of courage which they display, they receive some 
intimation of the circumstances to which they 
are indebted for their enjoyments on this occasion. 
On the second journey, the boy is permitted to 
see the bodies of the persons strangled, and it 
entirely depends on Ins behaviour then, whether 
he may be allowed to be present at the nest 
mnrder. 

On a journey of this kind, a leader. of the Thugs 
lost his son by Ins appearing too soon. The boy 
was on a pony, which was held by one of the 
band, at a distance from the scene of slaughter, 
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where more than twenty travellers ivere to be killed ; 
hut the pony escaped the man’s hand, and gal- 
loped to the fatal spot. • He aiTived the very moment 
the travellers were strangled : this horrid sight so 
overcame the boy, that he fell in convulsions from 
his horse, and died in a few hours. 

A leader of the Thugs being asked, whether his 
conscience never reproached him for having killed 
so many innocent persons, answered, “ Does any 
one feel remorse for having carried on his business 
or trade ? Are not all our actions justified by 
Providence ? Is it not God’s hand .which kills, 
and are we not -the instruments of his will ? ” 

■When a youth feels himself strong enough for 
liis profession, ho requests the oldest and most 
respected Thug (Gooroo) to take him for his dis- 
ciple; if ho is accepted as such by the leader, he 
must try his skill on the next traveller. As soon 
as the traveller is asleep, the Gooroo, irith his dis- 
ciple and three experienced Tliugs, repair to a 
neighbouring field. Wnieii arrived there, he places 
himself with his face towards the spot whither 
they mean to go, and the Gooroo exclaims, “ 0 
Kalee ! Knn-kalcc ! Bhud-kalec ! ” i. e. if it seems 
good to thee that tlic traveller shall die by the 
hand of this slave, grant us the omen, or sign. 

If the expected sign comes within a certain time, 
from the quarter to his right hand, the goddess 
is supposed to announce her consent; if not, other 
Thugs must kill tlic traveller, and the candidate 
must wait for the honour, till a more favourable 
opportunity. 



TllF. TUUCS. 


15S 


If tfiey TcceWc a ptopiUoua sn%v:eY, tlicy return 
to tKcir citmp *, ttie Gootoo takes ft liandkerduef and 
turning to tlie -srest, makes the fatal knot, a piece 
of silver coin being fixed at the, other end of the 
cloth. The disciple, in a -liiimhlc posture, re- 
ceives the handkerchief ■with his right hand from 
the head priest, and leans over tlic victim. Under 
the pretext that a serpent is crawling about, the 
travelleT is wakened, the noose is thrown round 
his neck, and he is strangled in an instant. As 
soon as the work is completed, the disciple hmvs 
hefote his Gooroo, touching, with both hands, liis 
feet, and aftenvards those of his relations and* 
friends. A feast, and presents made by the dis- 
dple to the Gooroo and his family, conclude his 
initiation and reception into the society. 

Before the Thugs set out on a journey, they 
consult the auspices. The most experienced among 
them, the Pundits, with the leader, and four of the 
principal Thugs, sit do^vn upon a white cloth ; the 
other metabera of tlieband being ranged in a circle 
beyond. A brass vessel containing rice, wheat, 
and two pieces of copper coin, is tiicn placed heforc 
thePundit, who is respectfully asked, by the leader, 
what day wU be the most favcmrable for the en- 
terprise. After performing some ceremonies, the 
I uodit declares the day, the hour, and the direction 
of the journey. 

At the time appointed, the leader repairs to a 
field, or garden, beyond the village, raises his eyes 
towards heaven, and t^claims, “ Great goddess, 
mother of ah, if this our intended enterprise is 
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justified in tliy eyes, afford us assistance and the 
signs of tfiy approbation.” All the Thugs pre- 
sent repeat this exclamation, and unite in praises 
and adoration of the goddess. If the sign is fa- 
vourable, the leader remains for seven hours on the 
same spot j his companions bringing him food, and 
making all the necessary preparations for the jour- 
ney. If the sign is not favourable, the ceremony 
must be repeated in a -week. 

The most sacred instrument of the Thugs is a 
pick-axe •which is borne by the most cleanly, most 
temperate, and careful man of the band. Ac- 
•cording to the Tliugs, it indicates, if buried, the 
direction in which 'the journey is to be undertaken, 
and, in former times, when, as they say, nil the 
Thugs held together in conformity ■with the will 
of the Goddess, the pick-axe, if thrown into a 
well, rose again to the surface. Tiic oath by tlio 
Kassee, is considered more sacred by the Thugs, 
than that by the Ganges or the Ehoran. 

This frightful mode of life is, on the •whole, full 
of superstition. If the turban of one of the party 
catches fire, or falls from his head, the band must 
return and wait seven days ; but if they arc far 
from homo, only the inon returns who lias met 
Avith the misfortune. The cry of n vulture, in 
the night, is likcAvise an evil qinen : the Thug 
hastily leaves his c.amp and flics, even if he is 
sure of his victim. On tlje other hand, it is 
considered a very good omen to meet a woman 
with ft child in Iicr arms and a pitcher full of 
water, but if the pitcher is empty, it forbo<les evil. 
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The howling of a wolf, the crossing of any game 
from the right side of the road to the left, the 
mere touching a lizard, &c. are all esteemed had 
signs. 

A new hand of Thugs breaks the hack of their 
first victim five times, ns this is said to insure 
future sucess. 

In the first seven days of the enterprise, the 
Thug abstains from Ghee, and flesh, and subsists 
entirely upon fish and rice. He docs not shave his 
heard, nor permit a Dhobee to wash his clothes, 
nor ‘does he bathe, or give alms. During a whole 
enterprise, even if it is protracted to the space 
of a year, they take .no milk, nor do they clean 
their teeth j hut if they succeed in finding a victim 
■within the first seven days, they are freed from 
these restraints. On the seventh day, they all par- 
take of a repast in common. In former times the 
first person killed was not to he a brahmin, a poor 
man, a bayadere, or a bard. A traveller who wore 
gold or had a four-footed animal with him was also 
spared. Persons who have lost a limb are never 
touched; and if a Thug meets such an one, on the 
first day of the journey, he returns home. "Women, 
too, are never killed by them — but this rule is ob- 
served only by the Hindoo Thugs. The Thug will 
not strangle any female with whom he has been in- 
timately acquainted — yet their love of mxirder is so 
great, tlaat they have often resisted the seductions of 
great beauties, and sacrificed their •victim,' 

In their enterprises, the Thugs are indefatigable, 
cunning, and prudent, so that, according to their 
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motto, “Dead men f(dl no tales,” no victim, and no 
witness has escaped them. A band of Tliugs, con- 
sisting of more than an Jiundred men, travelled 160 
miles, with 60 Arsons, among whom were some 
women, till they succeeded, in strangling them all 
in a moment near Chitterkotc. Another band ac- 
companied a native officer and his family for 200 
miles, till they found a favourable moment for exe- 
cuting their diabolical purpose. The wild, solitary 
jungles, are generally the places where most \'ic- 
tims meet their fate \ and the Thug remembers such 
places, as a sportsman does the most productive 
hunting-ground, or an old man the happiest days 
and hours of Ids youth. 

Two or three Thugs, as I have before observed, 
are employed in strangling a traveler. As soon as 
every one is at his post, the spies set, and the act 
of strangling is to take place, the leader exclaims, 
Bajid, Bajid, Khan or Deo. If the traveller is on 
horseback, one of the men throws the noose round 
his neck, the second lifts his feet out of the stirrups, 
and the third seizes the bridle. The corpses arc 
either thrown into wells or buried ; in the latter 
case, they cover the grave with thorns, or ^vith the 
seeds of fleabano, to keep off the dogs and jackals. 

If they do not succeed in strangling the traveller, 
when he is roused from sleep, or cnnnpt got him into 
a convenient position, one of the Thugs falls into a 
swoon, some of his companions hasten to liis assist- 
ance, others fetch water, or feci his pulse, and ns 
nothing avails in bringing him to himself, one of 
the Thugs affirms that a charm or c.xorcism niono 
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will relieve the sufferer from this evil. A pitcher 
full of ^vatcr is placed on the ground, and every one 
present is requested to kneel in a circle, to take off 
his girdle, to hare his neck, and look up to the 
sky, and count a certain number of stars. In this 
position the noose is of course very easily thrown 
round the heck of the unsuspicious traveller. 

It seems almost incredible that such a sect should 
have been able, for centuries, to murder, undisco- 
vered, several hundred travellers every year. But 
the Tliug finds constant facilities for the perpetra- ‘ 
tion of his crimes, from the manner in which the 
Indians are in the habit of travelling ; for they do 
not halt at the towns and villages, but stop under 
shady trees, where they cook and sleep, and the 
road often lies for many miles together through 
solitary jungles. 

Almost every body in India is married; the 
younger sons of poor, but respectable families seek 
employment in the civil or military service, and 
while they are doing duty af a great distance from 
home, their wives and children remain under the 
* protection of the father, or elder brother, go that the 
hands of love and affection arc preserved unbroken. 
They submit, in their office, to all possible privations, 
in order to send, or to bring, as much as they can 
save,- to those whom they love at home. Such fa- 
miVies especially, have suficred by the Thugs ; for if 
the officer who has obtained leave of absence does 
not return at the appointed time, another is put in 
his place, and tho rdatlona , perhaps do not learn, 
till long afterwards, that one of their family lias dis- 
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appeared from the world, they know not how. 
Almost every native regiment lost annually several 
of its men, who were absent on furlough, and of 
whom no trace could be found; and in spite of 
all warnings, new victims continually fell under the 
murderous hands of this fearful sect. 

In the west of India, the Bhats and Cbarans, a 
casto-of Bajahpoots, possess the sacred privilege of 
taking tJje property of other people under their 
protection. Hobody ventures to touch them, or 
tile large sums, in gold and silver, which they 
carry, especially in the province of Guzerat, 
through tracts which others cannot venture to tra- 
verse without a strong escort. In Jlnjahpootano, 
in the character of bards or heralds, they ac- 
company the caravans which* are then, hot only 
* secure agaiost robbery, but even exempt from the 
usual foxes. Even tliis sacred casfe has not been 
spared by the Thugs: in the year I62G, fourr 
teen money carriers were murdered at one time, 
near Chupparah, and robbed of a sum of 25,000 
rupees. . In the followingycar, seven of them, with 
a sum of 22,000 rupees, fell into the Imnds of the 
Thugs near Malngaon, in Candcish. In 1823, three 
persons, wlio had 12,000 rupees ndtli them were 
killed, near Dhor Kotc, in Candcish, and nine 
persons •with 40,000 rupees near Curwolmgat, on the 
Nerbudda. In the following year, six gold bearers 
■were mxirdcred near Dlioolio, in Candcish, on wliom 
the Thugs found the large sum of 82,000 nipccs. 

It is remarkabJe, that the Thugs have never 
for rrJjjcJj assign ibc 



- THE TnUGS. — ilCUEEU 01? CArTAIK ALCOCK. 159 


folloTving reasons: — first, because the European 
carries fittle or no money about him; secondly, 
because be always bas loaded pistols, and is ever 
ready to make use of them ; and, lastly, because a 
European is soon missed, and the rigorous and 
careful researches made in consequence might 
easily lead to a discovery* 

* Only one European, a eorgeant In on Englisli regiment, was 
strangled by tbc Tbugs, in a state of intoxication, and bis body 
was found in a well.* 


’ Shortly before this sheet went to prc«s, the following la- 
mentfthlo news was reccired by the India mall : •— 

“ The deputy quartermaster-general, Captain Alcock, left 
Cawnpore by palkec dawk for Agra on Thursday Inst, from 
whence he intended to march to Kussccrabnd. IIo took an 
early dinner at Mrs. Clarkson’s house at Mynpooree, on Sa- 
turday, and left in Uigb bealtb and spirits towards evening. 
AtBhoorcah Tallao he was attacked by a Dneoitee gang; ho 
got out of bis palkec and defended himself with his sword, until 
they cut him across his wrists, when he ran towards the village, 
calling for assistance, and one of the Dacoits then shot him 
dead, lie was, it is evident, mistaken for the magistrate, Mr. 

■ Unwin, who liad been hunting after tliis gang ; and he (Jlr. 

Unwin) bad also left Mynpoorec by dawk ^ohe, that evening, 

. and arrived at the Tillage two hours after, and was shocked to 
find Captain Alcock sacrificed to the vengeance of these wretches, 
for him. He returned with the body to Mynpootec, which 
was buried with all duo honours on Sunday. The same lender 
of the Uacoits attempted Captiun Tucker’s lifeinst year ! Is this 
not a dreadful outrage in. the miilst of our awn territary ? ” 
— J'rom the CuIcuUa Englishman, Aot*. 1844. 

“ The murder of Europeans by Daeoits,” as the Friend of 
India observes, “is calculated to excite a great sensation in 
society ; it is, indeed, a new and bold fchture in tbeir proceed- 
ings t the more surprising when we recall the decision of the 



160 


THE Tnacs. 


It is a strange fact, that the native princes, their 
chiefs and ministers, were the principal obstacles 
to the pursuit of the Tliogs. ^^ery few of the 
princes care for any of their subjects who do not 
belong to tlieir own tribe, nor do they feel them- 
selves bound to protect them against banditti and 
thieves- Added to this, many of the superior 
officers and landowners are often in league witii 
such criminals, and afford them protection and 
shelter in return for a portion of their booty. 
Thus, in the dominions of Scindia, for instance, a 
secure asylum was afforded to the Thugs, for whicli 
they had to pay the sovereign an annual fas of 
twenty-four rupees and a half, for evciy house 
which was occupied by them. Jn the year 1707, 
this tax amounted to 7C41 rupees for 318 houses; 
and the number of Thugs who went out in searcli 
of plunder, in that country alone, was estimated at 

Thugs on this very point, by whom the question of tlifc policy of 
attacking European traTellera was regularly discussed and de- 
bated, and decided in the negative, on the ground that the practice 
would be too dangerous, on account of the great sensation which 
the murder of a Gora would excite. * • • In the murder of 
Captain Alcocfc, mist-iken for Mr. Vowia, it may be observed, 
that the Dacoits have been evidently influenced by revenge 
against an active roagistralo : they liaic sufTored their vin- 
dictiveness to get the better of their usual prudence. Hut tho 
proceeding is not the less new and daring; and if these men 
escape, especially Kansuhaoc, the leader of the gang, tho 
Dacoits may bo emboldened to make attacks on Europeans a 
regular part of their system; the more so, ns it cannot bo 
unknown to fbeni, that ovr rowntiymen travel about tho 
country very commonly altogcUicr unarmed." — From the 
JielAi Gafelfe. — [TTiAJ<«UtTOR.J 
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954. The deVivemnce of India from thc?c inhuman 
monsters was resen'cd for the indefiitignhle ex* 
ertions, the "Nvisc and just measures, of the Englisln 
This important undertaking lias, to ft verj* great 
extent, heen already accomplished 5 ftud, if tiio 
political agents continue to watch the Thugs with 
the same zeal ns heretofore, there can Ihj no doubt 
that they will eventually be entirely extirpated. 

The discovery and capture of several bands of 
Thugs took place after the seizure of ft band of 
an hundred and five men, by Mr. Molony, in tbe 
valley of the Nerbudda; of a second by Captain 
IVardlaw, and of a third by Major Bortbwick. 
'The latter, with 200 irregular cavalry, undertook 
a inarch of thirty miles by night, and in tliis 
manner surprised a whole troop of forty*six Tluigs, 
who were returning from lliiHloostan to the 
Deccan, Avith a booty of the value of 12,000 rupees. 

Though the Thugs arc bound to inviolable 
secrecy by a most solemn oath, the proofs of their 
guilt were so manifest, that they confessed every 
thing; and many, in order to save their own lives, 
became approrvers and witnesses against otiier 
bands, l^ien Foringhca, one of the most notorious 
leaders of the Thugs in Saugor, was brought 
iMifore iMajor Slccman, he offered, on condition 
that his life should be spared, to assist in the 
capture of several bands. On Major Slccman 
expressing some doubts as to the smeerity of his 
depositions, Foringhca promised to give him n 
proof of his good will, and begged the Major to 
take him to the village of Selohola, two stages 
VOL. II. u 
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beyond Saugor. On their arrival at tliat place, 
lilnjor Slcemnn caused liis tent to be set up in a 
mango grove ; but how great was Lis horror, when, 
on tJjo following morning, reringhea caused five 
dead bodies to be dug up, under the small space 
covered by the tent, seven others immediately ^rith- 
oufside, and five on the spot where his horses 
■wore fastened for the niglitl Sfojor Slecman 
relates, that, during the night, his wife, who of 
course was totally’ unconscious that she was sleeping 
over tliG graves of so many murdered victims, had 
been tormented by the roost frightful dreams. 

Above 2000 Thugs were called to account, in 
live years— nt Indore, Hyderabad, Saugor, and 
Jubbulpoor ; 1200 were examined in the two latter, 
towns alone; and the murder of 94.7 travellers 
was fully proved. Of these criminals 382 were 
condemned to the gallows; 909 to transporfation, 
and 77 to imprisonment for life.* The Thug 

* Captain Meadows Taylor reewred from Captain Reynolds 


tlie following statement: — 

From 1831 to 1837 incluMTe, there were 

Tnujsported to Teoaag, Ac. - ' • •• 1059 

Ilaaged - , _ . . 412 

Imprisoned for llfe^ with hard labour - - 87 

Imprisoned ia deiaalt of eecuHtr - '21 

Imprisoned for varioua periods - *09 

Released after trial - - - - 32 

Escaped from gaol - • * - II 

Died in gaol ----- 36 

' 1727 

Made approvers - - - - 433 

Convicted, but not sentenced - - . 

In gaob in various parts, not tried - - 93G 

3266 
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tlrcads transportation — to he sent over tlic 
Black ^vatcr ” as kc calls it — irnicli more tlmn death. 

It is n law among the Thugs, that if one of them 
is discovered he ceases to he a Thug. 

1- visited a Tliug prison at this place : several 
hundred of them wei;e in chains, and had the' word 
“Thug” branded on their cheeks; hut ns they 
were subjects of the King of Oude their punish* 
ment was subject to the will of the king, who did not 
seem disposed either to inflict the extreme penalty 
of the law, or even to keep them to liard labour. 
During tny slay at this place, a new sect of thieves 
was discovered ; but it was not fully oscertained 
whether they were Thugs. Tlmy atupified travel- 
lers by giving them narcotic potions, and robbed 
them, when in this condition, but never attempted 
to murder them. At present, however, the travel- 
ler in India, is more safe: it is scldoro that persons 
arc missed; and the Tcgimcnts have the satisfaction 
of seeing their comrades return from furlough 
uninjured. 

It would he very unjust to form an unfavourable 
- conclusion of the moral state of the whole people 
from these criminal sects; on the contrary, it 
appears from the statistical notices respecting the 
criminals of India, compiled by Colonel Sykes, that 
those people have the advantage of civilised Europe. 

Allied to the above, Captiun Bcyoolda stated, that, at the time 
he wrote, upwards of 1800 notorious Tlmgs were at largo in 
various parts of India, whose names were known : how many 
besides existed it is impossible to conjecture . — Confessions of 
a Thug. Bg Captain Meadom Taghr. 1839. — Tiunslator. 
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It way, indeed, be questioned, whether the police 
can be so strictly exercised in Indio as in England 
nnd other European countries. ^ 

In the presidency of Bengal, the population of 
which is forty millions, the number of persons sen- 
tenced to death was 38 in the year 1838, 25 in 
1839, and 27 in 1840, exclusively of the Thugs; 
whereas in England, during the same years, the 
numbers were HG, 56, nnd 57. In tlic same years, 
81, 72, and»103 criminals were sentenced, in Ben- 
gal, to transportation or imprisonment for life; and 
in England, the numbers who suffered the same 
punishment were 2G6, 205, and 238. The number 
ofpereons condemned in 1837, including offences 
against the police, amounted to 38,902, which 
makes 1 to 1028 of the population ; and in the 
year 1840, in which 42,785 wore sentenced, 1 out 
of every 935 souls. 

In the presidency of Madras, the population of 
which is 13,050,000, there was in the first half of 
the year 1839, 1 criminal to 609 souls; and in the 
latter half, 1 to 633, of whom 21 were sentenced to 
death; while, in England and "Wales, 5G persons 
were condemned to death: in 1840, 20,622 were 
found guilty in this presidency, of whom 31 were 
condemned to death, and 69 to transportation ; in 
England and Wales 27,187 were sentenced, of whom 
77 were punished with death, nnd 238 to transport- 
ation. 

In the presidency of Bombay, which contains 
6,300,000 inhabitants, in tWo years and a half, from 
the 1st of Januaiy; 1838, to the 1st of July, 1 . 840,15 
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on an average %vcrc annually sentenced to death, 
45 to transportation, and 7 to imprisonment for 
life. The total amount of all crimes and mis- 
demeanours, including those under cognisance of 
the police, ^vas 91,999 in the space of four years 
in this Presidency, maldng nearly 23,000 in a year, 
or^one criminal to every 273 souls. 
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LETTER xrr. 

TO ALEXAA'OCR VOX lUmBOLOT. 

Jouniei/ Jrom Smarts to Calcutta. — Hie JTooU festival 
of the Ilindoos.~— Description tf the road. — The Puhari. 
^—Durdican. — Description of Calcutta, — 'Port TJlUiam. 
— The revenues and erjyettses of the administration of 
India,— ^The palace of the Governor‘GcTieral.—A visit 
to Dioarhanauth Tapores.— Hindoo festivals. — Excursion 
to Dum-Dum,—- Trip to Jlooghly and Barrachpoor,— 
The Botanic Garden.— Social life at Calcutta.— IWJ 
paraticns for tny departure to Bomlay and the Indus.— 
Emharhatiofi on hoard the Pluto steamer. —Departure for 
Bomhay,— Stormy voyaye and return to Calcutta, 
.Continuation of letter from Aden. — Embarkation on the 
steamer Ilindoostnn for Madras. — ‘Madras.— FUxnt de 

Gttlle TheMaldloelslandsandihrir inhabitants.— Aden. 

Conclusion of Utter on board the Oriental steamer.— The 

Bed Sea Eesfdeyicc at Cairo. — Ascent of the Pyramids. 

Journey to Alexandria. — Audience tf Melietnet AH . — 

Embarhailon in the Oriental, and voyaye to Malta, Gib- 
raltar, and Falmouth. 

Calcutta, 14tb April, 1843. 

I TOOK leave of Jltyor Carpenter on the after- 
noon of the 15th March, and set out in a palanquin 
on my journey to Calcutta. On the road thitJjer 
there are thirty-three dawk stations, and between 
twenty and thirty bungalows. In less than an hour, 

I was carried across the Ganges^ which is 3000 
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feet wide at this part; hut its waters scarcely flowed 
over the half of this breadth, though the mean 
depth was about thirty-five feet: the current of 
the Ganges at this place is, at the surface, at the 
rate of 2910 feet an hour, and the under cur- 
rent, helow the surface, only 1410 feet an hour, 
I,trav^ed through the fertile, richly cultivated 
valley of the Ganges for the first eighteen hours of 
my iourney ; the road, which is very good and 
hroad, gradually ascended as I approached the 
offsets of the Yindhaya chain, and the country was 
as highly cultivated as on the previous part of my 
route. The Yindhaya mountains are here called 
the Bindi hills, and arc, on this side, the last offsets 
of that remarkable physical conformation which 
traverses India, iu its greatest breadth of SOO geo- 
graphical miles, and here separates the Sone and 
the Ganges from each other. 

At the earliest dawn of the morning of tho 
16th, while the moon ^till shone in the greatest 
splendour, my attention -was attracted by bright 
lights dancmg and flitting about in every direction 
as far as the eye could reach. I soon discovered 
that they were straw torches in the hands of the 
men and children of the villages, who were running 
about the fields, swinging and throwing their burn- 
ing torches, and at the same time sliouting and 
singing with all their might. It was the Hooli, 
one of the principal Hindoo festivals, which lasts 
three days, and appears to have much similarity 
with the bacchanalia of tho ancients ; for, at this 
time, the gentle Hindoos, who are much disposed 

u 4 
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to rojoicin" and wantonncss, arc at full liberty to 
indulge tlieir fancy, and to play foolisli pranks and 
frolics even on ■women and strangers. The conse- 
quence to myself was wot verj* agreeable, for at 
almost ever)' stage I had several drunken bearers. 

During the noontide beat of the same day, which 
was extremely oppressive in the mountains, being 
98* Fnhr., I rested for some hours in the bungalow 
beyond Snssaram. It is sitiiatod in the shade of 
beautiful mango trees, at the entrance of a moun- 
tainous tract, the elevation of which is scarcely 
more than COO feet above the Ganges. The cheer- 
ful little village, which is adorned mth the ruins 
of several JIaliometan buildings, is most pic- 
turesquely ensconced under mangoes and bananas, 
among •wliiclt the Fan palms life their proud 
and elegant crowns. After Iu.xuriating in a bath, 
and partaking of a good breakfast, I proceeded 
on ray journey at three o’clock, and at sunset 
reached the village of De\^, where the river Sone 
flows in a bed 5000 paces in breadth, but the main 
stream was scarcely 360 paces broad, and not eight 
feet deep. The bed of the Sone is a deep stratum 
of sand, which is traversed by small streams and 
pools ; but these were so shallow, that the bearers 
had no dilBcxilty whatever in passing through 
them. 

On the 17th I was quite among the mountains; 
the loftiest summits of which, according to my 
estimation, were not more than from SOO to 1000 
feet in height, and were for the most part covered 
•with brushwood. The inhabitants are a totally dis- 
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tinct tribe from any I liad before seen : they arc a 
short, stout, and dark-brown people, and Vive in 
bouses covered with tiles or reeds. They are the r u- 
Imrri, a race quite different in appearance, language, 
and religion from the Hindoos of the plain : there 
are no castes among them, nor do they worship 
idols, hut they pray every morning and evening to 
a supreme being, whom they call Budo Gosai, and 
to Avbom tbey offer buffalos and other aninmls, as 
propitiatory sacrifices. They subsist principally on 
the produce of the chase, in which they employ 
hows and arrows. Their chiefs are undet the pro- 
tection of the English, and have entered into their 
service. All the Hindoos, my bearers not excepted, 
had on this day sprinkled their turbans and white 
dresses with a bright-red colour ; and on the fol- 
lomng days they aU appeared in orange colour. 

The bun^ows at Dhunwab, where 1 rested 
and refreshed myself, lie on a stmill plateau, sur- 
rounded by steep rotks, with the most picturesque 
views towards the west. On the 18th the country 
appeared stiU more beautiful, and more diversified 
in the grouping of the mountain chains, the lofty 
summits of which were sometimes jagged and some- 
times rounded, now forming perpendicular walU, 
and then declining in terraces to the plain: the 
situation of the bungalows at Dumry is particularly 
delightful. '* 

As soon as we issued from these mountains, the 
appearance of the country and of the people was 
totally changed ; .the land was gradually more cul- 
tivated, and the people were handsomer, taller 
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more slender, more cleanly, end of ratlier a lighter 
complexion than those of the mountains. On the 
19th I stopped for tv.’o liours in the bungalow at 
Jlyrasone, and then proceeded in my palanquin 
wth ft temperature of 89* Fahr. 

About half a day’s journey from Burdwan, which 
is situated in ft rich delta of the Ganges, nnd is sur- 
rounded by bandsomc scats and gardens, the coun- 
try becomes like a boundless park : corn iields of 
every description alternate with plantations of 
sugar, indigo, cotton, and banana, interspersed with 
mangoes, ‘banyans, tamarinds, bamboos, and pipala, 
sometimes standing singly, or forming pretty 
groups, and sometimes clustered in small groves, 
adorn this incomparable landscajKs. The roads are 
shaded with trees, and the villages consist of clean 
and neat brick houses, furnished with a veranda 
enwreathed with climbing plants, nnd surrounded 
by small gardens, in which bananas and flowers 
flourish in estmordinaiy beauty. The country is 
irrigated by means of tanks, wells, and ditches, from 
which the water is drawn in os hides, and thrown 
over the land. The riches and luxuriance of nature 
quite astonish the European, and evidence the in- 
exhaustible source whitdi jidds so large a revenue 
to the government. 

The district of Burdwan is divided into sixty- 
four pergunnahs, and extends sixty-five miles from 
north to south, and about forty-five from east to 
west. It is one of the most populous and fertile 
district’s in Bengal, and is perfectly level, with the 
exception of the western phrt, where the ground 
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is undulating and less productive. In that direction 
there arc jungles, consisting chiefly of willo'ws, 
■which serve for fuel, and for spars in building. 
Tl\e Damda and Adjy, which traverse the district 
from west to east, often inundate the land during 
the rainy season, and have several times done 
immense damage. A sixth part of the inhabitants 
of the country are ^lussulmans; a great number 
of Brahmins, however, live here, and nearly one 
seventh of the Hindoo population belongs to that 
caste; next to them, the Koyst caste is the most 
active and intelligent portion of the people. 

In this neighbourhood and at Hooghly, there 
is a very remarkable sect called Kurta Bhojah, 
to which many of the inhabitants in the north 
and east of this district belong. This sect con- 
sists of all castes, who have entirely renounced 
idol worship, and embraced a more pure religion. 
They assemble by hundreds at night in certain 
places, and unite in singing hymns and psalms: 
■they lay aside every distinction of caste, and eat 
and drink in common. This religious feeling has, 
however, not taken doepi^oot in all the members, 

, and some, when they return home; being impelled 
by fear, or other motives, go back to the worship 
of idols. The sect, however, is daily increasing: 
a considerable number of them propagate Christi- 
anity in the district of Kislmagur: their leaders 
travel about the country, and are particularly 
sxicccssful, in the converMon of the Boishuors, the 
worshippers of 'Vishnu.* 

• Tlic following interesting account of this sect is given in 
the “ Protestant Missions in Bengal,” by the Rev. .T, J. 
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The road from Burdwau to Hooghly and Cal- 
cutta is probably thcmost frequented of any in India. 


"Weitbrecht, and it was deemed important to subjoin it in this 
place. — Translator. 

“ The first families who applied for baptism belonged to a 
sect who Call themselres ‘Kurta Bhojahs,' that is, worshippers 
of the only God. This sect appears to be extenslrely spread 
in Bengal, along the Ganges nnd its various branches. The 
founder of it is said to have lived in the beginning of the 
present century in a village near Culna, and to have .become 
acquainted with the Scriptures by one of the first Protestant 
missionaries, either Carey, Foster, or Thomas. The doctrines 
and precepts of Jesus appear to have come home to his con- 
science ; and possessing a considerable knowledge of the Hindoo 
shasters, ha undertook the task of preparing a new religious 
system, retaining in it a considerable portion of ITindooism, 
but r^ecteng the worship of idols entirely, and substituting tho 
worship of the only true God, os the foundation of his system. 
This new teacher succeeded in cnlistiag disciples from among 
his friends and ncigliboufs, and the sect increased every year. 
Hindoos of all castes, Slahomedans, and even Indo-Britons, and 
descendants of the Portuguese, arc now found among the Ivurfa 
Bhojahs. 

“ This brotherhood seems to mamfcsi a very uncommon de- 
gree oteaersf and rigoar: they have their miisionincs, whom 
they send out in all directions^ make proselytes. 1 net with 
one of them in the neighbourhood of Burdwan ; and if they have 
many agents possessed of tho some talents and lircly energy os 
that individual, ^ am not surprised at the rapid incrca-«o of their 
disciples. He was a handsome young Bralimin, polislicd and dig- 
nified in manner, very agreeable in conversation, and eloquent. 

He assured me tliat tiic sect numbered above one liundrcd 
thousand njembers, and promised to introduce me to their 
private evening assemblies. They meet every Tliursday in 
certain villages, after lunsct, two or three hundred together j 
sitting crosj-Jegge<J, in a circle, on the ground. They sing 
hymns in praise of their Creator, Cvery disiJjirlion of caste 
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The merchaiits generally send their goods by land, 
as a "a'aggon is not more than six or seven ^veeks 
in performing the journey from Burdvran to Cawn- 
poor, and costs only 110 rupees; whereas a boat is 
four, and even six months in accomplishing this dis- 
tance. But as this road is made chiefly of gutyn, 
a calcareous substance, which is soon pulverised by 
the heavily-laden carts, travelling is rendered ex- 
ceedingly uncomfortable in dry weather by the 
clouds 'of dust, ‘and in the rainy season, by the 
slough and mud- 

The great abundance of coal in the vicinity of 
Shigar is very remarkable. It is so near the 
surface, that the strata stand out in many places. 

Trom Burdwan the traveller is conveyed by 
the best and most rapid palanquin bearers, who 
trot four or five miles in an hour, singing and 

ceases at lliesc nightly meetings ; the Brahmin is sitting in hro- 
tlicrly fellowship hy the side of the Sndra and the Mohomedan. 
Tl\ey break bread lo"elber> and a cup passes round the cirele> 
from which all are drinting : doubtless this is an imitation of 
the eaemment of the Lord’s Supper. 

“ Thus is an obscure sect, by the wise and gracious provi- 
dence of God, destined to break through the chain of caste, and 
to become the pioneers to our mission work in Bengah The 
people composing this sect arc, as it were, already in a transition 
slate. Some of these KurtaBhojahs hearing Mr. l>rew preach at 
Ki<hnagur, exclaimed, ‘Sorely this is our own religion;’ and 
were shortly haptized. Moreover, Ireceived from our brethren 
labouring in that place the interesting information, that their 
converts fiom that sect ore the most consistent Christians, and 
give them the greatest satisfaction, evidently from tlus simple 
reason, that purer ideas of a Divine Being had previously been 
implanted in their minds." 
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shouting all the Tray. I arrived at the little tOTvn 
of Hooghly, at Doon, on the 19th, just as tlie 
children were coming from school. Here is a 
temple, Tvhich, during the Rath festival, is visited 
by thousands of pilgrims, and where, in former 
times, as at Juggemaufh, devotees suffered them- 
selves to be crushed hy the car of the idol, •which 
has thirty-six wheels, and others were suspended 
till they died, by an iron hoolc, which was thrust 
through the hips of the^ unhappy fanatics. 
But I am thankful to say, that of late years 
the British government has prohibited this cruel 
custom. 

The road from Hoogldyrunsbetween houses and 
gardens, near the river of the same name. At 
Pultah-Ghaut I was conveyed over the Ilooglily'in 
the evening tnulight, while continued and bright 
flashes of lightning, in the south-east, illuminated 
the whole countiy. It "Nvas midnight before I 
reached Calcutta, and as I could not go to the 
residence of my friends .at that late hour, I repaired 
to an hotel. Being almost tired to death, for I had 
had no sleep for five nights, and no refreshment for 
fwenty-four hours, I In.y down after a slight repast 
to take some rest ; but the heat and the musqiiitos 
prevented me from getting any sleep, and in a 
feverish excitement, half aAvake and lialf dreamii>g, 

I impatiently longed for the day. 

Before I enter upon an account of my proceedings 
here, I must give you a de.«cription of Calcutta. 

It is built on a jvrfectly level nlluvial soil, on the 
left bank of the Ilooglily, culled by the natives 
Bijagiralhi, or the True Ganges,” about iOO miles 
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from tho sea, Fort IViUiam, wliicli coramnntls tlie 
river and the surrounding country, lies at the most 
southern point, in 22® 34' 49^ N. L., and 88“ 28 
E. L., from Grcemvich. Viewed from the Hooghly, 
Calcutta has the appearance of a city of palaces. A 
row of large superh building extend from the 
princely residence of the Governor-General, along 
the Esplanade, and produce a remarlmbly striking 
effect, hy their handsome verandas, supported by 
lofty columns. 

On the site of a wretched village, situated amidst 
jungles and impenetrable forests, Job Chamock 
founded,' 120 years ago, the capitid of the now 
mighty Indian empire } but though the jungles and 
woods have vanished, though the roads and pools 
arc dry, yet a dangerous, infectious air often blows 
over the city from the Sunderbunds. At high 
water the Hooghly is a mile in breadth, but at the 
ebb, there is, on the opposite shore, a long road of 
dried sand banks, which arc increasing greatly. 
To the south of ChanUpaul Ghaut there was once 
a thick forest,, between which and Kidderpoor lay . 
two villages, the inhabitants of which ^vc^e induced 
to settle in .the city by the Seths, a wealthy 
mercantile commumty. Fort 'William and the Es- 
planade were erected on the site of the forest and 
of the abandoned villages in 1768 ; and where the 
splendid houses of Chowringhec now stand, a 
miserable village, surrounded by marshy pools, 
existed in 1717 ; and even in 1756, when Surac ud 
Dowlah took the place, only seventy houses were 
inhabited by Englishmen. 

The present city of Calcutta extends nearly six 
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InUcs northwards from Fort William, along the left 
bank of the Hooghly ; but its breadth varies very 
considerably. The^splanadc forms a large vei^ant 
square, with several handsome walled reser\'oirs, 
between the fort and the city, and on two sides is 
bounded by the Chowringhee, which consists of the 
grandest and most splendid buildings. At the 
most northern point the Jfaharatta Ditch surrounds ^ 
the city from Chitpoor to the distance of a mile 
beyond the Fives Court, close to Chowringhee. 

The city is divided into two distinct parts, formed 
hy a line drawn from Bcbee-Iloss-Ghaut eastward, 
to the upper circular road, and from Hastings 
Bridge to the Tollys-Nallah in the north'eastern 
direction, to the lower circular road. This portion 
of the city is chiefly occupied by the Christians ; 
whereas the natives have settled in the district from 
Bebee*Ro3S*Ghaut eastward, to Chitpoor Bridge 
and the Maharatta Ditch, including all the streets 
of the northern portion of the city. 

Here, as in all Oriental cities, the streets are 
narrow and the houses lofty; the lower portion 
contains the bazars, and the upper the dwelling- 
house; the place of windows bein^ supplied by 
curtains or shutters. The residences of the mer- 
chants are between Champaul Ghaut and the New 
Mint, along the river side, and those of the principal 
inhabitants are in Chowringhee, which is two miles 
in length, and foTty paces in breadth, and occupies 
two sides of the esplanade. As the limits of tlie 
city arc not marked by walls or ditches, an unin- 
terrupted series of suburbs And villages are attached 
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to it on every sitlc. The dwelUngs consist for the 
most part of neat hamboo huts, covered with palm 
leaves *5 but they are exccssWi^y liable to take fire, 
and during my stay here, no less than 700 of them 
were burnt to the ground in three days. 

If we were to take the number of houses and 
huts in Calcutta, amounting to 71,532, as a ba^is, 
from 'which we might infer the number of inhabi- 
tants, as has been done in former times, we should 
aiTive at an exaggerated result. After eight 
months’ researches, in the year 1837, Captain 
Birch, the sviperintendeivt of the police, succeeded^ 
in ascertaining the population of Calcutta to he 
220,705 inhabitants. It appeared, at the same time, 
that a fluctuating' population of 177,000 persons 
daily frequent the city. Of these inhabitants there 
are 8138 British, 137,651 Hindoos, and 58,744 
^lussulmans ; 3180 Portuguese ; 530 Americans j 
40 native Christians ; 160 Prcnch; 203 Jews; 40 
Parsees ; 35 Arabs ; 362 Chinese j 509 Moguls ; 683 
Ulughs and Burmese ; 4746 Eurasians, (children 
of a European father and a native mother,) and 
19,804 of low castes. For the preservation of 
personal sccvirity, there is a police, with a ma- 
gistrato at its head, and to wliich 8147 ‘ Tlian- 
nadats, Kaihs, Chokidars, Jemadars, and Burkan- 
dazes belong. 

The climate of Calcutta may be inferred from 
its situation in a damp hollow, on the hanks of one 
of the largest rivers in the world. Each season 
has its peculiar dangers ; in the hot*months, fevers 
and cholera prevail, and when the rainyseason'he- 
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gins, ’dysentery nnd other'pamfiil diseases of the 
stomach are added to tliem. Even in the cooler 
season, the adult ^pulation’ suffers from dys- 
peptic fevers, and the children from catarrhs and 
coughs. 

The most unhealthy part of Calcutta lies near 
Elysian Row, and is surrounded by the lower 
circular road, and Theatre Street j here dirty ba- 
zars, and the direllings of Europeans, are built 
upon a marshy spot, filled with numerous half- 
drained ponds, "^^en the other parts of the city 
are in the moat healthy state, you may be certain 
that all kinds of diseases prevail here ; nay, it not 
unfrequently ImppcDS, that in many houses not one 
of the inmates is exempt from fever. The ground 
is here so soft, that the houses often eight 
inches in a few hours. The most salubrious parts 
of the city arc the Chowringhee, the Esplanade, 
and Tank Square. 

The hot or dry season begins in the middle of 
March, and continues till the middle of June, when 
the wind blows very regularly from the south or 
south-west ; the thermometer then rises in the shade, 
to 95“ Fahr., and in the open air to 100*, or 
110“ F. The inhabitants sufler from a constant 
state of perspiration during this time} and the Eu- 
ropeans cannot sleep by night unless the punca, 
or fan, which is suspended over their beds, is kept 
in constant motion. During my three weeks’ stay 
here, wc had very regularly, in the morning before 
sunrise, 78* Fahr. in the shade, at noon 954*, and 
in the ev'cning, at sunset, 90% Fahr. Various ex- 
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pcrimeiits of sinking the thermometer in the cnrthj 
at difTercnt times of the day, gave a temperature of 
77" and 78", at the depth of eighteen inches. 

- The finest season of the year, and the most fa- 
vourable to the European constitution, is from tlic 
1st, of November t(i the 15th of Eebruary, Tvhen 
the sky is always clear, and cool refreshing winds 
prevail. The mercury then falls to 45" in the 
morning, and seldom rises above 75". The sun- 
beams, however, arc so powerful, that it is danger- 
ous to be exposed to them at noon. 

Though Calcutta has four large hotels, of which 
Spencer’s hotel is the most distinguished, where 
a stranger is very well accommodated for 250 ru- 
pees per month, Mr. Maddock had very kindly 
invited mo to take up my residence at his beautiful 
villa at Allipoor, where Warren Hostings matured 
his great plans, Mr, Maddock’s charming scat 
was, however, not yet furnished ; and I had, in con- 
sequence, the privilege of being received as an 
honorary member of the Bengal Club, where my 
friend had already prepared a lodging for me, and 
where foreign members have the privilege of a free 
residence. 

The Bengal Club, wliicU is in the very centre of 
the city of palaces, possesses the largest and hand- 
somest buildings on the Esplanade, and overlooks 
the most splendid parts of the city, and the port 
of the Hooghly, with its numerous ships. It con- 
t.ains reading rooms, a library, and dining rooms, 
all of which arc fitted up in the most convenient 
and elegant manner. • From one of the windows of 
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my apartment I see our Mussulman serrants as- 
semble for prayer ereiy morning and evening : 
they all kneel on a retired grass plat ; and Jlr. Mad- 
dock’s Hoockaburdar, a handsome man Tvith a silver- 
grey beard, always takes the lead. Though tlic only 
business of this roan is to bring the hookah to his 
master three or four times a day, he one morning, 
to our great astonishment, requested to have an 
assistant, and seemed rather surprised wlicn his 
master paid no attention whatever to his request. • 

The Mahometans regulate the times of the d.ay 
according to their reli^ous duties. As soon ns the 
sun sets, the night, whether it be long or short, is 
divided into twelve hours, and the time from sun- 
rise to sunset likewise into twelve hours, whence 
it follows that, in the winter months, there is of 
course a great inequality. At the equinoxes alone 
their reckoning agrees %rith ours ; yet the Jla- 
Iiomctan’s twelve o’clock is always one o’clock -srith 
us. Among the Hindoos, the day and night arc 
divided equally into four parts. Tiicir day begins 
at sunrise and ends at €unsct: each of these 
times is divided into Ghurccs of twenty-four mi- 
nutes each, consequently the times of tlic day arc 
longer in summer than in trinter, and vice 
however, where the natives have Ijccoiiic connccteil 
with the English, they have adopted tlicir division 
of the day. 

Immediately after tny arriral, my friend intro- 
duced me to the principal families, which gave me 
an opportunity of seeing the splendid houses niul 
costly furniture of the resident Britibh. The fun.- 
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court, or garden, is surrounded by a ‘wall : the 
dining room and dra^ving rooms are on the ground 
floor : the middle stoty surrounded by a veranda, 
supported by pUlars, contains ‘the sitting rooms of 
the fanuiy, and the upper stories the bed chambers. 
Bath rooms arc universally introduced j and all 
the apartments are supplied witli a punca to cool 
the air at ■will. 

1 had the pleasure of calling upon Dwarkanath 
Tagore, ■whom I had met in London at the Draw- 
ing Room, -when this intelligent Hindoo, with rc- 
markahle gracefulness and dignity, for the first 
time paid his homage to his Queen. IVliile I had 
been inspecting the Indian world, he, with acute 
penetration, had examined the manners of Europe, 
and he considered the time which he had spent 
there as the brightest period of his life. Though 
differences have arisen between him and his family 
on that account, he seriously thinks of returning 
to Europe, and of having his second son educated 
in England, to Ram Mohun Roy, Dwarka- 

natb Tagore is one of the most distinguished men 
of his nation •, he, too, contends against their errors 
and corruptions; but he wants the energy of mind 
and the moral cours^e of his illustrious and la- 
mented countryman. Judging by his intelligence 
and sentiments, he appears to me to be more of a 
Christian than of a Hindoo, although he has not 
renounced his faith, and still observes some of its 
usages. His wife lives in strict seclusion, . and 
his eldest son docs not participate in the religious 
views of his father. It is exceedingly interesting 
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to observe this remarkable man in tbe course of 
conversation, ■wben lie passes his small, delicate 
band over his beard, and his hue large eyes look in- 
telligently around, 'and reveal the quick succession 
of thoughts that arise in his mind. Dwarkanath 
Tagore, Tvho, by Iris ability and enterprising spirit, 
has become one of the •wealthiest merchants' in 
Iridia, is also one of the most hospitable men in that 
hospitable country : he had the goodness to invite 
me to a f6te at hia villa. 

In the evening we took a ride along the Strand, 
where the fashionable world of Calcutta, both 
Europeans and Indians, go to enjoy the cool of the 
evening, as tliey do in London in Hyde Park. Hero, 
however, the handsome equipages, and the ladies 
and gentlemen on.hdrseback, arc surrounded by a 
crowd of servants, which imparts a foreign air to 
this scene, which otherwise reiniudcd us of our own 
country. 

Those, however, who wish to enjoy the beauties 
of nature, repair to Garden Reach at Allipoor. 
Both sides of the road tluthcr arc enlivened by 
a succession of magnificent country houses, sur- 
rounded by lovely flower gardens and snrall parks ; 
the verdant c.arpct of which is diwrsificd by groups 
of mangoes, tamarinds, figs, neems, and teak ; among 
which tourer the lofty bamboos, vrhose delicate 
foliage flutters with the shghtcst breath of air. The 
notes of the Indian nightingale (the bulbul or 
}Iaz.ardasitana, i. e. the bird with'a thousandsongs) 
resound from amid the refreshing shade, and hun- 
dreds of luminous insects hover about like lUtIc 
lamps or ignes fatui ; the air is filled witli the most 
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delicious perfumes, wliich arc diffused all around by 
the evening breezes. 

As I spent the forenoon in visiting the most re- 
markable buildings, I mil, in the first place, give 
. you some account of them. As a military man my 
attention was, of course, primarily engaged by Fort 
William. It is built in the form of an octagon, and 
is fortified Recording to "Vnuban’s system; three of 
the fronts, howeverj which arc turned towards the 
Hooghly to command the river, deviate from the 
regular form. The five regular sides arc inland ; 
the bastions have all very salient orillons, behind 
wliich retire circular fian^ ; the moat is dry, and 
has a lunette in the middle, but it can he laid 
under water by means of two sluices. In front of 
every courtinc is a ravelin, the faces of which 
mount 20 pieces of heavy artillery at once. The 
demi-bastions which terminate the five regular 
fronts on each side arc covered by a counter- 
guard, the faces o£ which arc likewise defended by 
2G guns. 

This citadel was begun by Lord Clive after the 
battle of Plassey, and cost, on the whole, two millions 
sterling ; hut it is on so great a scale, that a gar- 
rison of 15,000 men is required for its defence. In 
the interior of the citadel are the bomb-proof bar- , 
racks, the arsenal, and the magazines. The gar- 
rison consists of two European regiments, one of 
sepoys, and a few companies of artillery ; because 
the principal station is at Barrackpoor, 13 miles 
distant, where there are 7000 men. The arsenal 
contains arms for 80,000 men. Close to it some 
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^vorks Jiavc been crcctotl, by inonns of ■^vbic!l 
the vliolc may Ixs laid under water in a very short 
time. This lias been done, because a few years 
ago u tire, wliicli was supposed to lm%'e been caused 
at the instigation of the Kujah of Ncpaul, burnt 
down one of the side Tiuildings, and threatened tlie 
whole arsenal with destruction. An artesian well 
uTis bo^n ; in boring which, the bones of dogs ircrc 
discovered at the dejUh of ISO feet : this project, 
however, has been abandoned. 

One of the most remarkable building in Calcutta 
is the Jlint. It was commenced in the year 1824, 
on. a plan, proposed by Major Torbes, and W'OS 
finished in six years. This Mint, which is un- 
doubtedly the largest in the world, is erected on 
the Strand, 2G.^ feet below the sxu'faco of the ground, 
and GO above it: it is built in the Doric style, 
and the centre portico is a copy of the temple of 
Slinerva at Athens. Tlie various machineiy' for 
coining and Stamping the money are set in motion 
by six steam engines. Nearly 3000. w'orkmen, 
cWefly natives, arc employed in this establishment. 
Two lacs can be coined daily in seven hours j and 
since the year 1831, 200 millions of rupees have 
been issued from this IVIint. ,As I have mentioned 
' the source from which the current coin is spre^ 
over India, I will add an account of the revenue 
and expenditure of this vast empire. 

The following are the results of a view by 
Colonel Sykes, of the Kevenue and Expenditure of 
India at the four decennial periods : 1809-1810, 
1819-1820, 1829-1830, 1839-1840; — 
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* Tlvo piilace of the Govcmoc-Gcreral lies on tlic 
nortli side of tlie Esplanade, facing tlie city. It is* 
throe stories high, and has four ^ngs, one at each 
comer of the building, surrounded hy a colonnade 
of lonic pillars, behind ^vhich arc the narrow ve- 
randas. On the *north side is a fine "flight of 
steps, under which carriages drive to the en- 
trance. Tliough the proportions are certainly not’ 
correct, this palace is a fine and magnificent 
building. Captain Wyatt the architect, who 
ercctedAt at the expense of 130,000?. sterling, has 
combined perfect convenience, witb great taste and 
elegance, in the interior arrangements. The lower 
story contaios the council chamber and other public 
rooms. In tlie centre of the first floor is a largo 
marble hall surrounded by piDars, and tbreo 
splendid apartuients, which are used for state 
dinners ; and, above them, in the third story, is the 
ball room. All the apartments are furnished with 
divans, large iturrors, and handsome chandeliers. 
Tlie four wings which arc connected with the main 
building by covered galleries contain the private 
apartments of the Governor-General and his at- 
tendants. 

Tile cohunn which was erected in honour of 
General Ochterlony is near tills palace: it rises to 
the height of 1G3 feet: the basis is in the Egyptian 
stj’le, and the upper part is in imitation of a pillar 
in Syria. A Avinding staircase deads to the top, 
which commands an extensive view over the city 
and the hanks of the Hooghly, as far as Barrackpoor 
and Fort Gloucester. The cathedral and the six 
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churches of Calcutta (throe of. whicli arc Komafl 
• Catholic) are by no means rornarkablc as specimens 
of arcWtecturCj and the theatre is even still less 
distinguished. 

After I had been present at several entertain- 
ments, and at a grand dinner g«’en by the Deputy- 
Governor in honour of my friend Mr. Jdaddock, at 
the palace of the Governor-General, I Tras invited 
by Dnrarkanath Tajorc to visit him in his fine 
villa, and I accordingly repaired on the 2Gth of 
March to this interesting Indian, who has adopted 
many of tlie manners and customs of Europe. 

The villa is situated about fire miles from 
Calcutta, In a small jwirk laid out ip tho English 
stylo, combined with the beauties of tropical scciici^'. 
Tins quiet solitary abode is surrounded by a lauu, 
the bright verdure of which is adorned wth a 
raosdc of flower beds, enlivcnwl and refreshed by a 
beautiful sheet of water, along the margin of which 
arc groups of mangoes, tamarinds, and bananas ; 
the whole is bounded by plantations of cocoa and 
fan jKibns. This scat is a fai'ouritc rc.«:ort of young 
married couples, who arc often invitoil by the hos- 
pitable owner to sjH*nd the honc^nnoon here. The 
villa is two stories high, and is fitted up entirely in 
the European style, and it is omamcntctl with many 
works of sculpture and painting. Among the latter 
I gre:itly admired an c.\'tremcly intca-s-ting lortmit 
of a l>cantifiil Indian lady reclining on a cuxliion. 
Dwarkanalh pointed out the jKjrtniit of this nc- 
<\wwp?«'lr<;v? beauty trkh « chg’rw of awl bo 

evidently appeared to hare been verj* much attached 
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to licT. Tlie WoUicrs aiid a i\cplicw of our liosfc 
joined us nt dinner, nt wliicli tlicrc was no lack of 
-the richest wines, and cvjcn roasted joints of the 
sacred animal. After dinner six bayaderes ap- 
peai*ed mth their musicians. Their dance as usual 
was not . so much to be admired ns their pretty 
delicate feet and hands, and fticir fine contour. At 
length, however, their movements became so 
offensive, that wo requested that the dance might 
be concluded. The notions of morality and de- 
corum entertained by the Indians, even when they 
have acquired that degree of refinement which our 
host undoubtedly possessed, arc still so different 
from ours, that they arc quite insensible to that 
. impropriety which so much shocked us. Two of 
the bayaderes, who were very pretty, sat do^vn by 
us after the dance was over : one of them, a girl of 
thirteen, the orphan daughter of Mahometan 
parents, told me that she liad been compelled by 
necessity to adopt this mode of life. 

As 1 was riding to the Btrand before sunrise, on 
my way to Dwarkanath, I witnessed a Hindoo 
festival, and saw numbers of men, women, and 
children, in neat white garments, hastening to 
the Ganges. It was one of those days when they 
, consider it as a particular-merit to wash away their 
sins in the waters of the sacred stream. Girls, soi- 
ling flowers, offered elegant garlands, -wreaths, and 
nosegays, for sale to the passers by ; and numerous 
beggars and cripples liad spread white handlccr- 
diiefs on the ground, and implored the pity of the 
charitable bybeg^ng and singing: almost every 
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body, even tlio poorest, threw them some money, 
com, or rice. The scene of the greatest animation 
'\vas about the river itsdf, wiiere numbers were as- 
sembled in picturesque groups, and men, women, 
and children, plunged into the stream. The women, 
several of whom came in handsome carriages, or in 
palanquins, were attended by their female servants ; 
they went into the river in their delicate garments, 
closely veiled, strewed some flowers on tKe surface, 
and then dipped into its healing waters : mothers 
poured the purifying element over their daughters 
and little children, * 

As soon as the ladles of distinction bnd completed 
this work of penance, they were closely surrounded 
by their female attendants, and very dexterously 
and modestly changed their wet garments for dry 
ones, and then, to avoid obsen’atlon, instantly 
stepped into their carriages and palanquins. Tct 
still an opportunity was afforded of casting a glance 
on the beautiful women of India ; and our admiration 
is not only called forth by the higher classes whose 
noble and lovely forms, and lighter complexion, 
strike the ej’e, but also by the unveiled females, 
who, when in the flower of their age, in their fif- 
teenth year, have very fine figures. In some places 
I saw several hundred inen sporting in the water, 
to the sound of the drum, the cymbal, or the violin ; 
while on the bank, near the bathing places, were 
various comical groups of barbers, who ivcre busily *• 
eng.ngcd in exercising their profession on tljc heads 
-ond beards nf their CDstomera. 

Tills festival reminded me of another very 
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poetical one, ’wliicli is celebrated chiefly by the 
Hindoo 'women and girls. On a certain day in the 
year, when the sun is near setting, the women, 
"vvith little boats, carved of wood, come from a 
great distance to the Ganges- Thousands of females, 
dressed in white, are then seen launching their 
little boats, each of which is supplied with a small 
lamp. Anxiously does every one watch her little 
boat, ■with its flicicering light dancing upon 
the buoyant waves; for the completion of some 
cherished wish depends upon this light; if it 
remains visible as long as the eye can follow it, the 
secret wish confided to the stream will be fulfilled ; 
but if it be extinguished before she loses sight of 
it, her fond hope ^vili be disappointed ; and though 
thousands of such little lamps are often tossed up 
and do-wn the river, yet every woman maintains 
that she can distinguish her own. The many 
white figures moving about, backwards and 
forwards in the evening twilight, and the numerous 
lamps floating on the broad surface of the river, ap- 
pear like the spirits and magic lights of fairy land. 

A 'Nvholc day was taken up in an excursion to 
Dum Dura, the AVoolwich of India. Accompanied 
by Captain Mackintosh one of my acquaintances, 
I drove first to the cannon foundery, situated at 
the extreme north end close to the river, where 
1 breakfasted ■^th Captain 'Wilson, the director. 
This cannon foundery is, in every respect, better 
cqptrivcd than that of ‘Woolwich: it contains a 
boring-room, in -wbicb twelve brass guns may be 
bored at the same time; for the goveiruncnt procures 
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the iron guns from Europe. During the time I iras 
there, six guns were cast ; and the arrangements ans 
such, that tliree times the number might have been 
manufactured. 

We reached Dura Bum about noon; and here 
t was indebted to the kindness of Captain Buckle 
for several instructive and interesting hours. AH 
the young officers arriving from Europe, as well as 
the recruits, arc practically trained in this depot 
of artilleiy, and then sent to their regiments; 
so mucli haste is, however, often made, tiwt the 
.officer must have completed his course of study 
in one year, and tlic priv'ate in seven months. 
The officers’ rooms are handsomely fitted up ; and 
besides the dining or mess-room, comprise a billiard- 
room, a select library, a model room, and a 
collection of remarkable arms. 

The Elephant jbattcrj'V which I hod nn oppor- 
tunity of seeing in operation, appeared to me 
to be very original and unique in its kind. ‘ T«*o 
elephants harnessed bdiind each other, or some- 
times only one in sh.afts, draw a nine-pounder with 
the greatest case. The movements arc executed 
with great rapidity and precision, which is not 
without difficulty, l>ocmisc the ^rollouts arc not 
the most judicious people in the world. It luas 
also cost much troubic to make the harness, &’c., 
Bufficiently solid; for the incredible bodily strcngtli 
with which the elephant throws himself Into the 
harness requires titat the materials should Ik; bojji 
strong ami clastic. Jt SGemi verj’ doulitM wheiher 
this elephant battery can be employed in battle, 
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because tbc elephant is very timid, liiid is execs- 
sivcly afraid of fire *, be is, however, a most service- 
able draught animal, for bringing up heavy guns, 
especially in'swampy soil. 

My friend made arrangements for me to pass 
two days in the enjoyment of a country life in 
India, at the summer villa of the Governor-General 
at Harraclcpoor and, at the same time, to combine, 
with this little excursion, a view of the schools at 
Ilooghly, which ]dr. Bayley, under whose imme- 
diate direction they are, had kindly promised to 
show me. Accompanied by that philanthropic 
young man, I accor^ngly drove one cool morning 
to Hooghly, which is twenty-six miles distant. 
One of the finest roads I have seen, lined with 
avenues of beautiful mangoes, tamarinds, banyans, 
ncein, and teak ‘trees, varying in their foliage, 
colour, and form, led us tlirough the paradisiacal 
valley, past many pretty country houses, some 
embosomed amid the umbrageous foliage, and 
others svirrounded by fittlc cocoa plantations. 
Beyond Barraclq)oor we eroded the Hooghly, then 
passed Tranquebar, which belongs to the Danes, and 
soon afterwards Chandcmngorc, where the French 
nation was vividly brought before us ; not only by 
the 100 sepoys in their French uniforms, but also 
by the countenances of many of the natives. 

As I intend, in a subsequent letter, to give you a 
. separate account of the schools, I shall now pass 
over what 1 saw and ' observed bore. After 
stopping four hours at Ilooghly I returned to 
Barrackpoor, where a room had already been pre- 
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pared for me in the house of the Governor-General, 
and a few hours afterwards Mr. Maddock arrived. 
Tills little villa, which is built in very good style 
and taste, lies close to the Hooghly, at 'the end of a 
large park. The lower story, appropriated to the 
servants, is surrounded by a vaulted colonnade; 
in the upper story are large handsome saloons for 
social entertainments, and the private apartments. 
At the four extreme corners are four bed-chambers 
and as many baths: on the north and south there 
are airy verandas- All the rooms arc fitted up 
with perfect convenience and princely magnificence. 

• Three neat bungalows, at*a short distance, are 
designed for the residence of the immediate atten- 
dants of the Govemor-Generah TIus villa is 
surrounded by a small flower-garden, which Joins 
the park, witli its verdant hums &nd floe groups of 
trees. At the extremity is a menagerie, which might 
be one of the finest in the world ; but the keeper 
veiy justly observed, “ One Governor-General takes 
an interest in it, and another none whatever." 

The view towards the Hooghly is really en- 
chanting ; the broad river ivith many country seats, 
gardens, pagodas, flights of steps, and palm groves, 
present an uninterrupted busy scene of boats and 
bathers ; and in the evening the banks are illumi- 
nated by innumerable lamps. On beholding this 
glorious scenery, I again felt the often-clicrished 
wish that I could send to my friends at home, ns if 
by magic, a picture of this dhvrsificd view of land 
and wafer, which quite over^jowers the feelings: 
but, alasJ the power of the -fairies is Jong since 
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1)rokcti ; and it is granted to only a few favoured 
mortals, Hke Prince Piicklcr, to follow nature into 
tier most secret recesses, and to give, to language 
that charm which _ Claude Lorraine gave to 
colours. 

I passed two days, which can never he forgotten, 
with my valued friend, in the silence and solitude 
of the country, amid this wondrously beautiful 
scenery. The evenings were spent in the family 
circle of Mr. Grant, who resides in a beautiful villa 
on the Hooghly, and, not-withstanding his advanced 
age, enjoys the best health, and the possession of 
his intellectual faculties in fuU vigour. 

MTe returaed to Calcutta in a handsome gondola, 
which a wealthy Parsce had sent for us. An ex- 
cursion on the Hooghly, especially at sunrise, is 
most delightful : the landscape, when seen from the 
■river, displays its greatest charms. Here we were 
greeted by the sight of beautiful country houses, 
peeping out beneath the shade of the most variously 
grouped trees or palm groves. Yillages, vrith their 
pagodas, are erected on the banks, and fine flights 
of steps descend into the river; and the -whole 
is most enchautingly reflected in the deep waters. 
On the ‘flight of steps there are generally six 
small pagodas stancUng near each other, three of 
which belong to one village, and three to another, 
which is indicated by their being painted of dif- 
ferent colours. B^^ond these temples a colonnade 
runs towards the river, under the shade of which the 
bathers are protected from the burning rays of the 
sun ; and here old and young are seen by hundreds 
VOL. n. o. 
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sporting in the sacred stream. But our poetical 
reverie is painfully disturbed by tbe disgusting sight 
of the dead bodies floating down the river ; a prac- 
tice equally repulsive- to the sight and to the smell.' 

As soori as vre had passed the cannon foundery, 
the river became more animated by numerous men 
of war, merchantmen, and steamers; and suddenly 
tJio forest of masts, -noth their sails, rigging, 
streamers, and flags, gave a totally different cha- 
racter to the prospect. The commerce of Calcutta 
is so considerable that of late ye.ars 650 large mer- 
chantmen have annually arrived in tlie port.* Wo 
Lad to wind our way through this floating town in 
order to reach the esplanade, where our carriage 
was in waiting, and speedily conveyed us home.' 

One afternoon wo made an excursion to the 
Botanic Garden, which is three miles distant. We 
drove along Garden Reach on the left bank of tlio 
Hooghly : both sides of the road are lined with the 
finest gardens and country houses, among which 
that of the chief judge, Sir Lawrence Peel, looks 
like a little fairy castle; opposite to it is the 
Botanic Garden, which extends to a great distance 
along the right bank of the river. It is undoubt- 
edly one of the richest and incfet beautiful gardens 

• Tlic navy of tlie PrwiJcncy consists of 8 war steamera, of 
722 horse power, two of which, each of 220 horse power, ore 
equippedt there are hestdes 4 Iron war steamers, each of lOO 
horse power : 4 iron steam tugsof 60 horse power, with os many 
iron passenger boats, nnd 18 pilot boats. In 18-13, 571 iner- 
chantmen, wliose toja! tonruge was 236,S6-I tons, cnjerc? the 
harbour of Calcutta. 
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in tlic world : besides a ■variety of T^nropcan flo'wers 
and shrubs, all the trees and plants of India, nay, I 
may say, of nil Asia, and southern Africa, arc cul- 
tivated here. It was commenced about 50 or GO 
years ago, by Lieutenant-Colonel Kyd^ and after 
his departure, Dr. Roxburgh and Dr. IVallich con- 
tinued to improve it ■witb equal zeal and judgment. 
The object contemplated is not only to bring to 
the highest perfection all the fruits and vege- 
tables of Europe and India, but also to raise tea 
and coffee, and medicinal plants, as well as tbc 
most useful kinds of trees, in order to supply the 
gardens of India and Europe. The number of 
species of culinaiy vegetables, fruits, and flowers, 
cultivated in the kitchen garden is 1200, or nearly 
a third of the whole number of species of plants 
raised in this garden : peculiar, attention is paid 
to the cultivation of medicinal plants. Many hun- 
dred mahogany, teak, and sissar trees have been 
distributed among private individuals. Sixteen 
thousand plants -were divided in one year, and 
4.2,000 tea plants, raised from Chinese seed, were 
sent to Assam, Kamaon, and Simore. This in- 
comparable garden, which concentrates the vege- 
tation of half the globe, is not only a source of 
unceasing dehgbt, but also of incalculable benefit 
to the inhabitants of Calcutta, who constantly re- 

recruit after the fatigues of the day, imd acquire 
fresh strength and vigour to resume their various 
occupations with renewed activity. * 



lOG DO>n:sTic i-tte in Calcutta^ ' 

Tlie TTiode of life in Calcutta is, like that of other 
cities of India, dependent ou the climate, and only 
differs from it by its greater luxury and splendour. 
Calcutta vies in hospitality with all the other places 
I have visited j and I have been privileged to expe- 
rience so many proofs of this, that the remembrance 
of it will be cherished throughout my whole life. 
With the first dawn of day both high and low are 
on the wing — the upper class to enjoy an excur* 
sion, and the lower to enter upon their day’s work; 
in the hot season, the early hours of the morning 
and the close of evening are the only times of the 
day when the European can venlnre into the open 
atr. At nine o'doch, after bathinff, the £jmUy join 
at breakfast; after which they disperse for their 
Bovernl avocations till two o’clock. The ladies arc 
engaged in domestic occupations, or in paying 
visits and making purchases, and the gontlcmon 
are employed in their oiBcial residences. At this 
hour the w’hole party again assemble and partake 
of a hot tiffin, after which each returns to liis 
business. Servants are every where employed to 
cool the air by means of the punca, or of n large 
fan; but in orfer that their mastere may not he 
molested by their presence, the .strings by which 
the pnnea is set in motion are p.assc(] over piiJIies, 
and conducted into the corridors, where the men 
keep the pimcas in constant motion. As soon as 
the sun is near setting every body seeks recreation 
on horseback, or in carriages along the beach, or 
in excursions to Garilcn Ilcaclt and Allipoor. Tlic 
natives also go out at this hour in their palanquins, 
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and \VQ frequently' saw them reading the English 
newspapers. During our ride, vre often, met 
wretched persons who have been attacked hy the 
cholera, and who would certainly have remained 
lying helpless on the road-side, had not some 
European taken pity upon them. 

At eight o’clock the family meets at dinner, 
which does not ^ve the hostess the smallest trouble, 
for the servants are so well trained, that it is only 
necessary to tell the butler and the kidmagar the 
number of guests that arc expected, and a most 
capital dinner will he served. The ice is brought in 
largo blocks from America, and is prescryed in an 
ice-house. In the cooler season theatricals, con- 
certs, and balls give a variety to the social enter- 
tainments. The rule that no dinner-party should 
fall short of the number of the Graces, nor exceed 
that of the Muses, is certtunly not adhered to in 
Calcutta: only on one occasion I joined so small a 
party at dinner, which was that of the Junior Club, 
in the Town-Hall. 

On the arrival of the news of the victory gained 
by Sir Charles Napier over the Ameers, at Hydra- 
bad, I concluded that a lengthened war would en- 
sue, and at once resolved to repair to the scene of 
action. I accordingly begged leave of the govern- 
ment to proceed tliither in the Nemesis or 3?luto, 
which were destined for the Indus ; and was in- 
debted to the kind intervention of Mr. ^laddock 
for a favourable reply to my request. These two 
vessels had conicrinto port a few weeks before from 
* • o 3 
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the Chinese expedition, and ^v•erc to put to sea on 
the 6th’ of April. 

1 shall ever look back upon my sojourn in India 
Tpith ■ feelings of sincere pleasure and gratitude ; 
for not only will the valuable and ample stores of 
acquired knowledge, fiirnish materials for agree- 
able and useful contemplation, to the latest term of 
my life, but the numerous proofs of kindness and 
friendship which I have enjoyed, will cast a bright 
halo over* every reminiscence; those hours espe- 
cially which I passed in the society of Jtr. JIaddock 
will never be effaced from my memory. This 
eminent statesman presented to me, at parting, a 
beautiful and valuable sabre, kindly <a^rcssing the 
wish that I would wear it in remembrance of 
my Indian friends ; and this I shall over do with 
feelings of the highest esteem and cordial attach* * 
ment. 

I took leave of him at midnight, on the 5th of 
April, and embarked on board the Pluto. This 
steamer is of 100 horse power, flat built, and 
draws scarcely four feet of wnter ; it was therefore 
resolved that wo should go through Manar Straits, 
over Adam’s Bridge. The captain was an experi- 
enced seaman ; and we bad on board General Walker 
and his family, on liis'w'ay to his new garrison at 
Tkladras, three other olficers, and a surgeon. Our 
sailors were mostly Lascars, who had been collected 
from all parts of the world r — there were ^lussul- 
mans, Portuguese, Arabs, and Chinese, for the 
,na.nt- .kuy> aavlRhS yicqnlr.- Xlu* JUiUo aUn 
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Lad charge of a million of rupees, •wliicli ■were to he 
ddivered at Bombay. 

"We Tveighed anchor at seven o’cloclc in the 
morning, on the sixth of April, in foggy 'weather, 
and proceeded donm the Hooghly, amid the cheers 
of the crews. Towards nine o’cloch wc had a ‘beau- 
tiful deep-blue slcy, and the rays of the sun darted 
■with increased power. We were carried for^vard so 
rapidly by the ebbing tide, the steam, and the sails, 
that wo cast anchor at Kedgeree, at six o’clock : 
here we had to wait for the Nemesis, as we were to 
put to sea together, and the captain had appointed 
this as the^place of rendezvous. That vessel, how- 
ever, did not come in sight till nine o'cIock*the fol- 
lo'wing raorping, when we immediately set our engine 
to work, and, accompanied by the N emesis, passed the 
first light. As we approached the sea, the wind 
became more violent, and the water more agitated, 
so that the Nemesis, whose engine* had suffered 
some damage in China, could not keep up with us. 
On reaching the Pilot boat, at midnight, where we 
parted with our pilot, wc could still sec the lantern 
of our consort, but in the coui’se of an hour wc 
wholly lost sight of her. 

On the eighth of April, the barometer fell con- 
siderably, and there was every indication of an 
approaching storm. The violence of the wind 
increased to sueh a degree, that our little vessel 
was continually covered with the waves, and tossed 
about in all directions. The motion was so irre- 
gular, that, for the first time in my life, I became 
o 4 
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gca*slck — hn evil B*hich most of tlic sailors sbarctl 
will me. 

On Sunday the ninth, the weather became quite 
stormy — not a speck of blue was to be seen in tlie 
sky: we were enveloped in 'a gtey veil, through 
whicli the sun, shorn of its beams, shed a melan- 
choly gleam, and, from time to time, was com- 
pletely obscured by dense black clouds. Tliough 
our engine was worked to tbc utmost of its power, 
we advanced scarcely two knots an hour : the 
waves had already tom off the planks of the .paddle^ 
wheels; and our stock of coals was so reduced, that 
even, under the most favourable auspices, we could 
not reach tbc nearest harbour, that of Coringa, 
which was 300 miles distant. 

The captain having determined the position of his 
ship at noon, and having duly weighed the circum* 
stances, found that it was impossible to gain that 
port, and ho therefore considered it his duty to 
return to Cidcutta — a resolution which he took very 
reluctantly, hut which nccesaly compelled him to 
adopt/ The wind tos now in our favour, and we 
were able to spread our sails, and were carried 
along with such rapidity by the constantly in- 
creasing storm, that we accomplished in the space 
of fourteen hours the distance which we had been 
three days in making ; for we descried the light of 
the Pilot boat at midnight, and came up with it 
at three o’clock in the morning ; hut we had to 
cruize about the boat nearly three hours before 
we could take a pilot on board. "U'e entered tlie 
Hooghly at one o’clock in the afternoon, and at six 
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anchored off Sultanpoor. The telegraph Imtl 
already transmitted information of our return to 
Calcutta. 

On the eleventh of April, at ten ia the morning, 
we reached the Esplanade, and I hastened to look 
for my friend. Some' anxiety had heen felt about 
us, because there was a stormy wind at Calcutta, 
and still greater fears were entertained for the 
.Nemesis, which, according to the statement of the 
pilot, had steered towards the coafet, because it was 
no longer able to keep out at sea. 

Jtlr. Maddock Immediately informed me that news 
had just been received of a second brilliant victory, 
obtained by Sir Charles Napier in Sinde, in conse- 
quence of which, that brave General considered tic 
affairs in that country as finally settled. This in- 
duced me to resolve to return to Europe, in the 
Hindostan steamer, which was to put to sea in a fe\Y 
days. If, however, on iny arrival in Egypt, I find 
permission to make a longer stay in India, I shall 
return to Bombay, and from thence undertake my 
cherished plan of a journey to Cashmere and the 
Himalaya' mountains. 

Aden, 8tli May. 

I 'arrived safely at this desolate harbour two days 
since, and am now at a bungalow, at the extreme 
north-west end of the Peninsula, built on a high 
rocky point. The' little, closely built town, lies at 
ray feet, inabollow, enclosedby bare, jagged masses 
of rock, surrounded by the barracks and bungalows 
of the troops stationed here. In the far distant 
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j^abja a few trees, wliiiJi looi liie little specks, in- 
dicate that there is still some- vegetation, and to the 
west and south I enjoy the suhh'me prospect of the 
boundless ocean. 

I passed three happy days at Calcutta, in ray 
friend’s villa at Aiipoor, revdling in the enjoyment 
of the luxuriant scenery. The Hindoos celebrated 
three of their greatest holydays, the- last of which, 
on the 13th of April, concluded with a fete, some-, 
thing resembling our Christmas fair in Germany. 
As we rode along the Esphinade in the evening, 
throngs of men, women, and children, were crowding 
round the sellers of sweatmeats, fans, paper lanterns, 
and children's toys of every description.. All the 
people were dressed in clean white garments, and 
many of the women and girls, who walked about 
unveiled, or had carelessly flung their veils back, 
were distinguished by fine figures and handsome 
countenances, lighted up by the most brilliant eyes. 

Tlie last evening was spent, till midnight, in the 
company of friends, ^rhen I again took leave of 
Mr. Maddock, who is so justly endeared to my l>cst 
affections, and proceeded, by bright moonlight, to tlie 
place of emharkation, at the end of Gartlen Reach. 

In spite of all forcbo<Iing>«, tite llindo.stan was to 
weigh anchor on Good Friday, the 14th ofApril; but 
in consequenceof (he necessary repair of thcinnchi- 
TiQTy, the departure was defcrrotl to the following 
day, and even then, the Ilooghly, which Iins proved 
fatal to so many ntsscLs nearly defeated our plan; 
for our large .steamer x>*ns tom from its anchor by 
the force of the current, on the x-erj' i>oinl of being 
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(laslicd against one of the hanks, and then carried a 
mile dowTi the river. - 

With the first voyage of the’Hindostan, a new 
communication was opened between India and 
Europe, direct from Calcutta to Suez. Wliat had 
been deemed by most persons, only twenty years be- 
fore, as a mere visionary scheme, was now realised. 
The Oriental Steam ‘Navigation Company, supported 
by the East India Company, undertook this great 
enterprise, mth two stcam*boats, the Hindostan and 
Bentinck of 550 horse power. The Hindostan is 
commanded by Captain Moresby, who has gained an - 
imperishable name in the navy by his admirable 
surveys of the Red Sea, and of the Maldivc Islands. 

It is 250 feet long and 42 broad, and draws 
nearly three fathoms of water, and cost 110,000?. 
in building. Though it is not exactly adapted to the 
hot climate, the cabins being rather too small, it is 
however extremely convenient, and furnished in a 
very handsome manner. In the large saloon, which 
alone cost 5000Z. sterling, there is every accommo- 
dation, and a well-chosen library. There are even 
baths in the vessel. 

The upper deck in its whole length alFoixls 
ample space for the passengers to take exercise. 
The engine consists of two separate works, with 
two chimnies, and contains four boilers, and besides 
the usual life-boats, the roofs over the paddles 
form two large boats; in eachof which thirty persons 
may be easily accommodated. 

Ovir company, consisting of above 100 passen- 
gers, %vas extremely xnisccUaneous, civil and mili- 
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tary* officers with their wives and children, cap- 
• tains of ships, merchants, and Indian adventurers. 
Most of my English comrades, among whom I 
wll mention only Colonels Shelton and IVyld, and 
Captains Trower and Houghton, were going to 
recruit their strength in their native country, after 
the exertions of the war. The latter, one of the 
bravest officers in the army, had lost an arm, and 
was the only survivor of a regiment that had 
perished in the disaster at Cabool. 

Among the passengers was a relation of the 
Begum Somroo, who is known all over Indio, and 
of whom I Avtll say a few >vord3. Whem the 
Slaharattas threatened the empire of the Great 
Mogul, a Silesian, named Sommer, whom the most 
romantic adventures had brought to India, found 
means to rise to the dignity of one of the first 
chiefs, and was placed by Njy.aff Khan, the prin- 
cipal counsellor of Cassim Ali Khan, King of Delhi, 
as tributary governor in the province of Sirhind, 
in the centre of tlie Doab, eighty miles north-east _ 
of Delhi. Sommer had his own .troops and twenty 
pieces of cannon, at the head of which were some 
Europeans, among whom were Levasso, an Italian, 
and Levois, a Belgian. Whenever this fortunate 
adventurer was not engaged in war, he sought 
recreation and amusemept in the pleasures of the 
people, in dancing and music. 

Soon after the death of his wife, some bayaderes 
requested the favour to be allowed to dance before 
him: among them was a Mussulman girl thirteen 
years of age, of singular grace and beauty, who 
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miiclc such an impression upon Sommer, that he 
made her a proposal to remain ^nth him. This 
“bayadere, afterwards the Begum Somroo, declared 
herself ready to remain -vritli him if he u’ould take 
her for liis wife, and promised that her attachment 
to him would induce her to embrace the Roman 
Catholic religion. The itinerant bayadere was 
artful enough to pcrcclvc.that Sommer was despe- 
rately in love with her ; and as she saw there was 
some hesitation on his part, she pretended that she 
was going away, upon which Sommer was induced 
to marry her. The Begum was in the bloom of 
youth, aud succeeded so completely in centering 
the affections of her husband, that in his hours of 
solitude he was often overwhelmed with tlie Idea 
that he ‘might survive her. But the ambitious 
Begum soon grew tired of her fond husband, though 
she endeavoured to confirm him in his belief that 
her heart was animated with a similar ntfection. 
In one of these happy moments, the Begum con- 
ceived the idea of having two rings made, each 
filled ■Nvith poison, and gave one of them to her 
husband, with the mutual promise, that, if they 
shoxild ever be separated, and one should hear of 
the death of the other, the survivor should take the 
poison which was concealed in the ring. 

Sommer was soon after seized with a severe 
illness, which confined him to his bed. "WTiile in 
this state he received intelligence of a rebellion in 
the province 5 and as delay would be dangerous, 
the Begum, mounted on an elephant, put herself at 
^ the head of the troops, and at parting reminded 
her husband of their reciprocal promise. 
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A few days ftfler her departure n battle ensued, 
during winch the Ijcguinaont ti confidential person . 
to Sirlund with the iicavs that she was killed. 
Sommer had Rcarcely rcccivctl the melancholy 
intelligence, when he opened his ring, took the 
ixjison, and died, in 1770- * The relwllion was 
soon suppressed j the troops did homage to 4he 
Begum, who obtained the Pergunnah from XnjafF 
Khan, on condition of keeping ‘three battalions 
under arms, for the security of the district. 

.Soon after the dcsith of Sommer, the Begum 
married Levasso, the General of her troops. 
Having no children by her Jiusband, tljis infatuoted 
\romnn was soiled irit?i jeahusy hoi-dcring on 
frenzy, which she carried to such a degree, that 
Levasso, having on one occasion manifested an 
interest for a young person among her attendants, 
she caused her to be walled up in n place under 
her own apartment, and inhumanly rejoiced in 
listening to her moans, lamentations, and. mortal 
anguish. 

Levasso possessed, neither the prudence, talent, 
or knowledge of mankind, so eminent in his pre- 
decessor: vain and revengeful, ho attempted to 
make use of Ms position to ruin General George 
Tliomas, who was in the sendee of tho I^faharattas, 
and who had on se\'eral former occasions made him 
feel his superiority. The General enjoyed a great 
reputation as a commander: his enterprises had 
always been successful, and brought his men large 

* m.j tluii S'KsuQfts Aiftd v. ftatvital 

death. 
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booties. Levasso unexpectedly advanced against 
bixn, and he instantly collected a body of men, • 
inferior, indeed, in number, but far superior in 
militaiy sldll. 

Levois counselled Levasso to come to terms 
■svitb the General ; but Levasso, vAxo bad been long 
jealous of tbc devotion and -altficbmcnt of tlie 
soldiers to Levois, considered tbis ad^’icc as 
treacbery, and degraded bis brave ofSccr. The 
enraged troops bastUy summoned Zaffer Yab Klian, 
a son of Sommer, by bis first nife, from Delhi, and 
placed him on the throne of Sirhind. 

Forsaben by her troops and dependents, and 
cTestitutc of cverj' means of succour, the Begum 
saw, when it was too late, the impnidencc of her 
husband in marching against tbc General, and she 
at once resolved to get rid of a man who had no 
power to protect her, and of whom she had long 
since become weary. She therefore told him that 
she considered tbeir case desperate, and that she 
expected from him that be would die ^yith honour, 
rather than ignominloasly fall into the hands of 
his cnermes. 

They accordingly fled from Sirhind, accompanied 
by their most faithful attendants : the Begum was 
in a palanquin, followed by her husband, who was 
mounted on horsebact; but they had proceeded 
only n few imles when they were overtaben by the 
soldiery of Zaffer Yab, and carried prisoners towards 
Siriiind?* On the road thither, the Begum desired 
one of the attendants to give her a dagger: she 
bared her breast, and punctured it, so that the 
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blood llowcd, niul then /hinted uivoy. Her Iiusband, 
roused by ’llio erj’ of distress Avbicli arose among 
Iicr attendants, uuxtously inquired tlie cause, and 
being told that tlic Begum bad killed- licrsclf, be 
drew a pistol from bis girdle and shot himself. 

TIjc Begutn remained « prisoner at Sirbind, but 
stie eventually succeeded in persuading General 
Tliomns to take up her cause : be approacbc<l 
Sirbind, c/Toctod lior restoration, and ftirricd Z.afler 
Yab prisoner to Delhi. , 

From fills pcrio<I, the Begum governed with 
unlimited power, nml with singular prudence and 
wisdom, (ill she nttainctl her seventy-fourth year. 
Slio resided in n very large palace at SirJdntJ, 
which was fitted up partly in the Oriental, and 
partly in the European style. She was perfect 
•mistress of the Bersian and llindostanco languages; 
and, during certain Iiours of cvcr>’ day, she seated 
licrsclf behind a curtain, and transacted the atFnirs 
of the government with her officers. She never 
appeared unveiled, even at the public durbars. 

To Europeans, however, her conduct was the very 
reverse : she was extremely fond of ^ving them 
splendid entertainments, where none but female 
domestics were in attendance, and she then always 
appeared without a veil, and yras dressed in the 
richest Oriental style, covered ivith gold and jewels. 
Slie was a very small jfigure, and rather stout, but 
light and active : the expression of her countenance 
was harsh and severe; but even in old‘?ige her 
beautiful black eye sparkled with all the brilliancy 
of youth. She appears to have had some com- 
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piinctions of conscience in tlic letter pert of licr 
life, and endeavoured to find consolation from her 
father confessor; at her death, she left a part of 
]»er -u’ealth to the Romish church. 

The Begum frequently complained of her keen 
sense of loneliness and isolation, which she soiigl^t 
to alleviate hy adopting the two children of’ a 
Gorawallii (groom). The hoy was sent to England 
as a wealthy heir, under the name of Deysommer, 
where he afterwards married the dauglitcr of a 
nohlemanj and the girl was married to Major 
Regalini, who was in the service of the Begum. 
A SOD, who was the offspring of this maTrioge, and 
had been invited by his childless uncle Deysommer 
to visit him in England, was our fellow-passenger 
on hoard the Hindostan.* 

Although the Hooghly is navigable at all times 
of the year, even for the largest vessels, it is how- 
ever considered to ho one of the most dangerous 
rivers in the world, on account of its varying 
descent, its shifting bed, and its rapid currents. 
The vast mass of water soon spreads from one, to 
a couple of miles in breadth, and, half way between 
Calcutta and the sea, attains such a undth, that 

• He was n bandsomc, animated, and gentle j'OUtU of sixteen, 
and was exceedingly fond of exluUUing himself in tlie most 
splendid dress of the Orientals. "WHien he arrived in London, 
at the residence of his ancle, he found that his unhappy relative 
had at that very moment been declared a lunatic, and was con- 
fined in some asylum. ,Thc poor, lonely youth was immediately 
sent bads, to Liverpool, where ft *hlp was on the point of sailing 
for Calcutta : the unhappy lad was put on board of her, and at 
onco taken back to India. 

VOL. II. V 
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the palra-datl shores look like dark lines and the 
numerous ships and vessels n-hicli traverse it 
appear only like black spots.* The banks and 
islands are covered with towns and villages, 
surrounded by palms, plantations of rice, sugar, 
mulberry, pine-apple, fine orchards and fields of 
vegetables. 

TTe commenced our voyage on the 15th, at ten 
in the morning,' but wc were able to use only bilf 
our power, and came to anchor when we had made 
forty knots. On the ICth, wc set out 'vrith the 
tide; hut notwithstanding the utmost care, and 
every precaution, on the part of the pilot, we were 
within ah acc of being dashed against the bank, 
by the incredible force of the bore; and, had not 
the pilot, •\rith the rapidity of lightning, seized the 
helm, "we should certainly not have escaped this 
catastrophe, cast anchor in the afternoon in 
Diamond harbour. 

It would certainly have been better, if the 
Hindostan had taken her departure from this 
point, and the passengers’ baggage and coals had 
been sent thither from Calcutta, in small steamers. 
On the 17th, 'wc again weighed anchor, and 
proceeded on our voyage, with a small quantitj* of 
steam ; but, after soiling only sis hours, the pilot 
was obliged to cast anchor near Kedgeree. At 
last, on the 18th, when •we had made scarcely an 
hundred knots in three days, we neared the bay of 
Bengal. Favoured hy the finest weather, and a 
tolerably calm sea, we p"ut our pilot on board .the 
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Pilot boat, ancl full of liopc, steered to our next 
goal — live Imrbov^r of ^»Iadra8. 

The passengers were all in the highest spirits — 
.for we were hastening to our native land, where 
we each hoped to meet beloved friends and relations, 
and were already enjoying a foretaste of tbc bappy 
bours wbicb avg should spend in converse on the 
past. AVe were h very sociable party : music and 
singing kept us together on deck till a late hour of 
the night} and in the daytime, the hours were 
whiled away in endeavoxiring to descry distant 
vessels, or in walehing the movements of the 
hapless flying fish. 

The fine weather still befriended us on tlie 19th j 
but tbc ATind and the current Avere so much against 
‘ us, that Ave could not make more than eight knots 
an hour. On the following day, tbc cuxTcnt was so 
very contrary, and at the same time turnedloAvards 
the west, that^nstcad of advancing 228 knots, we 
bad made only 192 in the last twenty-four hours. 

On Priday the 2lst, the captain expected to be 
able to sec the light-house of Jladras at about eleven 
o’clock at night. Tlierc was a complete calm : 
the sea Avas perfectly quiet; and it was one of those 
glorious tropical nights when the firmament is 
studded Avltli countless myriads of shining orbs. 
Charmed by this great splendour, and enjoying the 
cool evening air, most of the passengers, including 
some of tbc ladies, Avere assembled on deck, and 
every eye was directed to the point where the 
light Avas expected to appear. The captain had 
stationed a sailor at the mast-head, and scarcely 
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had he called out that he clearly perceived a gleam 
from the light-house, when this welcome intelligence 
was rc-echoed by us all. We accordingly steered 
towards it : when a fearful shrill voice suddenly 
exclaimed, “ Captain, there are breakers ! ” and at 
the same moment, the vessel turned in a contraiy 
direction, and the engine was .stopped. Captain 
Moresby himself had providentially discovered the 
dangerous mistake, turned the ship with his own 
hand, and ordered the en^neers to stop the engine. 
The lead was immediately let down, and it appeared 
that we had only five fathoms water. We found, 
contrary to our expectation, that the current bad 
carried us twenty-seven miles to the west in the 
midst of the dangerous Pulicat reef, where two 
vessels returning from China had perished only a 
few weeks before. 

Some naval officers among the passengers advised 
the captain to cast anchor and wait till break of 
day; but Captain Moresby, in a calm, decisive 
manner,, declared that he perfectly knew iiis po- 
sition, and would bring bis ship safely to Jladras. 
With the lowest power of our engine, and con- 
tinually sounding on botb sides, we began to move 
slowly onward. The coast was scarcely a mile 
distant on the right hand: we continued our 
voyage not without anxiety, having sometimes G, 
then again 12, or 7 fathoids, till at length ire had 
18, and eventnally40f«thoms watci*,' a sure sign 
that we had happily wound our way out of this 
fatal labjTinth. 

Towards four o’clock vre got .right of the light- 
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house : at the first davm of day we entered the road* 
stead of ^ladras; and before six o’clock we cast 
anchor, at a distance of about 400 paces from the 
shore. 

^ladras, which is situated 13® 4' 11" X. lat., and 
80® 22' E. Ion", from Grcenwch, was built in the 
first half of the seventeenth century, on a flat, allu- 
vial spot on the sea-coast, in the vicinity of the an- 
cient ^landaraja. Although the to^vn contains 
above 250,000 inhabitants, (the town and. district, 
30 square miles in extent, contain 402,051 souls,) 
it possesses nothing of the grandeur and royal 
splendour of Calcutta. It looks more like a row of 
handsome country houses than a great city : only 
the faQude towards the bay, where tlic citadel lies, 
the palace-lihc edifices of the supreme courts of 
justice, the custom-house, and the warehouses, have 
any thing approaching to this character. 

The citadel, or Fort St. George, was built in the 
year 1G89 : the sea was above a mile distant from 
it only six years ago, but now the bulwarks arc 
almost washed by the waves. It is admirably 
situated for the defence of the harbour, and maybe 
easily defended by -5000 men. It contains a 
church, the barracks, and an arsenal, with arms for 
50,000 men ; a marble statue of Lord Comw’allis 
is erected in the court-yard. 

"Workmen were at tliis time employed in con- 
stTweting a raised ean^seway along the strand to 
check 'the inroads of the sea; a new lighthouse, 
also, has been built opposite to the middle of the 

F 3 
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roadstead. Tlie streets of the town, in irhich the 
Europeans and principal natives reside, are broad, 
and planted •with avenues of trees ; but the houses 
are not more tlian two stories high, and conse- 
quently they have not a free current of air during 
the prevalence of the hot burning -winds, against 
■which the inhabitants can only protect themselves 
by screens kept constantly wet 

The mean temperature, notwithstanding the 
vicinity of the eea, is said to exceed even that under 
the equator, and to be 81® 69‘Fahr. 

The greater part of Madras is occupied by what 
is called the Black Town, which is separated from 
the Fort, towards tlie north, by the Esplanade. It 
is 'rory closely and irregnlarly built, and consists of 
brick bouses and bamboo huts. From this town a 
navigable canal runs northw'avds along tlie coast, 
byway of Enore to PuUcat, for the purpose of con* 
veying coals and provisions to the capital. 

Though Madras lias only a roadstead, and no safe 
harbour, the commerce in Asiatic and European 
goods is very considerable, and it is the principal 
scat of the trade in pearls and jewels in the East. 

■ The natives of Madras arc far inferior' in their 
external ajipcarance to the Bengalese ; they arc, in- 
deetl, more muscular, but they arc shorter, il.arker, 
and of a less noble countenance, and arc verj’ subject 
to elephantiasis. There is about an equal number of 
Mahometans and Hindoos; many native Christians, 
and a community of Armenians. The female ser- 
vants, with very few exceptions, are de.sccndantBof 
the Porfugueso. It is vciy remarkable that the 
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hookah, ‘which is so generally used in India, is 
rarely seen here. 

The rope-dancere, serpent-tamers, and sword- 
SAvallo'wcrs of Jladras are celebrated throughout 
India ; they nail leap over elephants and even five 
camels standing side by side; their bodies arc so 
pliant, that they twine themselves like snakes up and 
do'wn between the steps of a ladder; they walkover 
sharp swords ; raise heavy burdens with their eye- 
lids, and, like Ramo Saroy of old, are said to be able 
to float in the air without any visible support. 
Even the children, exercise themselves in swallowing 
small sticks of bamboo, in order that they may 
eventually do the like with swords and daggers. 

We had scarcely cast anchor when we were sur- 
rounded by Massula and Catamaran boats : the 
former are largo, light, deep boats, the planks of 
which are fastened witli clastic coir (the fibres of 
the cocoa-nut husk) instead of nails ; and it is only 
by the help of these boats that it is possible to pass 
through the heavy breakers. But from October to 
the end of December the breakera are at times so 
• violent, that the ilassula boats cannot approach, 
and a landing can only be effected ^vith the Cata- 
maran. 

To remedy the great danger which at present at- 
tends landing, an Englishman has proposed to the 
gwerament to build a pier, consisting of jointed 
pieces, and extending into the sea \ihe a mole ; but 
his proposition has not yet been acceded to. The 
Catamarans are small rafts of elastic wood, on which 
the men arc bound, or sit cross-legged ; they con- 
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vey letters nnd papers in their conical, Tvaterproof 
caps. Bold and skilful as these sailors are, and 
excellent' swimmers into the bargain, they must be 
constantly on their guard against the numerous 
sharks, that they may be able quickly to reach their 
float, when the waves have swept them off from it. 

Our time in Sladras was exceedingly limited, for 
we were to stop only so long as was necessary to take 
in coals, and were to put to sea again in the night ; 
some of my companions and J, therefore, took the 
first Mossula boat that came up, and were rowed to 
land amid the shouts and songs of the boatmen. 
The nearer we approached the shore, the heavier 
the breakers became, and t)ie to^Yc^mg u*a>'cs 
frequently threatened to engulf us j hut, with ex- 
traordinary skill, and the exertion of all their 
strengtli, the naked lioatmcn watched (he moment 
when t)io foaming wave ncnrc<l ns, and we }m2)pijy 
reached land without a dipjiinp. 

I immcdi.atc-ly hired a palanquin, and desired the 
bearers to carry me to the house of Jlr. Jl'CIean, to 
whom I Iiad been intnxliiccil by letters from Cal- 
cutta, and who holds one of the highest civil 
ofiices here. His villa is in the Mount Hoad, the 
hniulsoinest and longest street in ^fadras, for it is 
eight miles in Icngtlj, studcletl with coijnti^'-ht>u«es 
and gardens, and runs from the Tort to St. ThoumH 
and the cantonments of the artillery, 

I saw the equestrian statue of Sir Thomas 3ronro, 
formerly Govcnior of Mrtfltas, whirh was i-rwiM 
on the Ksplnnnde in honour of this eminent man, 
by the voluntarj* conlrilmtion* of the prc-jdency, 
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which nmounted to 120,000 rupees. It ^Y^lS exe- 
cuted by Sir Francis Chontrj'’, the sculptor, who has 
represented him bareheaded, wearing his uniform, 
and n cloak. ' Tiic horse is in .a perfectly quiet 
jiosition, neither is there any appearance of motion 
about it. The memory of Sir Thomas lilonro is 
held in such veneration by tlic natives (who arc 
much displeased that he is represented bareheaded), 
that, even now, they solute the statue as they 
pass it. 

The country round Madras has the appearance 
of*a fine park; for although the soil is strongly 
impregnated \rith saline efflorescences, flowers of 
every kind grow ih it, and the roads are bordered 
with very fine avenues of trees, interspersed with 
the bungalows and the residences of the English. 

ilr. M‘Clean and his lady received me with 
British hospitality, and did their utmost to make 
my day pass as agreeably as possible. I was not 
a little delighted at here meeting Captain Cunning- 
ham, who, after a tedious voyage of sixteen days on 
board the l^emesis, and a providential escape from 
many dangers, had arrived here, only' the day 
before. "We passed the forenoon together, in view- 
ing the citadel and the most remarkable parts of 
the city. Mr. JPClcan kindly promised to show 
me his stud, which enjoys great reputation, and 
we accordingly set out iu the afternoon and drove 
• across the arched Marmalong bridge, which is 500 
. paces in length, and is'thronm over the Adigar, 
which flows in a broad and stony bed, and then on 
to Guindy, passing the summer residence of the Go- 
vemor. A small stone house, built upon a rising 
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• ground, was pointed out to me as liaving been 
erected to indicate the spot where St. Thomas the 
Apostle is said to have been stoned by the people. 
At the end of the Mount Road, small rocl^’ emi- 
nences rise in' the background, on the highest of 
which stands a Roman Catholic church, with a 
monastery for priests and monks : the cantonments 
of the artilleiy are in the valley. 

The stabling for Mr. M‘Clean’s beautiful and 
valuable Arabs is in a park two miles to the south 
of the cantonments. There were only eight horses, 
which, however, are said to have cost him 27,000 
rupees. We did not return to Lis residence till 
dark, and our cheerful ’'dinner almost made ns 
forget that nine o'clock was drawing nea^ at 
which time Mr. M‘Clcan accompanied me to the 
place of embarkation. "^Tien I reached the road- 
stead, I saw that the blue light iras already burning 
os a signal tlia't the anchor was weighed. Our 
boatmen exerted themselves to the utmost against 
the breakers, which had become more violent since 
the morning ; indeed, our boat was twice completely 
covered by the waves, and it was full twenty 
minutes before we reached the steamer, wet through 
and through. A few minutes ofterwardg, between 
nine and ten, we put to sea. The weather was 
extremely fine, and the stars shone brilliantly. 

The following d.ay was equally propitious, and 
the sea was calm and almost motionless,* but on • 
the 24th the sky 'ivas clouded, and ivc had a south- 
east wdnd, in the forenoon, though it cleared up 
towards evening. In the following night, we 
approached the coast of Ceylon ; and when we 
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were in.tUe latitude of the two reefs, the Great and 
Little Bassfis, the captain took the precaution of 
sounding, for several hours. 

Early on the morning of tlic 25th, the coast of 
Ceylon lay shrouded in a mist, at our right hand, 
and at tea o’clock >vc had a full view of this para- 
.dise of an island, with its picturesque mountain 
chain, wldly-grotcsquc projecting rocky walls, 
boundless cocoa forests, and verdant vnllies. "We 
passed so near to the coast, that we could form a 
very clear picture of the fruitfulness which nature 
has 80 lavishly bestowed bcrc. ’Whichever way 
the eye turned it rested upon the finest palm forests, 
the most charming vallies, the most luxuriant 
corn-fields; and the very highest summits of the 
mountains were ddomed with verdant slopes, 
enamelled with bright flowers, herbs, and creeping 
plants, whose , delicious perfume spread far and 
wide. 

At eleven o’clock wc came in sight of the lovely 
bay, which forms the harbour of Point de (jalle, 
and consequently bad made 1189 knots in 150 
hours. Towards the south a low promontory natli 
a small wooden lighthouse runs into the sea ; and 
numerous beauteous islets, covered •with * palms, 
rising scarcely above the level of the W’ater, are 
sprinkled over the deep, and a thick forest of cocoa- 
•VTtt.'S, ta'u.'ii^n'ng fer inland, surrounds the hay 
•which forms the harbour. Jsumerous rocky islands, 
overgrown with ■palms, lie scattered in pictu- 
resque groups, and the waves of the sea dash 
incessantly against thdr indented shores. The 
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harbour is defended a small rampart ^vith 
bastions, and is connected ivith the' little toTrn, 
Trhich extends towards the south. The entrance 
to the harbour is so narrow, being scarcely 100 
feet in breadth, that wc gladly availed ourselves 
of the assistance of a pilot, surrounded by small 
boats, ivbich kept close to our side, faking soundings.^ 
Before casting anchor, our vessel was encompassed 
by numerous TJma boats, laden with cocoa nuts, 
pine apples, bananas, and vegetables. These small 
boats are built of the wood of the jack fruit tree 
(ap'toca^^m integrifolia) and ropes of cocoa-nut 
fibres: they are from twelve to sixteen feet long, 
and four feet deep, but so narrow, that only one 
• man can sit on each of the four seats. On one 
side of the boat there is an outrigger made of 
two pieces of elastic wood eight feet long, bent 
in the form of a bow, and attached at tlie opposite 
end to a beam of light wood, of the same length 
as ‘the boat, floating in the vrater, by which the 
boat is secure from upsetting even during -the 
most violent storm. The larger craft, which are 
built in the same manner, sail along the coast as 
far as Madras. 

_As we were to stay here three days, to fake 
in coals and provisions, I- immediately wont on 
shore, to visit the to%vn and its environs. The 
Cingalese are a small, mean-looking race, of a dark- 
brown complexion, low forehead, and inexpressive 
physiognomy. Both the men and women wear a 
garment which fits very dose round the hips, and 
falls to the- ankles. Their hair is plaited and 
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fastened at the hack of the head mth a large 
tortoise-shell comb, and very few of the men sufler 
their bear/1 to grow. Every body, even the very 
poorest person, carries an umbrella, made of Chinese 
■paper or the leaf of a talHpot palm, as a protection 
against the scorching rays of the sun. The wives 
of the principal inhabitants wore dressed in richly 
embroidered white muslins, or a coloured silk skirt 
and a slight bodice, and never appear unveiled. 
The costume of the women and girls of the lower 
classes is the same, only that their garments are 
made of white calico: they are distinguished from 
the men by their bodice, or by a scarf thrown 
over the shoulders. 

The Cingalese of Point dc Galle arc greedy of 
gain, and very servile. The people every udiere 
bowed to us, with the utmost reverence, humbly 
calling us “ Haradruench ” (Sir). They importuned 
US to purchase gold and silver chains, precious 
stones, ivory, and elephants’ teeth, for wliich they 
asked three times their value. 

The little town immediately joins this citadel: 
the streets are paved with flags ; and though the 
houses are only one story high, they are very 
cleanly, and have a piazza in front, as a protection 
against the suh. The population amounts to about 
3000' souls, most of wliora arc Portuguese and 
T)utch : a IjattaVion of English troops, and several 
companies of native ’soldiers, form the garrison. 
The trade is chiefly in the hands of the Mussulmans, 
who are here called Murimen. 

■\Ye commenced our excursions into the environs 
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early, on the morning after our arrival. There 
are two roads from Point de Galle, one to Colombo, 
which runs along the coast, and tlie other to the 
interior and the neighbouring villages. I chose 
the latter, as I was 'desirous of visiting one of the 
largest Bhoodist temples (Panzela). Immediately 
behind the town are tliichly-wooded eminences, 
covered with cocoa palms, teak, jack, banana, and 
bo, or bobnha trees, with an under-growth of wild 
cinnamon, pine-apples, climbing plants, and a pro- 
fusion of flowers. Wherever little streams run 
down from the mountains,' the* vallies are planted 
irith rice, or sugar-cane, and, at the most picturesque 
points, on the declivities, or in the plains, are 
ne.'it ■wooden houses, thatched witli palm leaves, 
under the shade of cocoa-nuts and bananas. The 
character of the vegetation of the island is every 
where very apparent: in some parts arc forests and 
plantations of the finest tropical trees, rice fields 
here and there, along the irrigated vallios, and in 
the more level parts, are cinnamon trees, while all 
the rest of the island is Avild and \incultivatcd. 
Villages arc rarely met with, and the isolated dn’cll- 
ings in the midst of forests, arc surrounded by fruit 
trees, both wild and cultivated. 

After proceeding about six miles, left ray car- 
riage, and went hy a footpath through an intricate 
forest to the temple, which is situated on n hill. 
The priests (uncimeh), who reside in a small 
dwelling near the temple, carac to receive rac. 
They were dressed in yellow garments : one of them 
understood llindosfanee, and appeared to he an 
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intelligent young man, desirous of infonbation, and 
expressed himself much pleased at this unexiiect cd 
visit. The temple is surrounded by a vrall with 
two entrances, and is furnished w'ith niches on 
the inner side, in which lamps were placed : a 
small stone basin with holy water stood at the 
chief entrance. The temple itself is small, and 
possesses nothing peculiar in the style of architec- 
ture : several stone steps lead to a vestibule, from 
which we entered the proper place of prayer. 

Opposite the door of this apartment was a seated 
colossal statue of Bhooda, witli very long cars, and 
a lotos flower on his head. The statue was either 
of wood or stone, painted yellow, and*had a curtain 
suspended before it. Bhooda was surrounded by 
lus relatives, wbo were painted in grotesque forms 
on the walls. A small image of Bhooda, made of 
gold, stood on a tabic under a glass shade, in front 
of the large statue, and flowers, especially the yellow 
blossoms of the hobaha tree, wth rice, fruit, and 
spices, bad been brought by the people as offerings 
to the god, but of course they were afterwards taken 
possession of by the priests. In conclusion, the 
priests took us to their dwelling, a small house of one 
story : it' was furnished with several articles in the 
European style, and the greatest cleanliness and 
order prevailed throughout.. In a largo cupboard 
were the prayer books (Banapotha), which are 
•written on tallipot leaves : the leaves of some very 
valuable praycra were covered with blade lacker, 
and the writing was in very elegantly formed gold 
letters. On taking leave of the priests, they re- 
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quested pemission to see “ the Hiiidostan,” and I 
•was glad to he enabled to gratify their Tvish. 

iTiext proceeded along the fine road to Colombo, 
■which runs parallel ivith the sea through a cocoa- 
nut tree forest, twenty-seven miles in length, and 
several miles broad. The road soon turned from 
the dense forest to the coast, close to masses of rock, 
against which tlie breakers dashed with a thunder- 
ing noise. But again I found myself in the pro- 
found shade of a primeval forest, broken only by 
smiling mountain streams, winch ran to the sea, 
and flowed between' narrow green vollies, or rugged 
banka. After following this most delightful road 
for several intles, I left tlie carriage to exoraino a 
cinnamon plantation. Hie trees were on a sandy 
soil, under isolated cocoa palms, bananas, and jack 
fruit trees. The shoots are planted at the com- 
mencement of the rainy season, and in the space of 
six months they send out such vigorous brandies, 
that the bark maybe uscd;hutin order to strengthen 
the stem, the young shoots arc ent olT, and it is not 
till it has attained due girth, tliat the shoots are cut 
off, scraped, and the bark stripped off and dried. 

An acre may be managed by one man, and produces 
an annual revenue of lOt sterling : after'tho lapse 
of tlirec years the shrubs arc no longer prothictive, 
and are rooted up. 

'Jiot far from iJiis cinnamon plantation, under flio 
shade of lofty cocoa trees, is a celebrated Bhoodht 
temple, which I would not leave unvisilc<l. Here 
is a wooden statue of Bliooda, twenty feet long, 
which rqiresents him n-s lying down n<5tcop. The 
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priests presented mcwitli flowers nnd cocoa nuts, 
the outer shell of which was soft, of a bright red 
colour, inclining to yellow. The milk was sweeter, 
and had a more aromatic taste than that of the 
common cocoa nut. The tree cliflcrs from the other 
species only by a smoother bark, and by- more 
delicate lc.avc3. Tlic Cingalese have a certain 
reverence for the cocoa-nut treej because, as they 
say, " it scTYca for ulucty-uinc thiugs, but man is 
not able to discover the hundredth.’' On the last 
morning of my stay here, I visited the bazar of 
Point do Galle, where there is abundance of tbe 
fruit of tbe island oflered for sale — pine apples, 
bananas, cocoa nuts, bread fruit, vegetables, and 
flowers of the most diverse and rare species. 

At noon, on the 27th of April, wc wciglicd anchor, 
and •mthin an hour lost sight of Ceylon. In the 
evening the horizon %vns illumed ^vith flashes of 
lightning from all q^uarters: on the following day, 
and on the 29th, when wc descried the Maldivc 
Ishands, the sky ■vtos clear, the sea calm, and 
the air balmy. At eleven in the morning ^Ye 
passed through the Gulandrc channel, which is six 
miles broad: the northern group of islands, the 
Ucawandu Pholo (between V and 8“ N. L.), with 
its 23 islands, lay on our right hand, and tijc Telia 
Don Matte Atoll, and the 3i[illa Don Madrc Atoll, 
consisting of J155 islands, on our left. The latter 
arc joined on the south by tlic seven islands of 
Malcolm Peef, next to which lie the ilahlos ^lahden 
Atoll, 1G6 islands, whicli arc divided by the !Morcs» 
by channel into the sonthern and northern. 

VOL. n. Q 
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mtL forelgticrs cutv only be obtained from tUc seat 
of government. Tlie inbabitants, who are a very 
harmless, good tempered, and friendly race, re- 
semble the Cingalese in their persons and dress. 
Tlieir -women live secluded, but they arc ugly and 
dirty. Tliemen arc noted as experienced and en- 
terprising seamen, and carry on a considerable 
trade In dried fish, turtles, shells {coitrics)^ cocoa 
nuts, and mats, \vith Ceylon, Bengal, the coast of 
^lalabar, and Java. In their frail boats, which arc 
built -Nrith great skill and care, of cocoa wood, they 
- steer across the •v.’idc ocean -with compasses, quad- 
rants, sextants, and other instruments of their o^m 
making, the glasses for which Imve been taken 
from old instruments. 

In several of the islands arc schools for in- 
struction in the art of navigation, in which tlio 
English navigation tables arc used, the signals and 
regulations of which have been translated into their 
own language. Crimes arc very seldom heard of : 
murders never occur,- and drunkenness is unknown. 
The islands arc extremely unhealthy : out of a dozen 
inhabitants, eight suffer from fevers, dropsy, or 
elephantiasis scroti. Capt. Moresby, who surveyed 
these islands in 1835, and to whom I am indebted 
for this information, told roe that in the first two 
months he had lost sixteen men, and that, in con- 
sequence, he never ventured to spend a night on 
shore. 'When the sickness of his crew obliged 
bim to go back for a time to Bombay, be allowed 
two officers to await his return on King’s Island \ * 
but they were taken so ill with fever, that the 
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T!ic four islands of^ Horsburgli Atoll, and the two 
Cardewac islands, lie to the south, joined bj the 
northern Male Atoll, with fifty-two islands, of which 
tlie most eonthem is the fortified lung’s Island, 
and the southern Male Atoll, vrith twenty-seven 
islands, fn this direction, there are no less than 
eleven gronps, consisting of 523 islands, extending 
ns far ns 2® li. L. 

TJiese remarkable groups of islands are of cowl 
formation,* and nre adorned \vith the most lux- 
uriant coeoa- palms. They are inhabited by a ci- 
vilised race of above 20,000 Mussulmans, who are 
governed by a sultan : his ancestors were expelled 
by the Portuguese, 200 years agoj but ho has main- 
tained his authority here to the present day, and 
his title and rank arc hereditaiy. He is an ill- 
informed man, and lives in total ignorance of what 
is passing in the rest of the world; hut, like his 
subject8°hc is hospitable, and is always ready to 
assist the crews of stranded vessels. Under him 
are five vizirs, or ministers of state, a lugh priest, 
and u j'^dge in civil and religious matters. N ext 
to them, the Hendeggery, or director of the customs, 
is the most considerable public officer, and the 
Emir-el-babr, the harbour-master, is the lowest of 
tlie principal officers. 

Every Atoll, or group of islands, has two chiefs, 
called AtoU-waiy-s, and a Oatib, who acts both as 
priest and judge, u’hose business it is to deliver 
to the government at ifalay, the tribute in silver 
and copper coin, and the productions of the 
country due from each Atoll. Permission to trade 
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vrith foreigners can only be obtained from tlie seat 
of government. The inhabitants, wlio arc a very 
harmless, good tempered, and friendly race, re- 
semble the Cingalese in their persons and dress. 
Their •women live secluded, but they arc ugly and 
dirty. Tliemen arc noted aa experienced and en- 
terprising seamen, and carry on a considerable 
trade in dried fisb, turtles, shells {coteries), cocoa 
nuts, and mats, with Ceylon, Bengal, the coast of 
Jrlalahar, and Java. In their frail boats, wbich are 
built with great skill and care, of cocoa wood, they 
• steer across the •wide ocean ■with compasses, quad- 
rants, sextants, and other instruments of their own 
making, the glasses for wbich have been taken 
from old instruments. 

In several of the islands arc schools for in- 
struction in the art of navigation, in which the 
English navigation tables are used, the signals and 
regulations of which have been translated into their 
own language. Crltnes arc very seldom heard of: 
murders never occur,* and drunkenness is unkno'wn. 
The islands are extremely unhealthy : out of a dozen 
inhabitants, eight suffer from fevers, dropsy, or 
elephantiasis scroti. ‘Capt. lloresby, who surveyed 
these islands in 1835, and to whom I am indebted 
for this information, told me that in the first two 
months he had lost sixteen men, and that, in con- 
sequence, he never ventured to spend a night on 
shore. IVlien the sickness of his crew obliged 
him to go back for a time to Bombay, he allowed 
two officers to await his xetum on King’s Island ; 
hut they were token so ill with fever, that the 
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sultan, in order to save their lives, immediately 
sent them to Ceylon. 

^Ve met seyeral hshlng boats, and were in hopes 
that vre might obtain a snpply offish for our table ; 
but no sooner did our monster, spitting forth fire 
and smolce, approach them, than the terrified 
fishermen fled to the shore rrith great precipitation, 
and in evident alarm. As we doubled the island of 
Kila, Tve saw the wreck of a brig, which had been 
stranded a few days before, on the white coralreef; 
it had very probably perished here in the darkness 
of the night. 

IVe had a continuation of fine weather for several 
days. Our monotonous way of life was somewhat 
diversified by the numerous flying fish, and hy the 
appearance of tlie sen, whlcli, for many miles, was 
tinged with a red colour by nnimoJcula;. On the 
second of Slaj’ ire had the ijo'i'elty of a sale on 
board; for the effects of eight seamen, who had 
fallen victims to the cliolcra, immediately on their 
arrival at Calcutta, ^wcrc disposed of hy auction. 

On the 4th we saw an ‘Arabian v'csscl coming from 
Bombay, with a cargo of cotton, and ^riach had on 
board many Jlussulmans, who were going on a pil- 
grhnngc to Jlecca. 

Jn the afternoon we clearly perceived the rocky' 
island of Socotoni, and on Friday the 5th, wc p.T’sed 
witliin three miles of the extreme north-east const 
of Africa, off wliich the Elepljnnt rocks projecting 
into the sc.a resemble an elephant kneeling donm, 
re.ady to bo mounted. We kept in sight (til! three 
o’clock in the afternoon) of the Iwire, vnrioiiftly 
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formed calcareous rock, ■wliicli rises from 300 to 
3000 feet, and in some places declines almost quite 
perpendicularly to the sea. In tlic evening the 
head cook died, and uras committed with much 
solemnity to his -watery grave on the following 
morning. The engine, n'as stopped while tlie 
captain read the burial service: .the sudden silence 
which prevailed upon the sea, which was as smooth 
as a mirror, rendered the ceremony peculiarly im- 
pressive. 

At five o’clock on the 6th of ilay we anchored in 
the liarbour of Aden, and consequently had run 
2158 knots in 220 hours. "We cast anchor near the 
Tenassorim steamer, which had come from Suez, 
and having burst a boiler in the Red Sea, was 
obliged to stop here and have it repaired. Tlie 
evening and the night were incomparably beautiful : 
the moon, and constant flashes of lightning over 
the mountains of Arabia, showed us the strangely 
formed masses of rock, sometimes in n magic, and 
then again in a dazzling light, -while cool sea breezes 
refreshed the air. The glorious night was an in-' 
demnity for the deprivation of sleep, for we were 
imable to obtain any rest : -we -were taking in coals, 
and the negroes and the Sumaly, who were employed 
in the work, kept up an unabated wild singing and 
dancing, which continued throughout the whole 
night.' Though on these occasions they arc always 
so excited, and at the same time so completely 
wearied, that some of them generally fall down per- 
fectly exliausted, and half dead, they cannot re- 
nounce this practice. 

a a 



230 


APEN. 


The harbour of Aden has much resemblance in 
point of form to that of Gibraltar, with the ex* 
ceptioii that it is enclosed by rude, naked rocks 
(of which the Shamsan rocks are the highest), 
’which rise to the height of 1718 feet, in the most 
rugged and hold outline: the entrance is above a 
mile broad, and the harbour is so large, that owJiole 
fleet can convenientiy anchor in it. No vegetation, 
however, is any where visible; there is neither soil 
nor disintegrated rock to afford nonrlshment to 
plants or trees j of late, however, some indefatigable 
English officers have caused mould to be brought 
from Arabia, in order to make a trial whether 
bananas and flowers cannot be cultivated. These 
masses of rock, which are composed of granite, 
porphyry, syenite, crystals, and lava, have evidently 
been raised by the agency of volcanic power, ^vhich 
is every where visible. The coasts ore, besides, re- 
markably rich in rare shells, and the most bcauti- 
ful white coral, which is used for lime. Close to 
the harbour, an enterprising Parsec has bxult an inn 
'of stone, bamboo, and recds, iu which there arc airy 
apartments for forty guests. 

Here I hired an -ass, and proceeded to the bun- 
galow of Dr. Scott, a distance of about three miles 
from the town. I traversed a road which has just 
been completed, and wliicl* first runs along tlio 
bay, near which lie several small rocky islands, 
where some officers Iiad pitched their tents, to pass 
the hot months ; then, gradually rising, tlio road 
loads through an artificial door in the rock, about 
400 feet high (the entrance to which is defended by 
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small turrets and a battery), into the valley, wliicli 
.is surrounded on three sides by steep, inaccessible 
rocks, and contains the little town of Aden, the 
barracks, and the bungalows of the officers and 
troops, which amount to 2000 men (partly Euro- 
peans and partly sepoys), who compose the 
garrison. 

The town, which has now from 18,000 to 20,000 
inhabitants, consists of three parts, the Arab, tbc 
Sumaly, and tbe Jews’ quarter. The first two are 
built of bamboo, thatched with reeds; the latter, 
consisting of buildings two stories high, of masses of 
rock, has an uncivilised appearance, and is very 
dirty, A mean mosque stands at the extreme end 
of the Arab quarter. The Jews, of whom there are 
2000 in this place, affirm that they came here on 
the first dispersion of the tribes. They are servilely 
civil, and in their appearance and manners have 
much affinity with the Afghans. Though they are 
chiefly engaged in trade, and arc skilful builders 
and mechanics, they very rarely cross the sea. 

• The Sumalys have settled here ns a wandering 
tribe from the African coast, and hire themselves 
to all kinds of services, as mechanics and grooms ; 
hut their nomadic life, which has accustomed them 
to independence, renders them unsteady, and little 
reliance can be placed upon them. The upper 
part of their body is well made, but they have very 
tVug’ns and cn’ils.' Their features are noble 
and delicate, their dark lively eyes are expressive 
and mild, and they usually dye their curly black 
hair light red, which docs not look at all amiss 
a 4 
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■\vUli their dark complexion. The greater part of 
the inhabitants arc Arabs. 

There is only one •well in the whole of this pen- 
insula, fljG water of which lias a brackish taste ; and 
wc inaybcre, cvciy'momin" and evening, see groups 
of handsome, graceful women who^come to draw 
the clear clement. TIic cisterns are of use only 
during a very short period of the year, because rain 
may be reckoned among the greatest rarities; yet 
the climate is healthy, and the heat is moderated 
by tlio sea-breezes. Jlight not an Artesian ■well 
be bored at a trifling c.xpcnse, and be of indescrib- 
able benefit to the inhabitants? 

As nothing thrives in Aden, there is a constant 
intercourse •witli the neighbouring Arab tribes, 
^rith ■\vhich the British government lias lately con- 
cluded an amicable convention. Camels arrive 
daily, laden witii corn, fruit, and vegetables for 
sale j rice, potatoes, irino, and other necessaries of 
life indispensable to Europeans, are brougiit from 
Bombay. Though the English have been only 
five years in possession of this remarkable a?id 
important place, the commerce has greatly in- 
creased, especially in Mocha coffee ; and it may be 
expected that in time many productions of Arabia 
and Persia will be brought hither. The importation 
of dates from the Persian Gulf, along the coast, has 
already become so considerable, that above 100,000 
barrels are annually sold iif this district. 

In the erection of the new barracks, many re- 
mains of ancient buildings •were discovered, whence 
is isfenr^sd thst this ^scemust ha^ hssn 
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important in former times: at present tiicre arc 
only the ruins of a Turkish tower, some walls, and 
a few turrets on the highest points of the rock. 
"^Tiere the peninsula is connected, with Arabia, by a 
narrow isthmus, there arc two advanced batteries of 
four and eight guns, which command hoth the land 
and the sea. The building of the barracks, which 
were lately begun, and of the powder magazine, 
has been stopped, because the site chosen is now 
considered unsuitable to the purpose. The occu- 
pation of this place costs the East India Company 
OOjOOOZ. sterling*per annum. 

It is remarkable that here, as in Ceylon, tlicre 
arc neither crows nor sparrows. The sea produces 
abundance of fish, some of which are rare, and 
others monstrous ; thus I was shown a fish with a 
bull's head, which was caught here. Sharks and 
electrical fish render bathing very dangerous: an 
officer received so violent a shock from one of the 
latter, that he was in a state of Insensibility for some 
hours, and unable to move his limbs for several 
days. 


On t)oanl the Oriental, in the harbour of Falmouth 
June 8.' 1843. 

IVc left the harbour of Aden on the 8th of j\[ay, 
at three o’clock in the afternoon, amid the salute of 
artillery, and proceeded along the Arabian coast 
towards the Hed Sea. In twelve hours we had 
passed from the calm southern oce.an, through the 
Straits of Babel ^Inndeb to the agitated Red Sea ; 
and at seven in the morning we sailed by Mocha. 
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The Red Sea is 920 (1400) miles long, and 140 
(180) miles broad in its greatest breadth. In the 
summer time northern winds prevail throughout the 
whole extent of the sea ; but in the winter, from 
October to l^lay, those winds blow only over the 
upper part of the sea, while the south winds pre- 
vail in the lower part, and the currents then flow 
in an opposite direction with great rapidity. The 
water is of a deeper blue than that of ony other 
sea in the world, which is attributed to the quan- 
tity of saline particles; for, while in other seas a 
gallon of water contains two partsj that of ^he Bed 
Sea has five parts. The numerous bare and rocky 
islands are of volcanic origin, and are uninhabited. 
The shores on both sides are bounded by sterile, 
calcareous rocks, or desert sandy flats. Some of 
the Arabian fishermen are celebrated os divers and 
pilots, and Captain fiforcsbyaflinned that hehadseen 
the father of our pilot, dive to the depth of tfiirty 
or forty fathoms to pick up money, wlien he 
remained nearly two minutes under water. He 
likewise succeeded in stripping the copper off a 
stranded ship, which had sunk in eighteen fathoms 
water. 

Tlie neigliboimng tribes point out a spot, about 
twenty miles from Suez, «s that ivbere jifoses led 
the children of Israel through the sea, and ivhcre 
Pharaoh and bis host were drowned ; but, ns the sea 
is between twenty and thirty fathoms deep at that 
spot, tlie place must probably be looked for more 
to the north, perhaps in the vicinity of the present 
town of Suez. 
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Having the advantage of the finest weatlicr, a 
calm sea, and bright raoonVighl niglits, we cast 
anchor on the fourteenth of May, at three o'clock 
in the afternoon, four miles from Suez, and were 
conveyed on shore in sinnll boats ; but we had 
scarcely embarked when a violent south-wester 
suddenly arose, which blew with great violence 
against the Bay of Suez, tore the sails of our little 
boats, and drove us to the opposite coast. We were 
thoroughly wet through hy the dashing of the 
waves, and drifted about till midnight, when 
our boatmen at length succeeded in landing us 
safely at Suez. At six o’clock on the following 
morning I set out with three of my companions to 
cross the desert to Cairo. On this route Mehemet 
All has erected a line of telegraphs : the horses 
wore excellent, and the arrangements so contrived, 
that we arrived safe at the English hotel in Cairo, 
on the 16th of ilay, at five in the morning. Hero 
I received the first account from home, after an 
interval of five months, which compelled me to 
relinquish my projected return to India. 

Travellers who come from Calcutta by the 
steamer are obliged, to wait at Cairo till the steamer 
from Bombay has arrived -with the mail: in conse- 
quence of this arrangement we had nearly a week to 
view the curiosities of Cairo and its environs. My 
first excursion was to the pyramids of Ghizeh. 
Accompanied by my fellow-travellers, 1 set out on 
the 17th, in the afternoon, with a dragoman: we 
mounted small asses, and rode through the south- 
ern part of the city towards the Nile. 
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On tlio vruy we met Ibrahim Pacha, drivin" 
himseJf in‘an En^Hsb cabriolet. He is very corpu- 
lent, and, filled the whole scat: ho has remarkably 
fine eyes, and looked around with an air of com- 
mand, otherwise his physiognomy was expressive 
of cruelty and indolence. 

On reaching the coimtiy honscs on the left bank 
of the Nile, I felt so exhausted by the heat, th.at I 
requested our dragoman to procure me some w-atcr 
to drink : to our surprise, he conducted us to a 
pi’Ctty villa, alleging that we should meet with the 
best accommodation there. M’c had scarcely dis- 
mounted, when an oflicer, in the Turkish costinne, 
with a diamond star on Ins breast, came to jncct • 
ns, and conlially bid ns welcome in French, in- 
viting us to rest ourselves upon un ottoman. It 
was Soliinan Pacha, n robust man, of middle sire, 
with a short beard, blue eyes, and a most gootl- 
natured countcn.ancc. The conversation soon 1«)- 
came verj- animated, and was carrictl on by the 
hospitable renegndo, with the pleasing co\irtcsy of a 
Frenchman. Pipes and coflcc were Kt liefore us, 
nml when wo took leave, Solimnn Pacha ofTered to 
supjdy our kitchen, which Wfj derlinctl, hwirtily 
thanking him for his kind reception, and hastcmiMj 
to reacli the Nile, We hiul rcnrcely ret ofl* when 
the sen’ants of oiir Jiospimhle entcrlainer came 
running after im, and U-gtrtxl a hak.'hMi, which, 
after so good a n*crpfion, was jit«flv thie to them. 

In the luiriyofthc moment, hoacM'r, 1 <iislribute<l 
my gifi.? niShcr imtsjuayvv which n ^h'*p«/e 
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among the recipients, but I not stop to see 
the end of it. 

As soon as wa liad been convcj’cd across tiic 
JNile, the immense pyramids rose before us, and it 
■Nvas'three o’clock before ire reached them. Sur- 
rounded by about twenty' Bedouins and Arabs, 
and some girls -with pitchers of water, who claimed 
the right of assisting travellers to ascend the 
pyramids, we were to commence the difliciilt ascent 
to the summit of the highest of these wonderful 
monuments. You arc aware that the outside of 
the pyramids consists of large blocks of calcareous 
stone, often six feet in height and breadth, which, 
in different places, have been loosened, partly by 
Tioloncc, and partly by the lapse of time: they 
form a kind of steps, by means of which it is 
possible to ascend ; but these steps arc so high 
and narrow that *it is difficult and wearying to 
reach the summit without the nssistance 6f the 
Bedotuns, who arc accustomed to it. 

One of the pyramids, w'hcro these steps arc 
wanting in some places, has hitherto been as- 
cended only by a very few persons. One of my 
companions, however, performed the feat without 
any assistance whatever \ In sixteen minutes wc 
reached the little platform of the highest pyramid 
the pyramid of Cheops, where wc enjoyed at sun- 
set the incomparable vioajr over the desert, the 
ruins of Jlemphis, the other pyramids, the fertile 
valley of the isile, and the city of Cairo, -with its 
numerous mosques and minarets. The si"ht of 
this sublime hut melancholy picture excites the 



238 


THE ITBAiUDS. 


imagination of the beholder in the highest degree; 
surrounded by the colossal monuments and ruins 
of a strange, mysterious people, by a gloomy 
•mldemess, and the most Insuriant fertility, his 
soul is more moved by contemplation of the past, 
and the mutability of all human deeds and works, 
than by any circumstance connected with the 
present moment. 

Almost every traveller has endeavoured to im- 
mortalise himself on these monuments^ and my 
companions followed their example j in which I was 
the less inclined to join, because, to my great sur- 
prise, I found my name already carved there ! Wc 
descended these stupendous creations in the evening 
twilight; but the descent is still more difficult than 
the ascent, and ho who makes a false step runs the 
risk of being precipitated from that fearful height. 
After we had* rambled among 'the pyramids and 
tombs till It was quite dark, we sought for rest in 
a chamber at the foot of the pyramid. On the' 
following morning we viewed the interior of the 
great pyramid and some of the tombs, and at ten 
o’clock set out on our return to Cairo. 

To the great satisfaction of all friends of hu* 
manity, Mehcrnet ^Vli has founded a now hospital 
for lunatics, wbcre-ti>ose unhappy persons arc, in 
every respect, >vell taken* care of.' The quarantine 
establishment for the plague, which commits dread- 
ful ravages in Cairo, is in the front part of tlie 
Lunatic Asylum. During my rides through thecity, 
2oftens.aw deserted houses,halfin mins, the inmates 
of which had fallen rictims to this frightftil disease. 

One morning I rckle through the city, along the 
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cemeteries nod scpidchrol monuments, to the petri- 
fied forest lying in the desert to tlie south. I here 
found five ■ different kinds of wood, and saw two 
trees in pretty good prcsen'ation lying in the sand, 
one of which was twenty-one feet in length. 

On the road to Suez, in n garden belonging to 
Boghos Bey, is a large handsome obelisk, which is 
forty feet above the surface of the ground, and 
twenty below it. This was the last place of 
interest I was able to visit, for an indisposition, 
which had been occasioned by our stormy landing 
at Suez, obliged me to keep my room. 

On the 2l8t, a steamer conveyed us in twelve 
hours to Atfeh, whence we put ourselves into a gon- 
dola, and were towed along the canal to Alexandria, 
wliich wo reached the next morning at six o’clock. 
During our stay of two days in that city, our 
Consul-General procured me an audience of ^Mc- 
hemet Ali. We drove to hia palace, which is situ- 
ated -close to the harbour, at nine o’clock in the 
morning. His Highness was seated cross-logged 
upon an ottoman, in one comer of a large apart- 
ment, and welcomed us with a motion of his right 
hand; and his interpreter, a little Armenian, stood 
before him. Mehemct Ali is in the evening of his 
life. His silvery beard completely covered the 
lower part of his face, and fell below his breast. 

. When he smiled, ao expression of coldness and 
cunning lurked about the comers of his mouth, 
but his eyes looked around with youthful fire. He 
invited me to a scat on his right hand, and when 
we had taken our place, pipes and coffee were 
brought to make up any deficiency in conversation. 
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Hchemct Ali inquired, mtli tlic most iivciy in- 
terest, about the A^hans, the king of Delhi, the 
ameers of Slnde, and other Mahometan princes. 
But when I told him that their power was now 
at an end, his brow immediately became clouded; 
lie seemed lost in thought, and uttered something 
to himself, which was scarcely audible, but the 
words “dedino” and “ruin" could bo distin- 
guished. He appeared to feel the most bitter vexa- 
tion that he had failed in his object of raising 
Islamism to-greatness and power. He then asked, 
with an air of surjir/se, how it was possible that 
the British government could have allowed me to 
serve in their army, and to become acquainted with 
its operations. I replied that the English had no 
reason whatever to make a mystery of their pro- 
ceedings, and the less so, because wc, more than 
any other continental power, were their natural 
allies, and had been on terms of friendship 
them from the earliest times. “ Tes, as longms it 
is their interest,” replied Meheniet All, with a sar- 
castic smile. On my observing that I had seen 
with admiration ‘the works in the citadel, and had 
found many advantageous changes in Cairo, he 
replied very abruptly, “ That ivill all fall to the 
ground after my death.” His countenance, however, 
brightened up, when I spoke of his fleet, tlie good 
order of which had greatly surprised me. This is » 
his only delight, and the hours which he generally 
spends every morning in smv’eying it are among 
the happiest of the day ; but, at the same time, one 
ship after another is decaying, and the whole fleet, 
without being of any adTOntage, is fast falling Into 
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ruin. took leave of Ins Highness after passing 
more than half an hour ■with him. 

Meantime the steamer Imd arrived from Bombay, 
by -which our company, including children, was 
increased to 148 persons. The “ Oriental,” on 
board of which we ^vc^c to proceed to England, 
had not accommodation for so large a number, on 
which account several travellers, myself included, 
were obliged to submit to the greatest incon- 
veniences, Wo left the harbour of Alexandria on 
the 24th, at two o’clock in the afternoon, reached 
the quarantine Iiarhour of Malta on the 28tlj, 
Gibraltar ou the 3d of June, and steered the same 
evening towards the Atlantic Ocean. 

'W^mn we were off tlic Bay of Cadiz, a hurricane 
suddenly arose, and raged with cxtraordinaiy fury 
for nearly eight hours. The towering waves rose 
majestically above the watery surface, sometimes 
ascending in lofty columns, then rolling over each 
other in long ridges, crested with silver foam, and 
then approaching us with gigantic strides, broke over 
the vessel, and saturated us with their white spray. 
The -wind at the same time wliistlcd and roared 
among the masts, cliimnics, chains, and tackling, 
and rent our topsail in an instant. Such a furi- 
ously raging sea is one of the sublimcst phenomena 
in nature, and the more so, contrasted with the per- 
fect calm which succeeded as suddenly as the tem- 
pest had set in. ’Ihc slgr cleared up, and the ocean 
became more tranquil j but on the seventh of June 
we again encountered an agitated sea. A favour- 
able wind, however, drove us so. rapidly towards 
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our Ocstinntjojj that trc readied tlio coast of 
land nl tlircc o'clock in tlic nflcnioon of the fol- 
lowing day. AVc here itgnin encountered a tem- 
jiest, which was Iio less ^iolcnt than that in tl»c 
Ihiy of Cadiz, and the more dangerous, Ixxausc we 
had steorc<l fifteen miles too inucli to the west, 
and, instead of being opposite to the harlwur of 
I'nlinouth, wcrcon the coast of Cornwall, ofl'I’Jack- 
Iicjul. Agnin'*t such n raging sea, whose waves 
continually dashed over our vessel, our engine, 
though of *151) horse power, could not cany us 
more than four knots in nn hour, and es'ci^' thing 
depended on our reaching the harbour of Falmouth 
before dark. 

It was just dinner-time, and most of the pas- 
sengers had assembled In the great saloon, when 
the fitonn and waves suddenly rose votj’ high. At 
some moments the sea raged with such fury, that 
the vessel laboured in vain to make way against it: 
the fury of the elements was the greatest at the 
spot whore the Conqueror is said to have contended 
with them five months before. On that melancholy 
occasion, one of our company had lost his only son, 
a hopeful boy, only eight years old, and he mourn- 
fully gazed upon the miserable, cold, watery grave, 
with an expression tliat seemed to say, Shall the 
father here join liis child?” But Providence 
decreed othern'ise : the disk of the sun just 
descended into the sea as we entered the harb(5ur; 
and n shout of joy and exultation was raised by the 
passengers when, rrt eight o’clock, the rattling of 
the chains annouTiced that the anchor rras safely 
dropped on their native shore. 
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LETTER -XIII. 

TO ALEX.VNDF.n VON HUMBOLDT. 

IteligloH of the Hindoos . — Their deities . — Ca^tes.^ Esfalt^ 
Ushments for education. — General coinmittcef and sphere of 
operation.-^Stulc of the schocls in 1835, and statistical 
reports relatiee to them up to the year Influence 

of European education on the youth, nith resjieet to 
. niorfli* and religion. 


Oq boArd the Hindostan steamer, 
1848. 

In bo country in the world does the religion of 
the inhabitants appear so prominent as in India, 
where every town has its different temples*, from 
the meanest building -which encloses the rudest 
idol, to the most gorgeous deities enshrined in 
pagodas with lofty towers, spacious court-yards, 
splendid colonnades, and walled tanhs. 'While 
priests and devotees cro-wn the idols, and bring 
offerings of fruit and flowers, the people perform 
their devotions at sunrise, standing in the w'ater, 
bathing, or throwing water over their heads. 
During the daytime the men are attracted by 
singing to the sacred place, ns well as graceful 
groups of veiled women, who bring their ofterings 
to the divinity. 

A strict Brahmin is occupied four hours every 
day in the performance of all his superstitious 
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ceremomes ; but if lie is engaged in ■u’orldly 
pursuits, be may fulfil his religious duties in half 
an hour; and a man of a lower caste is content 
ivith frequently repeating the name of bis god 
while be is bathing. On holydays, the people go in 
procession with palm branches, flowers, pictures of 
idols, cars, flags, and lanterns, made of silt, or of 
coloured and gilt paper, on long poles. The gaOy 
dressed mulHtudein their picturesque costume, and 
the tastefully decorated symbols of tbeir worship, 
impart an extremely on^ated, cheerful, and 
splendid appearance to such processions. Pilgrims, 
fakirs, and religious mendicants, on the way to 
their sacred places, mfeet the traveller at every 
turn, some in the dross of their order, and some 
carrying tlie sj-mbols of the god whom they arc 
goiftg to worsliip, and with whose name they salute 
every body they meet. 

But wth all this external religious pomp and 
splendour, witb the strict obscr\'ancc of usages and 
ceremonies, since the time of Menu, Hindooism 
bas deviated and fallen away from its original 
purity. Several of the deities have been neglected, 
otliers have been substituted, the dead arc wor* 
shipped, sects have been formed, monotheism is 
fallen, and tbc belief in a god who pardons sin, 
^thout the necessity of repentance, ns well as the 
neglect of the Vedas, has become general. 

The Vedas assign four great periods (Yags) to 
the development of the world ; and to the Almighty 
the three greatqualitics; first of creation (Brahma); 
secondly, of preservation (VIshnoo); and, thmlfy, 
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of destruction (Sliiva). Tlicy saj' tlmt the angels 
asscmhlcd before the throne of the Almighty, and 
humbly asked him -n-hat lie himpclf ■was.- lie 
replied, “ lYcrc there another besides me, I would 
describe myself through hhn. I have existed from 
eternity, and shall remain to eternity. I am the 
first great cause of every thing that exists in the 
cast and the west, in the north and the south, 
above and below: I am every thing, older than 
every thing, King of kings: I am tlie truth : I am 
the spirit of the Creation, the Creator himself. I 
am knowledge, and holiness, and light. I am all 
mighty" 

Tliough this fundamental principle no longer 
prevails, though the objects of devotion arc no 
longer the same, yet this religion still exercises 
as powerful an influence over the people as in the 
most remote ages ; and, tliough the deism of the 
Vedas as the true faith, including in itself all other 
forms, has been displaced by a system of polytheism 
and idolatry, has been nearly forgotten, and is 
recollertcd only by a few priests and philosophers, 
yet the belief in a Being far exalted above all, has 
not been obliterated. The visible and sjTnbolical 
part of religion gained the superiority over the 
pure and sublime, by the obstinate and blind 
adlierencc of the priests to antiquated forms, 
and by their encouraging the adoration of new 
deities and symbols. In the Shasters of this new 
creed, the eighteen Pooranns, -wliich arc not by 
Vcisia, the compiler of the Vedas, but by different 
authors about the ninOi century after Clirist, 
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am! partly compiletl from more oncient tradition®, 
we fiml accounts of the creation, pljilosophical 
sjjoculation?, instruction in religious ceremonies, 
genealogies, historical fragments, and inniiincr* 
able legends, of the deeds of the gods, Jicrocs, and 

P,‘lgCS. 

Besides many millions of gods, there arc seventeen 
deities who arc chiefly worshipped by the Hindoo®. 
Brahma, the god of creation, the only one men- 
tioncti by Jlcnu, has but one temple in India, and 
tliough invoiced in the daily prayers, is oltogetacr 
passed over in special devotion. IBs wife Sarns- 
wati, on the contrary, the goddess of Icfaming and 
.cJoijucncc, is held in high esteem. Vishnoo and 
.ShB*n, and their incarnations, have become the 
chief objects of worship. Shiva, say the Boomnas, 
wanders about upon earth, sometimes laughing, and 
sometimes screaming, surrounded by spirits and 
goblins, intoxicated, naked, with his hair clotted 
and dishevelled, and strewn with the ashes of a 
funeral pile, and his neck and arms hung about with 
human bones and skulls. His wfe, who appears 
under three distinct names, Doorga, Parbattee, 
and Kallcc or Devee, is held in equal veneration, 
and is represented in a still more revolting form. 
In the south of India, she appears as n handsome 
woman riding on a tiger, in a haughty and 
threatening attitude, as though she would destroy 
the demon ; but in Bengal, and other parts of 
India, she is represented as a black woman, with a 
hideous physiognomy, smeared with blood, her head 
entwined vdth serpents, and, like her husband, 
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ornamented with human bones and skulls. A 
thousand goats and other animals arc Bacrificed 
every month in her temple at Calcutta ; and in Bind- 
hya-bjisini, tbo blood shed in front of her image is 
never permitted to dry. Equally bloody sacrifices 
arc oflfered to Shiva ; for on certain days in the year 
martyrs are seen going in solemn procession to the 
temple, with their lips and tongues slit, and knives 
sticking in them, and their bodies entwined witli 
living serpents ; while others hang suspended by a 
hook fastened in their flesh, from a lofty tree, in 
momentary peril of falling from the dizzy height 
and being dashed to pieces. 

Yishnoo appears as a pleasing young man, of a 
dark complexion, dressed in feky*bluc, like a king of 
ancient times, or in the form of his ten principal 
incarnations or avatars. First of oil, he was a 
fish, which snatched the Vedas from a demon, ■who 
had got possession of them during an inundation ; 
then he was a boar, •which raised the earth with its 
tusks, from the bottom of the ocean into which it 
had sunk; then agmnhc was a tortoise, wliich sup- 
ported a mountain. Jn the fourth, Yishnoo becomes 
at length more closely connected with mankind by 
saifing the life of a believer whom his father was ’ 
going to loll, because he asserted that Yishnoo was 
in the pillar wluch supported the hall in ■which 
they ■were. Yi-shunq. in JbjxmajD Jhraq wu/i Alu? .W.3^ 
and paws of a lion, sprung out of the pillar, and 
destroyed the unbelieving tyrant. 

In the fifth incarnation, it is said, that a king, by 
means of sacrifice and penance had obtained such 
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pou'or over the gods, that tlicjMrorc obliged to give 
up to lain the earth and the sea, and loolccd forward 
■with anxious forehodlng to tlie moment -^vhen his 
last sacrifice would put him in possession of heaven. 
On this occasion, Vishnoo appeared as a dwarf 
Unihmin, and bogged for as much ground as he 
could measure in tlirce steps. Tfie rajah made no 
difliculty in granting the modest request of the little 
being, and poured into his hand some water from 
the Ganges, In confirmation of the oath; hut while 
he was doing this, Vishnoo suddenly became a giant, 
and with hisfirst step traversed thcwhole earth, with 
the second the ocean, and -with the third took pos- 
session of heaven; and thus, craftily depriving the 
rajah of his dominions, he permitted him to descend 
into hell, as king of the lower regions. His sixth in- 
carnation is a Brahmin hero, Porosu-Rom, who ex- 
tirpated the Kshetryas, Hama, a long of Oude, was 
his seventh avatar, of whom it is related that he 
was expelled from his paternal dominion, and lived 
for many years in a forest., secluded from tlie world, 
devoted to religious duties, •while his wife Sita was 
carried off by a giant, Eawana, king of Ceylon. In 
ordci' to deliver her, Vislmoo passed thx’ougli the 
Deccan, penetrated to Ceylon, and supported by 
an army of monkeys under the deified leader 
Hunnooman, he triumphed over his adversary. 
Having, however, unjustly put to death his brother 
Lachmana, who had shared all his dangers, he was 
overpowered by the stings of conscience, and threw 
himself into a river, and, as the Hindoos assert, 
was received among the gods. Vislmoo’s jn-incipal 
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incamntion was tlmt of Krislina, tlic son of a 
of Jliithura j but he was broiiglit up by a sliepbcnl, 
in order to conceal him from a tjTant who sought 
his life. Ilis youthful sports and deeds, in stealing 
milk, and killing serpents, arc held in undying re- 
membrance by the Hindoos- Ilc’was cJ^cccdingly 
beautiful, and he was adored by women and girls of 
all ranks, whose hearts went forth to meet him 
whenever he appeared. He is held in such high 
veneration by the people, that when the Governor- 
General was on his march from Delhi to Agra, 
they requested him to pass through Mathura. 
Yishnoo’s ninth avatar was Boodlin, and bis tenth 
is yet to come. 

Among their princii>al deities arc also the 
following:-— Lakshmec, the wife of Vishnoo, and 
Goddess of Plenty and Good Fortune : Indra, the 
God of the Air and of Heaven : Vanina, the God 
of Viator : Pavana, the God of the Wind: Agni, 
the God of Fire: Yoma, the God of the Kether 
World, and Judge of the Dead : Cuvera, the God of 
Prosperity; Kartika, the God of War: Cama, the 
God of Love: Surya, the God of the Sun: Soma, 
the God of the Moon ; and Ganesa, the God of 
Wisdom. Rama and Krishna are, however, held 
in far higher veneration than all the others, 
especially in nindo<»tan. 

Very few of the obovc-wuned goda have templea’, 
hut, on great religious festivals, their symbols or 
images are carried about on poles, and aftenvards 
thrown into the water. The images of the gods 
in the temples, as well as on the highways, have 
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a brutal, savage, and disgusting appearance — 
notliing whatever of di^iity or greatness. Some 
arc represented with • four hands, and several 
heads, and are punted red, blue, or yellow. 
Equal, and often greater veneration is sho\vn to 
the planets, and sacred rivers, especially the Ganges, 
which represents a goddess. 

All, in the midst of this confusion of idol 
worship, are animated by hope — eternal reward 
is reserved for the good, and punishment for the 
wicked: the former are to go to Yama, to wander 
amid delightful paths, under the shade of fragrant 
trees, between streams covered with the lotos, and 
unceasingly have flowers showered down' upon 
them. Tlie air will resound wth the hymns of the 
blessed, and the melodious songs of angels. The 
^vay of the wicked, however, is on a narrow, dark 
path, now over burning sand, now on sharp stones, 
which cut their feet at every step : they are naked, 
tormented wdtli thirst, covered with dirt and 
blood, and have hot ashes and burning coals poured 
upon them; and, troubled by the most- frightful 
visions, they fill the air with their cries and 
lamentations. 

The religious life of the Hindoos is not more 
alien from the spirit of the European than their 
social separation into classes or castes. According 
to Menu, Brahma created four kinds of men: — 
first, the Brahmins, who issued from his moutli, to 
lead and teach mankind; secondly, tlic Ivshntrin, 
or tlie caste of warriorSf from his arms, to defevd 
and protect them ; thirdly, the Yaisya, or caste 
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of mcrcliants, from liis lirtasf, to feed and to pre- 
serve tlicm ; niul, fourtWy/tlic Shoodra^, from his 
feet, to serve and obey the others. 

The Brahmin is the first of nil created heings. 
The ivorld, nnd nil tlmt is in it, belongs to him ; 
by him all other mortals enjoy their life, because 
his curse can destroy kings; therefore, n Brahmin 
is to be treated with more respect than n king. 
His life and property arc secured by the strictest 
laAVS in this world, and threats of the most dreadful 
punishments in the next. IBs youth must be 
passed in self-denial and chastisements, and devoted 
exclusively to the study of the Vedas: obedient, 
and serving his teacher, he is to beg liis subsistence 
from door to door. In the Bccond period of Ids 
life, wo find him surrounded by liis family and his 
children, performing the usual duties of a Brahmin, 
in reading and teaching the Vedas, sacrificing and 
praying, giving and receiving alms. lie is not, 
however, permitted to accept any services; ho is to 
renounce all the pleasures of life, such ns music, 
singing, dancing, play, &c., and to shun worldly 
honours and enjoyments like poison. Even his 
external appearance and liis dress arc strictly pre- 
scribed. lie is commanded to appear frank and 
modest, pure nnd chaste, without passion ; his luiir 
and beard cut, nnd Ins person cleanly, -with a stafT 
and the Vedas in his hand, nnd bright gold rings in 
his ears. If he has read the sacred books, brought 
up liis sou, nud performed the holy sacrifices, 
lie is allowed to confide every thing to liis. son, 
and to live in his house, as arbitrator.. IBs 
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tliird period of life is tLe most laborious. Clothed 
■with the sldn of a black ^antelope, or ■with leaves, 
with his hair hanging down, and his nails sutFcred 
to gTO'\v very long, he is to sleep out of doors, on 
the baro ground, 'without fire, to live only on fruits 
and roots, but to perform all religious duties 
with the greatest scrupulosity. Lastly, he concludes 
his life in self-contemplation, and, in meditations on 
his God, he is to breathe out his spirit, as the bird 
flies into the open air from the branch upon the tree. 

The Kshatria or caste of warriors, though below 
that of the Brahmins, is held in high honour, 
because the latter live aud act under their pro- 
tection, and, as Sfenu says, the weal of the ■world 
depends upon their union. Hany princes, and 
most of tlie ministers, belong to this caste, whoso 
business it is to defend the people, to give alms, to 
offer sacrifices, and to refrain from sensual enjoy* 
uients. 

The Voisyas, notwitlistanding their inferior posi- 
tion, enjoy the privilege of being' liospitably enter- 
tained by the Brahmins ; their business is to heep 
the flocks, to- caiTy on trade, to lend money on 
interest, and to till the ground. The duty of the 
Shoodras is to scn'c, first, the Brahmins, and then 
the other two classes ; but a Brahtniu mtist never 
touch food that lias been prepared by a Shoodra, 

If a Shoodra insults a Hindoo of the higher caste, 
his tongue, is to be slit; if he sits do\\'n on the 
same seat ■with a Brahmin, the latter is to chastise 
him; and if he attempts to instruct him in re- 
ligious duties, boiling oil is to be i>oured into his 
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month and cars. But this slavish relation of the 
Shoodrasto the Brahmins and higher castes, is no 
longer so severe : he ofiers his scr\'ices to ■Nvhom* 
soever he will, is protected by law against their 
tyranny, and is often in possession of propert}'. 
Upon the whole, the castes arc no longer so 
strictly separated, and more especially so in camp, 
jvhcrc a Brahmin, serving in the army, has inter- 
course with the Siioodw, in a manner which he 
would avoid in ordinary life. 

Among a people entertaining such religious ami 
social principles, it must be difficult for tlio En- 
glish to introduce Christianity and European 
learning; the former makes hut comparatively 
slow progress, through the labours of the mission- 
aries, while the latter daily gains ground, and 
promotes the Christian spirit and manners. 
Though it is only within the last twenty years 
that the British government has begun to provide 
for the establishment of schools and popular in- 
struction, yet much has been effected wthln 
this' short period. Deeply impressed with the vast 
importance of the subject, tlic government has pro- 
secuted the undertaking on a truly noble scale, and 
with an energy and zeal commensurate -with its 
end. The Directors of the East India Company 
as far back ns 1824, in a dispatch to India, said, 
“"We wish that you may bo entirely penetrated 
with our zeal, ■with which we desire the education 
and training of the natives of India to be pro- 
moted, and rest assured that we arc ready to make 
considerable sacrifices for this object.” 
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There -were two systems of instruction in India. 
In the presidency of Bengal the English lan- 
guage was chiefly used in teacliing, and • in that of 
Bombay the language of the natives. The first 
system was much censured ; but when we consider 
that there are various dialects in India, that the 
languages of the country are by no means sufficient 
to teach the subjects of instruction in a l;icid 
manner, and conformably with the present ^te of 
learning, and that the English literature is so rich 
in all that is good and useful,' we might feci dis- 
posed to gj,ve the preference to the system adopted 
in Bengal} but it has been modified, and the 
vernaculars are now attended to. 

In the presidency of Bombay, the Elphinstonc 
institution, founded in tJtc year 1837, and so called 
in honour of theGovernor, Jlountstuart Elphinstonc, 
is the principal establishment for the instruction of 
the natives. It consists of two divisions, one for 
the English, and the other for the native language. 
The former is subdivided into the upper and lower 
school; in the first of these mathematics, natural 
philosophy, mcclmnics, chemistry, political eco- _ 
nomy, geography and history, arc tauglit, and, ac- 
cording to the report of- 1842, there were 30 
scholars in this dirision : the lower school was at- 
tended by 587 boys. There are besides, several 
schools belonging to tius institution, in whicli in- 
struction is given in the native language, and in 
which there arc 719 Ix^'s. 

The government has Iikc%risc established English 
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schools in the following places; at Poonah, where 
there were 81 boys, ant! where 61 young people 
had already been prepared for various offices *in tiic 
country; in Tannah 58 boys, and in Surat 35 were 
under instruction. Tlie English school at Panwell 
was dissolved on the report of the Hoard in 1842. 
Lastly, there is at Poonah a Sanscrit gymnasium,^ 
in which 85 students are educated gratis, and G8 
pay the fees. 

In connection with these superior institutions 
arc the schools of the natives in the district, under 
the superintendence of the Board. They arc such 
as aim chiefly at influencing the civilisation of the 
people, and therefore confine themselves to the 
simplest elements of instruction. To the first 
division belong those in the collcctoratcs of Poonah, 
Ahmednuggur, Sholapoor, and Candcish. 

In the coUcctoratc of Poonah arc 19 schools, 
which arc attended by 1257 boys ; in that of Ahracd- 
nviggur there arc 10 schools, -Nvith 124S scholars; in 
Sholapoor, 4 Slarattcc and C Canarese schools,* 
'svith 250 boys ; and in Candcish there arc two Mah- 
.rattcc schools, irith 80 boys.* The state of the 
schools In these last two coUectorates is reported as 
being much neglected. 

The second division is formed of the coUectorates 
of Surat, Ahraedabad, Kaira, and Tannah. The 
coUcctoratc of Surat contains 13 schools, -with 1142 
scholars; Ahmedabad 6 schools, with 414 scholars; 
Kaira 7 schools, with 45G boys ; and, in the northern 
Concan and the collectorate of Tannah, there are 
only ^tlahratta schools, 10 in number, which arc 
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attended by 661 children, between the ages of five 
and 15. The third division consists of the sonthem 
Concah and the southern Jiraliratta country. In 
the coUectorate of Katnagherry, there are 9 schools, 
with 782 boys, the establishment of four new 
schools, has been granted. 

The variety of dialects in the southern 3Ialu’atta 
country renders instruction vciy difficult there. 
Mysore is the seat of the Canarcse language in its 
original purity; but in the district adjoining that 
territory the language becomes corrupt and almost 
unintclHgible, by the mixture ■v\nth Tclinghee in 
the east, Mahrattee in the north, Malabar in the 
west, and Dravid in the south. Wow, as in the 
coUectorntes of Danrar and Belgnum, Conareso is 
the language of tlie natives, and at present em- 
ployed for the communication between the govern- 
ment and the people, (though Mahratla ^ras foi-mcrly 
made use of for this purpose,- and is still used in 
some of the Jaghircs,) the council of education at 
Bombay has decided that the 31ahrattec language 
shall be entirely excluded in (he Canaresc schools; 
in the same mannepas in tbesclioobof the Deccan, 
instruction is imparted only in the Mahrattee, and 
in Guzerat in the Guzerat dialect. In the coUcc- 
torato of Darwar there are two Jlahrattce and five 
Canarcse schools, which arc attended by 531 boys. 

In Belgaum there arc 18 Canaresc schools, and one 
Mahrattee school in the little town of ICIianpoor, in 
wliidi there are 609 scholars. 

According to this account the presidency of Bom- 
bay numbers 120 schools for natives, in which 7750 
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boys arc instructed. The Council of Education lias 
caused a census to be taken, ns far ns possible, of 
the number of boys fit to attend school, from which 
it appears, that of 100 hoys above five years of age, 
about 18 on an average enjoy public instruction. 

In the presidency of Madras, the onlyinstitution 
for superior branches of education is the university, 
founded in 1841. It consists of .a higher or aca- 
demic, and a preparatory school: the academic 
department is intended to comprehend a medical 
and an engineer school. Children of natives of 
all castes arc admitted into this institution, and 
receive instruction seven hours every day. The 
fee for the high school is four rupees, and for the 
preparatory school two rupees per month. Ac- 
cording to the last report, the first was attended 
by 100 young people, and the latter by 38. The 
Hoard does not deem it advisable to give any 
admission gratis, because in that case poor children 
would, for the most part, make use of it, who, 
after attaining some knowledge, and before they 
had completely finished their education, would bo 
compelled to le.ave the institution. .The Board 
also complains that the results and practical im- 
portance of education arc not better understood 
and appreciated by the natives, even among the 
superior classes. 

Since the year 1823 a general committee, con- 
sisting of 17 members, has been at the head of all 
establishments for education in the presidency of 
Bengal. The secretary of the government is^ ex. 
ojjicto, a member 'Of this .committee. Two natives 
von. n. R 
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aro annually chosen from tlie Council of Adminis- 
tration of. the Hindoo college, and the other 
members are elected from the higher classes of 
European functionaries at Calcutta. The secre- 
tary, alone, has a salary of 500 rupees a month. 
The general committee is a superintending and 
controlling board : every member has a right to 
make proposals, -on ■which the majority decide. 
Sub-committees, consisting of three members, 
are formed from it, and have the care of the 
finances, the choice of books and instruments, and 
the appointment of teachers, subject to the approval 
of the general committee. 

The general committee, in its report to Lord 
Auckland in tho year 1835, states, that it is en- 
deavouring to estond, to confirm, and to improve, 
the basis of the system, and that it contemplates, as 
soon as there aro sufficient means, “ to establish in 
every village of the country a school, ■where in- 
struction shall be given in the native language." 
When a school has been found to answer in flio 
principal stations, tho committee ^rill fonn o college, 
and take care that the professors and tc-ndicrs shall 
reside in the •vicinity of their respective spheres of 
action ; for -which purpose it is intended to build 
houses for their accommodation rent free. In 
every college there shall be a professor of mathe- 
matics, of natural philosophy, and of law ; “ but 
this branch of knowledge,” remarks tho committee, 

“ has to encounter great difficulties from the num- 
ber of conflicting systems -of law, and their com- 
position in so many different languages ; we hope, 
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however, that the law commission will shortly 
furnish us with a succinct and sufficiently com- 
prehenslYc work on Anglo-Indian law, in the 
English and native languages.” 'Tliis being ac- 
complished, every thing would be done to form 
practical officers for the administration of justice 
and finance, so that every Zillah, and cveiy civil 
tribunal, shall have the assistance of one or two. 

With a view of promoting English writing and 
literature, an edition of a selection of the best 
English authors, botli in poetry and prose, was set 
on foot. Besides this, every institution contains a 
lihraiy, for whicli the Bajah Bejai Govind Singh 
alone gave 20,000 rupees, and private persons 
made considerable presents in books. In order, 
however, that the native languages might not be 
neglected, wliile tlie study of the English was being 
pursued, the council caused translations of the 
best English works to be made. The Governor- 
General also declared that the diffusion, of Euro- 
pean. literature and learning among the natives 
was to be kept in I’iew as the principal object, 
without, however, interfering with the instruction 
in the languages of India. It was, therefore, the 
special object of the committee to educate scliool- 
masters and translators, and to give such a direc- 
tion to the seminaries, that the young men might 
be employed in the departments of justice and 
finance. This desirable object was to be promoted 
by scholarships and prizes of books, medals, and 
money, Avhich w'ere to be bestowed upon the best 
scholars in every branch of learning. 
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In the year lS3i% we find the following semi- 
naries already established ; In Cidciitto, an ^Vnglo- 
Ilintloo college, a Mahometan, and aSanscrit college; 
in Benares, an English seminary, and a Sanscrit 
college; in Delhi, an English and on Oriental 
college, and schools at Mnulmain, Ilooghly, 3Ioor- 
shedabad, Bhaugnlpoor, Saugor, Allahabad, and 
Agra. In the same year the followng were es- 
tablished : A medical college at Calcutta, and 
seminaries at Poorco, Gawalmtec, Dacca, Patna, 
Ghazipoor, Meerut, Rojshuhce, Jubbulpoor, Hoo- 
shungabad, Furruckabad, Bareilly, and Ajmccr. 
Each of tlicse twenty-seven institutions were under 
the special superintendence of a committee of Eu- 
ropeans and natives, chosen from among the in- * 
habitants of the district in which the school was 
situated. 

In these schoola were 3308 pupils, among whom 
were 1881 Hindoos, and 593 Mahometans, educated, 
maintained atanexpenseof 25,427?. Gs. Crf. Ofthese 
1818 leanied English, 218 Arabic, 473 Sanscrit, 376 
Persian, and 40 Jlahrattee. If I observe that this 
small number of scholars, from a population of 
73,000,000, is only one pupil out of 18,250 inhabit- 
ants, it must not be forgotten that three times the 
number of children are instructed in other establish- 
ments. Experience, however, had already shown 
at that time that the scholarships, and the grants of 
school-books free of expense, did not promote the in- 
tended object- The committee, therefore, proposed, 
that every boy should provide himself with books ; 
and the plan had so far a good effect, that, in the 
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same year, we find at Manlmain lOG scholars, among 
whom there were 48 Burmese, and 16 Chinese. 
At ilecrut the seminary increased in eight months 
from 19 to 112 scholars ; and at Dacca, whore, at the 
opening of the school, so many children came, that 
it was necessary to hire another house for them, 
a native made a present of 1000 rupees*; and a 
collection made among the natives and Europeans 
amounted to 5000 rupees'. In the Oriental college 
at Delhi there were in that year 197 scholars, of 
vhom 61 hoys, divided into nine classes, belonged 
to the Arabic division : 80 boys, in eleven classes, 
were instructed in Persian ; and 56, in nine classes, 
in Sanscrit. The directors of this institution, in 
their report, mention a scholar wlio did great 
honour to the establishment, and who had tho- 
roughly studied the chief works on the principles 
of Mahometan Jurisprudence; on Mahometan law ; 
on natural philosophy ; on ethics, logic, and on 
rhetoric. 

• Tlve fact, commuiucateU by tbe Hev. J. Weit* 

brecht, gives a pleasing view of the interest manifested by 
another native in the education of youth : — 

“ 1 requested the Hajah of Burdwan for some assistance in 
building an English school in that town. To my surprise he 
presented me with two bank notes, amounting to 1500 rupees 
(ISO/, sterling). The same wealthy indiWdual once attended 
an examination of our orphan and infant schools, and was 
agreeably surprised in bearing the little boys and girls sing and 
repeat portions of Bible history from the prints suspended 
ronnd the school-room; for he, with many of hia deluded 
countrymen, had the idea that females are unfit for, and in- 
capable of, intellectual and moral improvement.” — Translators 
note. 

s 3 
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Tijo result of education on tijc mind and sen* 
timents in Tiengal will be most clearly 6lio%ni by 
some extracts from the best- essays of scholars 
produced on their examination in the jirescncc of 
their teachers. In the Hindoo Colicgo at Calcutta, 
“The Art of Printing” was given as a subject, 
and the prize was adjudged to Kylas Cliandor 
Datt, a scholar of the first class, seventeen years 
of ago. He expresses himself in the following 
terms : — 

“ To preserve from ohiirion tlic religious cere- 
monies, laws, and rono^vnctl actions of sages and 
licrocs, mankind, in the primitive ages of the 
world, had recourse to metre. The simple and 
crude Jaws of the early inhabitants of ancient 
Greece were set to music, and chanted in fairs and 
other pnblic places, in times of fc$tivity and merri* 
ment. But experience taught our barbarian an- 
cestors that oral tradition could hardly be credited 
after the lapse of a few centuries. So many and so 
extravagant were the errors, that crept into unre- 
corded hut genuine liistory, that a more lasting 
monument of their exploits was deemed requisite. 
Amongst the variety of objects with which men 
are surrounded, it is natural that those sliould he 
selected, which are, comparativdy speaking, of an 
imperishahle nature. The decrees of Solon, the 
laws of the twelve tables, contracts, wills, epitaphs, 
treaties, and conventions, were all engraved on 
stone, metal, or wood. Before the invention of the 
Divine Art of Printing, ns it has been emphatically 
called, men were absorbed in the grossest super- 
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Btitjon. Alfred tmd Clmrlemngno, by erecting 
schools find endomng Tnonnstcries, had shed only a 
temporary lustre over the intellectual horizon of 
Europe. The monies being the only instnictors of 
youth, the communication of knowledge was very 
slow and imperfect. Incredible legends, unedifying 
liomilics, and trite expositions of the Scripture, 
were the only learning at that dark period. The 
contracted ideas of the monks, their outward 
austerity, their religious opinions, and their de- 
praved morals, rendered the communication of 
knowledge in their hands utterly unfit. Science 
degenerated into barbarous sophistry, and genius 
remained mute and inglorious in the fervour of 
theological controversy. 

“Printing was invented in the middle of the 
fifteenth ccntuiy, and in the course of a hundred 
years attained its noonday splendour. This 
wonderful invention was at first of a rude and 
simple nature, consisting of whole pages carved on 
blocks of wood or marble.- Tlio formation of 
movable type was a grand step towards its present 
improved state. The clergy, finding it mimical to 
their interests, became its inveterate foes. They 
attributed its origin to the prince of darkness; 
the thunders of the Vatican were directed against 
it ; it was called the great dragon, the antichrist 
foretold in sacred liistory. But still it flourished. 
It soared ivith unwearied wings far above the 
artillery of malignant monks. Ere a century 
expired, Europe saw the embers of learning in a 
blaze, saw the expiring lamp relumed, wtnessed 
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the decay of popery, of abject despotism, and a 
material change in . the habits and opinions of 
mankind. In short, the invention of printing made 
a complete revolution in the human mind. Happy 
is it for mankind that it has -withstood all the 
artifices and hostility of its selfish opponents. Had 
it been strangled at the very moment of its existence, 
had some dreadful fatality, some unaccountable 
intrigue checked its growth, in -what a state -would 
the world have been now ! 

“ The "world has been filled with such an infinite 
number of idle books, tending to increase the love 
of pleasure, of dissipation, and of vice, such trashy 
articles have gone abroad, aoiongst -which can be 
numbered the present essay, that instead of in- 
structing, they distract the attention of mankind j 
such heresies have been propagated, such private 
scandal has been published, that -n’c cannot but 
lament that with so glorious an invention there 
should hare been -wedded such injurious conse- 
quences. But the advantages far outweigh the 
disadvantages. What though there h.as been on 
infinite number of worthies? publications? What 
though there has been apartiol jHii^'creion of morals 
and primitive piety, -what though there have bccii 
wanton inno-vations togratiiy the avarice, tlic vanity, 
or the misanthropy, of hungry, foolish, and -nicked 
men I The extensive general beneficial effects on 
morality and religion "will endear it to the latest 
posterity I The erils will pass away in the triumph 
of time, of civilisation over barbarism, of truth 
over falsehood. Three centuries only Iiave clapscrl 
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since the invention, iind hchold the mighty conse- 
quences. Is it possible that from a commencement 
BO feeble, there 1ms gone forth a progress so steady, 
an expansion so pgantic, a benefit so glorious ? 
During the middle ages, the universities, the 
monasteries, and the libraries only of the great, 
contained books. But now behold the splendid sa- 
loons of the lords of hundreds of manors in England, 
and the hut of the poor cultivator of one acre of 
ground, and tell me whether or not you will find in 
both the works of Scott and Lardner. The inven- 
tion of printing, then, may be deemed the most 
glorious in the annals of mankind. May angels 
continue to hover over its safety, and may that 
God in whose hands arc the issues of all things, 
perpetuate to us the inestimable boon, which, 
through the agency of some obscure men of Ger- 
many, he has bestowed, and continue to render it 
the happy instrument of exposing the enormities of 
kings, of the heinousness of private individuals, of 
the diffusion of knowledge, and the increase of 
civilisation I ” 

In the College at Delhi, " The Advantages of 
Education ” was given as a subject, and the prize 
adjudged to -Umed Singh, a youth who had been 
only three years and four months in the school. 
He says, — 

“Education is the art o,f cultivating the mind, 
and of rectifying the affections and dispositions of 
the heart. It stores tlic mind with the knowledge 
of n great many arts and sciences, and fills the heart 
with a due sense of what we owe to God and man. 
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“ "WTaen we look -at our own country, how can 
•wc avoid being touched -with a sensation of regret 
and pity. 'WMle other nations provide foreign 
countries with innumerable useful things, the in* 
liabitants of India arc unable to supply their own 
wants. It is nnivereally acknowledged, that ne- 
cessity is the mother of invention, but the poor 
Indians are proper examples for the reverse. They 
do not exert their minds to produce something that 
is useful, nor stir their Jiands to make something 
which theystandin needof. They rather squander 
their time in play than devote it to study, and 
starve in want rather than be useful. Hero wo see 
a great many native gentlemen of noble fomilics 
reduced to the brink of statv’ation, and yet they 
never exert their bodily or mental powers. But 
let me ask you, can these miseries be imputed to 
their idleness ? no, their idleness proceeds from the 
want of a good education. Had they been taught 
to know the advantages of industry, had education 
excluded from their minds the blind and super- 
stitious belief of predestination, and taught them 
to consider the value of that time which might 
have produced a very noble equivalent, had it not 
been thrown away, I am certain they would not be 
so despicable a body of men. I cannot conclude 
this essay without observing, that a man tvithout 
education is but a mere animated bemg, or (if I 
may say) a living stone cut into a human figure: he 
appears as a man, but in reality is only a few steps 
above the brute creation in the scale of codstcncc. 
lie can do good ncitherto liimsclfnor to tlic society 
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lie lives in. lie can ncitlicr l)c Tcligious nor 
virtuous. lie may, pcrliaps, be possessed of some 
brilliant endovrments of nature, but they arc like 
pearls lying hid at the bottom of the sea, ■wliich it 
is not in his power to fetch out and mate them 
shine with proper lustre.” 

In the year 183G we find already 30 institu- 
tions for the education of youth, attended by 
3298 Hindoos, G70!Mabomctan3,and 198 Christians, 
of whom. 3511 received instruction in English, 881 
in Sanscrit, 256 in Arabic, and 358 in Persian, at 
,'the total expense of 35,519?. 11s. The committee 
insisted, that every boy, who at all possessed the 
power, should procure his onm school books, be- 
cause by this means many useful books came into 
• the hands of the people, and the regular atten- 
dance at school was promoted. A great obstacle 
to instruction was found in the many holydays of 
the natives ; so that a schoolmaster at Ajmeer com- 
plained that there had been twenty-one holydays 
in two months. The deficiency in able teachers 
was sought to be remedied by enlarging the classes 
in which teachers were trained ; but one great draw- 
back was occasioned by the circumstance that many 
children left school before their education was com- 
pleted, because the parents wanted their assistance. 

The committee were also much to be commended 
for the care evinced in the improvement of the 
physical powers of the pupils, by giving instruc- 
tion in gymnastic exerrises, and by providing that 
the younger children should not sit in'thc school 
so long as the elder. 
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In the year 1837, tvc find 38 institutions, in 
^vhich there were 170 teachers and 519G scholars. 
At that time the expense of one scholar in the 
Arabic school at Calcutta, per month, was 15 rupees, 
9 annas, and 7 pice; in the Sanscrit college, 11 
rupees, 2 annas, and 1 .pice ; in the colleges at 
Delhi and Agra, between 8 and 9 rupees ; but in 
the schools at Allahabad, only 1 rupee, 8 annas, 
per month. 

In the following year, there were in the presi- 
dency of Bengal seven colleges and 33 schools, in 
which 100 professors and teachers^ and 1 15 Pundits’, 
(teachers of Hindoo law) and Moulavies (teachers 
of Mahometan law) were engaged. They were 
attended by 6727 scholars, and cost 38,179/. 11s. 
The siibjecta taught in the colleges were, mathe- 
matics, book-keeping, engineering, architecture, 
drawing, sun'oying, mechanics, etiiics, n.itural phi- 
losophy, chemistry, jurisprudence, technology, his- 
tory, geography, and poetry ; in the preparatoiy 
schools, reading, writing, grammar, geography, and 
tlie "first rules of arithmetic, were taught in the 
English and native languages. The desire of being 
instructed in English became so predominant in 
consequence of the situation which the best scholars 
obtained in the service of the state, and of private 
persons (thus in only one year forty scholars of 
the College of Delhi obtained situations), that Per- 
sian and Arabic were quite neglected. In the 
province of Assam, as ardent a thirst for know- 
ledge was manifested as there was in Europe in 
those ages when learning revived. Yet out of 100 



EDUCATIOK.- — SCHOOLS. 


269 


cliildren of an age to go to school in Moorslicdahad, 
only 8 came ; in Burdwan IG ; in Behar five ; in 
Tirlioot only 2 ; and in Arracan many of the in* 
habitants considered education as a mark of slavery. 

In the year 1838, there ivcre forty^four schools 
and colleges in the following places ; in Bengal, 
at Calcutta, the Ilindoo-Sanscrit Jlcdical College *, 
and the I»Iadrcssa ; *at Hooghly, the College of 
Mahomet IMohsin, a branch school, and a school 
for young children ; likewise schools in Seedapoor, 
Tribanny, TJmerpoor, Jessore, Dacca, Comillah, 

• Chittagong, Dinajpoor, Bancurah, and Bauleah ; 
in Orissa, at Cuttack and Midnapoor; in Assam, at 
Gowahottyj in Arracan, at Akyab and Ramrec; 
in Behar, at Patna j two schools at Bhaugxilpoor, 
Arrah, Chaprah, and Maulmain ; in the district of 
Allahabad, at Benares a college and a seminary ; 
schools at Ghazipoor, Allahabad, Saugor, Jubbul* 
poor, Hossingabad, Azimghur, and Gorruckpoor; 
in the north-western provinces, a college at Agra, 
a college and institution at Delhi, also schools at 
Bareilly, Jleerut, Furruckabad, and Ajmeer. In 
these establishments there were 6550 scholars, viz. 
4952 Hindoos, 1400 Mussulmans, and 198 Chris- 
tians. The expense was 38,179Z. of which only 
a little more than 24,000^. sterling fell to the pro- 
vinces of Bengal and Agra, which alone bave a nett 
revenue of nine and a half millions sterling. 

• Dr. Goodeve and Mr.Frederi<^ Slount have especially ex- 
erted themselves to promote and improve this institution, -which 
is already placed on an c<jaal% with the better class of medical 
colleges in Europe. 
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It appears from the report of the committee to 
the Governor-Genera}, that the ^rcrc beginning 
to attend scliool at an earlier age, yet, notwith- 
standing every effort, the higher and middle classes 
manifested less interest in education ; and it appeared 
extremely important to form n respectable class 
among the natives, acquainted with the English and 
native languages, who inight'liavc a favourable in- 
fluence over their le^ educated fellow-countiymcn. 
In drawing up a uniform plan of instruction, it was 
intended to take care that the master should 
tench well, tuid not too much, and that he should* 
hdlucnco the minds of his scholars, os well os 
promote their intellectual advancement j and cor- 
poral punishments were prohibited, but rcwortls 
■were to be given, as well for moral rectitude as for 
improvement in learning. During Ibo last year 
of their stay in the colleges, the scholars were to 
bo chiefly instructed in practical subjects which 
are of the most frequent occiurrence in India. It 
was found difficult to retain many pupils of the 
liighcr classes, because they left the colleges as 
soon as they fhouglit themselves capable of filling 
some small situation under the government or in 
tlie service of private persons. To remedy this 
inconvenience, a trifling gratuity was given to the 
best scholars of the lower classes ,* and those scholars 
in the colleges who most distinguished themselves 
by their diligence received every year, after the 
examination, a gold medal, and those in the schools, 
a silver medal. The general committee was like- 
wise careful for the’ erection of convem’ent school- 
houses, with airy ajiartments and shady play- 
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grounds ; and to every superior institution a 
museum of natural liistory and a model room were 
■to be attaclicd. 

In the years 1840 to 1842, there were seven col- 
leges and 33 schools under the superintendence of 
the general committee, which cost 5G,843r. In the 
Medical CoUege at. Calcutta, the monthly expense 
for each scholar, in the years 1840 and 1843, vftis 
- respectively* 58^ and 51 rupees ; in the Hindoo 
CoUege, -0 rapccs, 2 annas, and C pice; in the 
Sanscrit college, 11 rupees, 15 annas, and 7 pice ; 
but in severM of the lower schools, not quite 2 
rupees. The total number of boys in all the schools 
was 7391 5 viz. 5435 Hindoos, 1507 Mussulmans, 
240 Christians, and 209 of dUFcrent sects, who 
were instructed by 87 head masters, among whom 
were two professors of the university of Cambridge, 
and 233 under masters. 

In the year 1843, there were 10 coUeges and 
41 schools, which were attended by 8609 scholars. 
If we add to this number the 900 scholars of the 
General Assembly's institution at Calcutta, we have 
only one scholar for about 10,000 inhabitants ; on 
wliich, however, it must be observed, that the female 
sex receive no education in India. If we adopt the 
estimate of Mr. Adams for some districts, as ap- 
pUcable to the whole presidency, we shall have for 
every 100 boys, above five years of age, 15^ who 
receive instruction in the schools. 

* Iq the Report it was 73 rs. 10 on. 4 pice per head, hut this 
was to the exclnsiou of the lower school ; tho students of which 
should haye been brought in to diminish the average cost 
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To tljis statistical view, I wll adJ a iuw ol>- 
scn-ations which occurred to me on ray visit to 
several of these institutions. It has unfortunately 
hitherto been vary apparent that most of the boys 
attend the colleges and schools only in the prospect 
of obtaining a situation, and that the majority 
belong to the lower classes; for, with tljc excep- 
tion of Calcutta, people of rank and fortune do not 
send their children to school.* Scholars who have 
raised themselves above the general mass by their 
intelligence and virtue stand alone, and abandoned 
in their oviTI families and In society ; and they feel 
themselves unhappy and discontented if their Iiopes 
are not realised. 

On the foundation of the Medical College at 
Calcutta, Dwarkanath instituted an annual prize 
of 2000 rupees, for three years, for the best scholar, 
and expressed himself, in a letter, as follows s — “ Jly 
own experience has taught me that no motive is 

• In the Protestant S&ssioiu in Bengal, before aUaded to, 
Mr. Weitbreclit says, — 

“ tVe hare just heard the gratitying new’s that a wealthy 
Brahmin, in the city of Benares has lately given up his son 
into the hands of one of our misaioiiaries, with these remarkable 
words : " I feel convinced, sir, aflet rending your holy Shasters, 
that they contnin the true religiim. I hare not the power to 
come up to the purity of its precepts, but here is my son 5 take 
him as your child, feed him at jonr table, and bring him vp a 
Christian.” At the same time he made over the sum of 10,000 
rupees (JOOO/.) into the hands of the missionary, to defray the 
expense of his son’s education. This event is a new era in the 
history of our North Indian missions; the effect of it will be 
incalrnlahle iy>on the minda of the Hindoos at Benares ; a 
greater blow baa never been inflicted upon the stronghold of 
idolatry.” — Transfa/or^s natt. 
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more powerful with the natives tliati pecuniary 
rewards, and I am convinced that the difiiculties 
\viU vanish in proportion ns young men arc en- 
couraged in this manner.” This frank and sincere 
acknowledgment clearly intimates the motive which 
induces many parents to send their children to 
school; but, on the other hand, it is not to he de- 
nied, that occasionally a thirst for knowledge and 
a desire of improvement lead the youth to school. 
Thus, in the Hindoo College at Calcutta, I tact 
viith the only son of distinguished and wealthy 
parents, of Assam, who by his ardour for improve- 
ment, and his good moral conduct, was honourably 
distinguisiicd among bis coUegiates. Two scholars, 
in the Hindoo College at Hooghly, had likc^vise 
devoted all their energies to the study of astronomy, 
and, from their own scanty means, had themselves 
made the requisite instruments for observing the 
stars with small magnifying.powers, indeed, but 
answering the purpose. 

Boys of all ages, above seven, and of eveiy re- 
ligion and caste, from the highest Brahmin to the 
lowest Shoodra, are found in these schools. Tlie 
scholars themselves make no distinction whatever 
on this account, though, in order to avoid givinn- 
offence, there is a regulation that if the parents or 
children of the higher caste should insist upon it, 
a child helonglng to the lowest caste must he re* 
-moved from the institatiou ; hut such a case has 
never occurred. Only in children of the highest 
caste of the Brahmins a partial separation is made 
when they take their meals, which are brought to 

VOL. n. , T 
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them by servants of their own caste. ' These boj^ 
then retire to n place appropriated to than, where 
they sit down apart from tl>cir fellow-scholars. In 
other respects, they live together in a familiar and 
friendly manner, both in and out of school. Al- 
most all the scholars of the higher classes are mar- 
ried, but it is seldom that one of them lives with 
his wife, who as yet is betrothed to him. Jlost of 
them are too young, in fact, they are sometimes 
mere children, and they seldom form a household 
cstablisliment till they have obtained a situation. 

A very striking fact among the boys, especi.'iUy 
the children of Hindoos, is their quick compre- 
hension, their intellectual activity, and their love of 
European learning, especially metaphysics and the 
belles lettres. Of ten children of the higher classes, 
you will find nine who are fond of poetry, and 
hare made themselves familiar rdth the best poets 
of England. With^this passion for. poetry, how- 
ever, they find it difficult to make verses, though 
they arc inexhaustible io ideas for poetical sub- 
jects. In tlie other branches of learning, particu- 
larly mathematics, histoiy, and geography, I find 
as mucli knoirledge among the scholars of the 
first class as among our first class at the Gym- 
nasia. 

It rejoiced -my heart, and surprised me not a 
little, when to ray question, “ In what country is 
the education of the people the most advanced 
I was answered, “In Prussia;” with a tolerably 
correct statement of the method pursued. These 
youths comprehend, with far greater facility than 
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our young men, propositions and mct.nphysical 
theories: they are persevering and indefatigahlc, 
and grieve much when their attendance at school 
is interrupted or forbidden them. "Wlien 1 visited 
Mohained Mohsin’s College, at Hooglily, the scholars 
of the higher class had presented a petition against 
the numerous liolydays, but at tbe same time re- 
quested the removal of a teacher, whom they de- 
clared to be incompetent. This little conspiracy 
■was of course strictly inquired into, and the insti- 
gators were to be removed from tiic College. In 
all the schools ■which I visited, the boys of all 
classes unhesitatingly expressed their satisfaction 
at remaining in the school till six o’clock in the 
afternoon. 

Though it cannot be doubted that there are 
boys of remarkable talent among tlie scholars, it is 
equally true, that no men of distinguished emi- 
nence have arisen among them. They appear like 
tropical plants, ■which rapidly arrive at maturity ; 
they attain their physical and intellectual perfection 
too prematurely to be ■vigorous and durable : they 
ore tall and slender, but their nerves and muscles 
are -^veak, and they have no stamina. It is evi- 
dent, that among them brilliant schoolboys seldom 
enter into life as eminent men ; and it is to be 
feared, that the mind of the Bengalese will never 

Tnuch activity. The few exceptions, -among whom 
Rammohun Roy cannot bo wholly excluded, are dis- 
tinguished only as Hindoos, and would never have 
been considered great men in our o^wn country. 
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This indolence and apathy which comes over them 
with manhood, and which must be mainly attri- 
buted to the climate, is the melancholy cause why 
so many of the j’oiing men, when they enter upon 
active life, become indolent^ vain Baboos, whose 
whole efforts are directed to the acquisition of 
money ; for a very small number only pursue their 
studies after leaving school. Some of them obtain 
situations under government, ns deputy collectors 
with a salary of from 1 50 to 400 rupees per month ; 
others become teachers, merchants, clerks in great 
commercial houses, or secretaries to private wealthy 
individuals, with monthly salaries from 200 to 
COO rupees. In general, Ije who has obtained an 
office and dignity has not only to provide for his 
parents, but is also espccted to maintain the whole 
family. Tins circumstance was very character* 
istically indicated by on exceedingly* Jiopeful boy, 
in the Hindoo College at Calcutta, who, on ray 
asking him who his parents were, and how they 
ruaintained themselves, replied, “ Sly father sits at 
home, and does nothing; but I have n brother 
in office.” 

A very important question is, "Wliat influence 
has education produced on the religious sentiments 
of the Indians ? It has hitherto appeared that 
the young people grow up as Deists, and, in some 
cases, have even converted tlicir parents and 
relations to deism ; yet, mth ^•ely few exceptions, 
neither they nor their families Iia\'e neglccte<I the 
religious nsagesoftheiranccstors. Their adherence 
to .them, and their great respect for them, seem 
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to be an innate custom, from which 'they cannot 
wean themselves, though they profess their dis- 
beVief in them, nml prefer the Ciiristian religion. 
The case is other\risc with the scholars of the 
General Assembly Institution, which is founded on 
the principals of the Scotch church, and has for its 
object not only the propagation of learning, but 
also of Christianity.* Nine hundred boys arc now 

• Captain Von Orlich appears not to have seen, or to have 
received anj authentic information respecting the numerous 
missionary Echools in India, or lio would certainly have noticed 
them, as well as the admiraWc Scotch school under the care of 
Dr, DulT. lie wovdd then, perhaps, have heon inclined to 
entertain more favourable opinions of the progress of Chris* 
tlanity in India. However, to complete in some measure the 
interesting detail on education which he lias given, we add a 
summary of the schools under the Church missionary Society 
up to April, 1844. 

Calcutta. A»ft> Noirrn India Mission. 

Commenced 1816. 

'KUssion Establishment. 

24 Europe.an missionaries. 

I IndO'British missionary. 

1 European catechist and schoolmaster. 

« 10 Indo-British catechists and schoolmasters. 

117 Native catechists and teachers of all classes. 

2 Indo-British schoolmistresses. 

4 Native schoolmistresses. 

Summarj/ 'of the CateuUa North Indian Mission. 


Stations - - . . . - 10 

Communicants 044 

Attendants on public worship - - , . 2180 

Seminaries g 

Seminarists 204 

Schools - - - - - *45 

T 3 
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instructed in this institution, which was founded 
only in 1830, and is maintained by the benevolence 

Scholars : 


Boys - - - - 

- 2155 

Girls * . 

- 265 

Youths and adults 

- 373 

Sexes not distin^shed . 

■ 40 


2S33 - 

2IA.DIUS A^'D Soorn India AIission. 
CommeDc<:d in 161^. 

Mission Estahlisluacnt. * 

1 Clerical 8 ecretar 7 . 

19 Earopcon missionaries. 

1 Indo'Eritisli missionary. 

8 XTatlvc missionaries. * 

* T^Enropenn cateclusts and schoolmasters. 

1 In<lo«BritIsU catechist. 

832 Natire catechists and teachers of oil classes. 

Sumjnari/ of the Madras and South India Slisstou. 
Stations 13 

Coznmuaicozits 2103 

Attendants on public worship ..... 13995 

Seminaries 3 

Seminarists 99 

Schools ...... 194 

Scholars : 

Boys ...... 43rS 

GirU 1081 

5457 

Boubat akd "WEstEns India BIijsion. 
Commenced 18ih>. 

Mission £etaUi^llmcDt. 

6 European missionaries. 
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of tiic Scotch church, nnd of private persons. It 
consists of a school department, and of a college ; 

l European catechist and schoolmaster. 

20 Country-bom and native schoolmasters. 

Summart/ of the Bombay and JVeitem India Mission. 
Stations 2 

Commumcanls at Bombay . - - - , - 3 

Schools " * “ * ■ - 20 

Scholars : 

Boys - - ' - - 8S2 

Girls 2 

884 

Hiualata lillSSIOK. 

Commenced 1844. 

* Missionary Establishment. 

1 European missionary. 

1 Enropean catechist. 

Summary of the Himalaya Mission. 

. Stations - • - - - - -I 

Schools • - - - - - -1 

Scholars — boys - * - • - -18 

Cei^s Mission. 

Commenced 1818. 

Mission Establishment. 

9 European missionaries. 

2 Native ndsslonaries, 

1 European lay-agent. 

104 Native catcchifits and teachers of all classes. 

18 Native schoolmistresses. 

Summary of the Ceylon Mission. 

Stations 4 

Communicants igg 

T 4 
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the first has seventeen classes: in the latter, the 
course of education occupies four years. I here 
heard from tlio lips of the scholars, how tlicy 
estimated flic ‘Christian religion above all others 
in the world, and considered Hindooism as idolatry. 
At ‘an examination, the following subject was 
proposed, “ The ‘Comparison of Christianity and 
Hindooism,” which was answered by one of the 

pupils in the foUo^ving manner: 

“ The theology of the Hindoos recognises in 


Attendants on public worship 

SeTuinarioa 
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^liepcrt a/ the Church Societyt 2844. 

With respect to the probable effect of the preaching of the 
Gospel in India, the following remaid^ by the Eev. J. Weit. 
brecht will be found interesting and encour.iging : — 

“ I do not calculate the result of the labours in Bengal bo 
much by the number of those wc haVe baptized, as by the moral 
impression which Christian truth has produced among the 
people. It is true, that of three or four thousand who have 
beard the preaching of the Gospel, only a few comparatively 
have been converted to Christianity ; but most of those young 
men have carried home with them a clear knowledge of the mos 
important doctrines of ChrUtianity, and have thereby obtained 
a decided conviction in their dwn minds tiiat our religion 
contains sound and saving truth, and that the very groundwork 
of Hindooism is made up of lies and falsehood j that the one 
darkens and deteriorates, while tl»e otlier improves and sanc- 
tifies the heart." — Translator's note. 
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theory, as its supreme God, a being without . 
attributes or nloral feeling, who is ncitlier our 
Creator, Preserver, nor Governor. In fact, tins 
theology is supernatural absurdity. According to 
this, naan must leave the world, go into tjie jungles, 
and become an inactive being, no better than a 
stone. If every one were to aCt in this manner, 
no children would be bom, and the world would 
be destroyed. How can we compare it with 
Christianity ? Christianity raises man to his proper 
dignity — to glory: purifies his moral nature, and, 
instead of obliterating the properties of man, 
sanctifies and purifies them; in a word, converts 
an immoral, weak, sinful world into a paradise, 
animated by enlightened, purified, and sanctified 
human beings, who live together in endless and 
undying love in joy and happiness. Popular 
Hindooism is the mother of ignorance, of super- 
stition, of vice, impiety, and misery: it is the 
grossest idolatry'. Neither this nor the former 
can be compared with Christianity.” 

Dr. DutF, who conducts this institution with 
indefatigable ‘zeal, and \vitb rare deVOtedness and 
self-sacrifice, had the gratification, some years ago, 
of seeing two of lus scholars of their own accord, 
and against the '>rill of their parents and relations, 
publicly embrace the Christian religion. But na 
soon as the news was spread among the people, 
most of the parents kept their children from 
school. So great, however, was the desire for 
knowledge and instruction, that Dr. Duff had the 
pleasure of soon seeing the number of his scholars 
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complete again ; and not only the sons of inferior 
castes and poor parents, but even those of Brahmins 
and rich persons, desire to hear the v-’ord, of tlie 
Lord. A Hindoo scholar of the first' class con* 
eluded his essay on the Influence of soiwd general 
Knowledge upon Hindooism with th^ following 
words : — 

“ The resplendent Sun of Revelation hath darted 
forth to the eyes of benighted India. But, alas 1 
alas! our countrymen are still asleep — sfiH sleeping 
the sleep* of death. Rise up, ye sons of India, 
arise, see the glory of the Sun of Righteousness; 
Beauty is around you; life blooms bi/forc you I 
why., why will ye slec^ the sleep of death ? And 
shc^ wc who have drunk in that beauty — "rro wlio 
have seen that life — shall we not awake our poor 
countrymen? Come what may, ours bo the 
part, the happy part, of arousing from slumber, 
slumbering India.” 
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Aaps, a eabstitutc for bread, used in India, i, 127. 

Abd.ir, the, duties of bU office described, i. 48. 

Abdool Mulilc, i. 86. 

Abjiainio, notices of, i. 26. 

A^ccs, tbe, some partical&rs respecting, i. 164. 

Aden, bay of, i. 27. ii. 230. 

* ' town of, remarks on tbe inhabitants, &c., ii. 231.* 

— — , its rapid and increasing prosperity, ii. 233. 

Administration of ciril justice in the different governments of 
India, obserratioos upon, it. 120. 
iEncas, classic oasociations relating to, i. 8. 

Abbasys, tbe, or Kaloom, i. 86. 

Afghan princes, introduction of four, to tbe Governor-General, 
i. 207. 

African coast, approach to the, i. 8. 

Afteb, notice of the town and neiglibourhood, L 17. 

Agra, departure for, ii. 39. 

, arrival at, ii. 42. 

, its position, inliabitants, tnulc, &c., ii. 42, &c. 

— — , ruins In tbe neighbourhood of, il. 49. 

, description of the fort of, iL fit. 

— — , orphan asylum at, ii. 56. 

, prisons in, U. 67. ^ 

, administration of justice in the government of, ii. 121. 

Ahmed Shall Doorance, i. 88. 

Agriculture and agriciiltunil implements in India, ii. 71. 
Alimcdpoor, entry into, L 138. 
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AliiHpilpoor'llUTo. town atnl fortiflcAtion*, I. 132. 

Alialo'*s Jonit* notice* of, i. 217. SJI9. 22!>. 

AUliar i!ia (5 real, notice »if the rotnaret* crcctcil b/ blm -to jerve 
tlic inirjKi'c of tnilc.*ti>ne«, i. 270. 

- - » •"•ptilchrc of, in tlic ticinit/ of Apro, ii. 

■ ' ■■— > ifwription of tin* rmn* of Kuttcliiwr, for* 

mcriy !i5* rc«Mcncc, Ii. 61. 

■ Ms ball of acitlccncc, Ji. 6.5. 

- jwlftcc* of his llircc wive*, ii, 65. 

■ tbc Great of, ii. C6. 

Akbar Sbali, crei^ of IVIlii, notice of, ii. 20. * 

Allure, mins of, ICC. 

Alltthab.id, RCo;*raplilcal and <Ii**cri{>ti%’c notices of. ii. 117. 

I , con»l(lerT<I n* a place of pilgrimage; "itli some in* 
stances of superstitious infatuation, ii. 118. 

', fort an^l arsotmt of, it. 118. 

— > iwbaWt.snta, Ac. of the cUj', if. I ?P. 

■ ■■ , remarks on the admioistration of justice in, ii. ICO. 

■ ■ ' , excursion* in the ncipUbourboo-l of, Ii. iCC. 

Allgliur, town of, ii. HI. 

- , tomb of Stiati Kliasro at, H. ICH. 

Alwar, tlic Rajah of, visit to, ii. 12. 

Alexander the Orcat^ references to, in connection with tlic 
Indus, i. 116. S3G. 

Alexandria, entrance into the harbour of, i. 12. 

.. — notices of, t. 13. 

Alligator pond, visit to one at Maggar Talao, or Peer JIunga, 
i. 81. 

Alligators in the Tndu*, some observations respecting, i. 1 15. 
Amceo-ud-Dowlah, prime minister and favourite of the king of 
Oude, remarks upon his character, ii 109. 

Ameers, the, i. 89, tte. Remarks on their preserves for hunting 
the babiroussa, 86. Treaty of commerce whb, 88. The 
Author’s presentation to^ 108. 

, defeat of the, by Sir Charles Napier, at IIj derab.nd, ii. 

197. 

Amritsir, i. 162. 

itncientf ttmrds; dbsvnjriAVnr c/" offOK; av* diSiggui" jJlnlftj; 

Manga, i. 85. 
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Angelo, Captain, comraanilant at Bellii, ii. 20. 25. 

Anglo-Indian army, tho, Us siiporiority, i. 239. Ucmarks on the 
Hindoos and Sepoys, of which it principally consists, 240. 
Their strong attachment to their oflicers, 242. JIcmIc of 
raising soldiers, 243. Discipline of, 244. Reciprocal good 
feeling between the native and the Kuropcan troops, 245- 
The great expense of the Anglo-Indian army ns compared 
nith the European armies, 248. Observations and stric- 
tures on ataff ” appointments," 250. Difiicultics connected 
NTitli the situation of a general in tbc Indian army, 252. 
Mode of lifu of European oflicers, 253, 8<c. 

Antelope bunting with leopard?, description of the mode em- 
ployed in, i. 2G1. ii. 74. 

“ Arabian Kights," the, the scenes of, realized in the splendour 
of the court of Shore Singh, i.*224. 

Arabs, historical associations relating to, i. 6. 

Architectural ruins, notice of some in the vicinity of Lahore, 
•with obser\-ation8 respecting them, i. 211. 

Arsenal at Delhi, visit to, ii. 16. 

Arthur, Sir George, Governor of Bombay, festive reception of, 
at POonali, i. 66. 

Artists, native, i. 206. 

Astronomical Tables of blahomct Shall, notice of, ii. 20. 
Astronomy, patronised by the kings of Oiide, ii. 100. 

Atlas, Mount, i. 8. 

Audience of the Maharaja Sberc Singh and the British em- 
bassy, at Lahore, particulars of, i. 214. 

of leave, i. 231. 

of the King of Oucle, particulars of an, with observa- 
tions on his character, &c., ii. 103. 

Aurengzebe, notice of, i. 88. 

■■■' ■■■', his mosque at Mathuna, ii. 79. 

Auningzebe, mosque of, at Benares, ii. 130. 

Ayah, the, i. 50. 

B. 


Bahatshy, the, i. 49. 

Bab-el-Mandeh, passage through the'ptraits of, j. 2G. 
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l]al»iroii««a, tlic, i. 90. Iltmtin" this nnimn] the fa\oiirite 
of tlio Ainccra of SiiiJe, i, 97. 

nnli(^, \ilIago of, i. J55. 

Ilflkkwlcm, i. 151. 

Ball, account of one given l>y the go»crnor-gencml of India to 
tho crnliassy from Lnhore, i. 202, 

I!anni.a, tho com-cimndlor oflndi-a, i. 3-1. 

Barrackpoor, the purnmer \illa of the go» cmor-gcncml, il. 191. 

B.-irr, General, notice of, L -I-l. 

Batclian, i. 115. 

B.attj«wall.a, the, i. 37. 

B.atuta, Tim, the traveller, hia account of ancient Delhi, ii. 3. 

B.iynilircs of India, some notices of; olncrmtioni upon them, 

5. 67. 13a 217. 

> they generally conatituto the fir«t prcpont to visitors 

to IiKlian courts*, J. 22G. 

- at Lucknow, it. 104. 

■ — at Benares li. 131. 

Bazars of Indio, descriptive notices of, 1. 32, 33. 

-■ of Lahore, i. 2 17. 

Bqec, the, or Indian ichneumon, curious particulars rr«j>eet{ng, 
n. U2. 

Belooche morriage, festivities and ceremonies connected witli, 
i. 127. 

Belooche?, the, i. 89. Resemblance Iwtwccn their manners and , 
those of tho Jeivs, i. 94. 

— Wiirlike, i. 103. 

Benares, city of, geographical and descriptive notices of, ii. 126. 

, population, &c. of, ii. 128. 

, remarks on, os a seat of learning, ii. 131. 

— bazars of, ii. 131. 

, the Gyan-bapee, or sacred fountain, at, ii. 132. 

, Hindoo temples at, ii. 133. 

, the observatory at, account of Its origin, ii, 134. 

, SIosijuc of Anrungzebe ii. ISa * 

^ avemge temperature a^ ac«>rdiag to the observations 
of Mr. Prinsep, ii. 140. 

Bentinck, Lord William, Governor-general of India ; treaty of 
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•“navigation and commerce entered .into ijy liim with Kun* 
jeet Singli, i. 168. 

Berenice wiir*stcaracr, i. 25. 

Bengal wpoy, tlic, observations re*«i»ccting, in connection nitli 
the Anglo-Indian army, i. 241. 

Bliauda, rencontre with a gipsy hand at, i. 153. 

B]iawulkhan, ambassador of the, .his introduction to the go- 
vernor-general, i. 207. 

Bhawulpoor, i. 131. Geographical position, protluctjons, trade, 
and population, i. 14G, ?cc. 

Bltawul Klian, i. 138. 

I- description of his palace, i. 142. 

— I- his court, i. 143. 

Bhurtpoor, the Rajah of, ebaroctcristic notices of, ii. 10. 

— ■ ■ •, visit to, i. II. 

, state of, statistical and historical particulars respect- 
ing, U. 08. • 

■, touTv of, ii. 71. 

Bickanecr, the Rajah of, some notices of his family and terri- 
tory, ii. 8. 

Bin Cassim, his warlike operations, i. 80. 

Bickanrec, Rajah of, tlic govemor-genemrs visit to, ii. .33. 

Block Tonm, of Bomb.iy, descriptive particuUrs of, 5. 33. 53. 
Bhats and Charans in the west of India, their sacred character, 
ii. 158. 

Bodlah, arrival at, i. 155. 

Bollcau, captain, notice of his theory of the snow-lino on the 
Himalaya, t. 195. 

Bombay, the author’s arrival at, i. 29. Description of, i. 31, 

• &c. Slarinc force of, i. 33. Population, i. 41. 

, presidency of, observations on the administration of 

justice in, ii. 120, 

Boodhlst temple near Point de Oallc, visit of the author to one, 
ii. 222. 

Botanic garden at Calcutta, description of, ii. 194. 

Bnihmins, the, particulars relating to, i. 58. 

, their .superiority over all other castes in India, il. 250. 

British empire in India, the question considered — “IVliat is 
tiic best boundary for the British empire in India?” i.’235. 
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BiikkttT, f. 1 18. 
linlftfe, i. 10. 

Bull, tlip, ooneiilPreil ftisrcd by tlie inndons i. 1G5. 

Biinlwnn, i11«trict of, tlcscription of iti bcEiutieiS li. 170. 
iJurke-Cboky, ^ iHapp /. 27«. 

Biirnps Sir Alexautlcr, his reception by Runjeet Slnsh, i. IGS. 
Bufcljor’s Island, ». 33. 55. 

Byliisli, tlio, i. 4G. 

“ Byron of iJic East," the {ManaeJejy CarsetjyX account 
of, i. GO. 


ex 

CadU, ncpount of a hurricane off the Bay of, li. 2'1 1. 

Calcutta, departure from Benares for, ii. IGG. 

' . description of the road to, from Iloeshly, H. 174. 

- — geographical and statUtical notices of, li. 1 76. 

' > population and climate of^ u. 177. 

, particulars respecting the Bengal Club at, li. 179. 

~ — , description of tho citadel of Fort IVilUoa, ii. 183. 

■ I , the mint at, H. 184. . 

-- column erected in honour of General Ochteriony at, 
il. 185. 

, - trade and naral force of the presidency, IL 194. 

, botanic garden at, ii, 195. 

, particulars of domestic life in, ii. 196. ' 

Callandas, Shnii All, tomb of, i. 27]. 

Cwsar, classic associations relating to, i. 8. 

Cairo, i. 20. Slare-markei at, i. 20. Jilatlbouse, i*21. Citadel, 
i. 22, , 

Callco-prtDtor, the, of India, f. 36. 

Calliani, beautiful waterfalls at, i. 63. 

CameX its great value, i. 93. 

Camel-riding, i. 81. 

Candle-maXcr, the, of India, i. 37. 

Cape Trafalgar, i. 5. 

Carli, cave temples of, i. 6.5. 

Caranja, i. 32. 55. 

Carpenter, the, of India, ». 35. 
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CaiSvansarj* at Garrali, i. 101. 

Carthago, ancient, reference to, In connection witli the Bay of 
Tunis, i. 9. ' 

Cashmere sliawls, raanufactare of, at Lucknow, ii. 111. 

Caste, indications of its declining inftaence in India, ii. 172. 
Casics, the different, in India, Ijow accounted for hy ^Icnu, ii. 
250. 

Cave temples of Carli, i. 6.5. 

Cawnpoor, journey to, ii. 81. 

, arrival at, ii. 85. 

Ceylon, arrival, and description of, on the homeward voyage, ii. 
219, 

Chagaris, the, i, 229. 

Chandkaur, the Ranee, Ijcr accession to the throne, and her 
government, i. 176. 

Chatmi-Khan Bigot, cordial reception at, i. 137. 

Charans and Bhats in the west of Intha, notice of, ii. 15S. 

Char Baugh, or Four Gardens, in the vicinity of Bhurlpoor, ii. 
72. 

— menagerie at, U. 73. 

Chenanb, the, i. 160. 

Cheops, pyramid of, splendid prospect from its summit, ii, 237. 
Cholera, ravages of the, 76, fie. 

Choudurreo, i. 137, 

Chouree hurdar, the, i. 47. 107. 

Christian religion, the, discussion between a converted Brahmin 
and a blahoiaetaa priest, concemiog, ii. 7. 

Christianity, tho great difficult of iatroducing it among the 
Hindoos, ii. 253. 

Chuprassy, the, 5. 46. 

Church Missionary Society, statement of its ministers, schools, 
&C., ii. 277. 

Cingalese, the, particulars respecting, ii. 120. 

tlieir reverence for the cocoa-nut tree, ii. 225. 

Cinnamon plantation in Ceylon, visit to, ii. 224. 

Clarke, Mr. George, ambassador at the court of Lahore, notices 
of, i. 257. Great respect paid to him, i. 264. 

Claude Martin, Major-general, founder of La ilarliniere at 
Calcutta, historical notices ii. 99. 

VOL. U. D 
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Cleopatra fteanicr, h 27. 

Cobra «Ie capclla, tlie, power of tlie tiatlvca of India over, i. 59. 
Cocoa-nut tree, reverence of the Cingalese for, ii. 225. 
Colabali, i. 32. 42. 55, 56. 

Colleges of educ.ition in ^dla, entrateration of, ii. 260, S<c. 
Combat of animals at Char Baugh, near Bhurtpoor, ii. 73. 
Commercial treat; between Banject Sineb and the English, i. 
168. 

Confectioner, the, of India, i. 34. 

Constantia, the p-nlacc o? in the vicinitj of Lneknow, notices 
of, ii. 93. 

Coottub-iEnar, the, in the vicinity of Delhi, ii. 26. 
Corn-chandler, the, of India, i. 34. 

Cotton-beater and eotton-treaver, the, of India, I. 36. 

Court, General, commander of the Sikh brigade notices of, 
i. 203, 206. 223, 229. 

Courts of law in India, observations respecting, li. 120, &:e. 
Crocolo, ancient, 1. 79. 

Customs national, their unaltered character in India, i. 159- 


D. 

Dahir, account of his encounter with the forces of Bio Caasiai, 
and his death, i. 86, &c. 

Dahl-Bechnewallaj, the, i- 37. 

Dandee, i. 131. 

Dawk bungalows or houses of refreshment, in India, ii. 38. 
Dapooiy, 5, 68. 

Dawk, mode of travelling by, in India, ii. 38. 

Deeg, palace at, ii. 76. 

Dewan Kias, or chief hall of andience, in the palace of the 
Great 3Iogul, description ii. 22. 

Dead, burning of the, in India, some particulars relating to the 
custom, i. 57. 

Deists among the Hindoos, Ihdr tenets, i. 1C3. 

Duties worshipped by the XUndoos, ii. 246, &c. 

Dellii, emperors of, ruins of th^r palace, i- 160. 
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T)c\lu, ruins near, i. 278. 

I entry into, ii. 2. 

— — , ancient, ii. 3. 

, llie incxlem city of, ii. 4. 

Celebration of the feast of Moharraro at, ii. 14. 

, naerclandisc of, ii. 15. 

, printing-office and arsenal at, ii. IG. ' 

— visit to the ruins in Uic neiglibourhood of— the Fcrozc- 
Cotelah, &c., ii. 17. - 

, reflections suggested by a view of the ruins of, ii- 18. 

, — , vist to the observatory at, ii. 19. 

— , notices of the reigning king of, ii. 20. 

. — , temperature at, ii. 35. 

Denvish dance, the, i. 217. 

Desert, journey through the, i. 23. 

Departed souU, notions of the Hindoos respecting their future 
destination, i. 270. 

Deree, the goddess, patroness of the Tkngs in India, i. 144. 
— , temple dedicated to, near Calcutta, ii. 145. 

Dheean Singh, his eiogular devotion at the funeral pile of Lis 
sovereign, i. 171. 

, account of his obscure origin, and subsequent 
elevation, i. 173. 

■ - - , his warlike preparations, i. 197. 

Dhpolpoor Bary, rajah of, lus visit to the Governor-General, 
u. 30. 

Dido, classic associations relating to, i. 8. 

Dilkusha Park (The King's Delight), at Lucknow, ii. 100. 
Division of the day, the mode adopted by the Mahometans, 
ii. 180. 

Divorces, the custom of India relating to, ii. 63. 

Domestic life in Calcutta, ii. 196. 

Domestic servants of India, particoiara relating to, 46, &c. 

Duff, Dr., principal of the General Assembly’s Institution, 
notices ot7 lY- 2H4'. 

Dum Dum fthc “ "Woolwich” of India), account of an excursion 
to, ii. 189. 

Durbar, the, i.'200. 
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Durgagund, village of, InlwuM of CliriRtian JiiisMonn’rk's i«it 
ii. 137. 

IJuntw*, llic, 5. 46. ' 

Dwarknnath Tagore, n <list)n^irhe«l llmtloo^ notices of, ii. 181. 
■ . , Tijit of the author to, Is. 18G. 


K 

East Imlin Company, dircetora of the, their anxiety to intro* 
duco and encourage education among the nati>e population 
of India, ii. 251. 

East India Company's army, particulars of, 246, ke. (See 
** Anglo-Indian Army.*) 

Education in Indio, results of, UluatnteH bf extracts frooi Tnao 
Essays of no tiro scholars ii. 262. 

, effects of, on the rcltgioos scntiocDtsof the natires; 
the question considered, H. 276. 

Egypt, and the peculiar customs of the East, i. 13. 

Egyptian boatmen, i. 13. 

■ ■ villages, description of, i. 15. 

Elcphonto, i.3I. 

Elephant battery, ii. 190. 

combat at Lucknoftr, it 94. 

park, i. 70. 

, the, its important uses in India, i. 184, Remarks 

upon its present conditiou ia India, 272. Its present 
haunts, 273. Various methods of capturing and taming, 
273, Great age to which it attains, 274. Peculiar cha- 
racteristics of, 274. Great veneration of the natives for, 
276. 

, the, and the tiger, L 27S. 

EUenhorough, Lord, governor general of India, his public entry 
into Ferozpoor, i. 186. 

- his negotistiosa with Sbera Singh, L 197. 

— . 1 - — — , grand ball given ly him to the embassy from La- 
hore, i. 202. . * 

■ ' , his visit to ftince Perthaub Singh, i. 203. 
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Kllenboroiigli, Ix)rd, presenta tolum from Pritice IVrthaub and 
other Indian chiefs, h 203. 

, , ^*13 present at a rcviw of the Sikli brigade, i. 205. 

. ■ - II », presents from liim to prince Pcrtliaub, and to his 
officers, }. 20G. 

■ ■ I, breaks up the camp, and departs for Delhi, 207. 

■ . 1 .., entry into Delhi, and flattering reception, il. 2. 

Ellis, Sir Henry, letter to Idm from C. 3. Richardson, Es<^., re* 
latire to the celebrated gates of Somnauth, i. 193. 

Elphinstone Institution, tlie in the presidency of Bombay, 
notices of, il. 234. 

Embassy from Sherc Singh to the Governor General, i. 199. 

to Lahore, i. 210. 

England and India, observations on the political position of, 
i, 250. 

English ofllcers in India, their difficulties, mode of life, &c., 
i. 232, &C. 

— — , the, great influence of, over the minds of the natives, 
i. 2G4. 

in India, testimony to their hospitality, ii. 36. 

— government in India, remarks upon, ii. 37. 

■ literature, encouragement of, in Indio, means adopted 

• to this end, ii. 239. 

- schools established by the government of India, account 

of, h. 235. 

Etimadaula ud DowloL, tomb of, ii. 50. 

Euphrates, steam-boats on the, 33. 

European soldiers in India, their general character delineated,' 
i. 244. Reciprocal good fecUog between 'them and the 

• native soldiers, 245. Great mortality wliich prevails among 
the European troops, 243. Observations upon discipline, 
245. 


V. 

FaVirs, the, their maaDCrs and habits, i. 68. 174. 

Falmouth, harbour of, arriral in, on returning from India ii 
242. 
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Feroze-Cotelali, thcj some particalars respecting; and notices 
• of some other remarkable columns, ii. 17. 

Ferozpoor, arriral at, i. 157. Description of its present con- 
dition, 180. Camp at, 187. Keccption at, by the Governor 
General, of Hecra ^agh, as ambassador from Iishore, 197- 
Grand review at, 201. 

Festivities, Indian, description of, i. 67. 

Ficus Indica, remarkable properties of the, i. 277. 

Field of Panipnt, i. 272. 

Fire, globe singular phenomenon witnessed by the Author, 
i. 8, 

Fort of Agra, or Akbarabad, description of, iL 51, 

Port of AUababad, d^riplivc notices of, ii. 119. 

Fort St. Goa, 1 . 5. 

Fort WiHiani, at Calcutta, descriptive notices of, ii. 183. 

Fortune, instances of the sudden changes oi^ in India, i. 2J1. 

French, the, historical associations conoected witli, i. 8. 

Furrahbashk, or Place of Pleasure, the palace of the Ung of 
Oude at Xiucknow, ii. 106. 

Futtehpoor, arrival at, i. 266. 

, description of the taiios of, ii. 64. 

, the great mosque at, U. 66. 

Funeral at sea, i. 28. iL 229. • 

Funeral pile, description of, and remarks on the custom of 
burning the dead, i. 57. 


G. 

Ga^^r, river, i. 264. 

Ganges, superstitions connected with, ii. 135. 

, watcr-l^arcrs from the. ii. 85. 

Gnrn-Kakote, i. 129. 

GaraunJfl, singular feats performed by a native woman at, L 
270. 

Gardener, the, of India, !. 4G. 

Gardens and mosques in the vicinity of Agra, ii. 50. 

Garrnb, village of, i. 100. 

Ghouls, the, a flight of stfjw «> calle»l o»> the iMnt.* of the 
Ganges, frequented by pilgrim* and devotee*, ii. 13i. 
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Gliazi u(l deon Ilyder Shall, sepulchral inonumeuC of, ut Lock 
now, ii. ni. 

Ghizeh, the pyramids of, visit to, ii. 235. 

Gliooroos, the, priests of India, i. 164. 

Ghauts, the, i. 31. 60. 62. 65. 

Gholaum All IGian, i. 89. 

Ghooroo-Govind, chief of the Sikhs, his character and reforms, 
i. 1G3. 

Ghoorur, the, notice of, in connection witli the liistory of Sindc, 
i. 88. 

Gibraltar, straits of, i. 6. 

, description of the town and fort, i. G, 7. 

Gipsy party, a, i. 153. / 

Globe of fire, singular phenomenon witnessed by .the Author, 
i.’S. 

Goa, Fort St,, i. 5. * >• 

Gods, multiplicity of, \7orshippcd by the Hindoos, ii. 24G. 
Goldsmiths of Delhi, excellence of their productions, ii. 16. 
Gongah, village of, i. 102. 

Goomty, the, ii. 92. 95. 

- ■ ' description of tlic scenery along and from the banks of. 
«. 113. 

, Got-Ifur-3Iahomed, I. 152. 

Government House at Bombay, description of, i. 32. 

. Governor-General, palace of the, at Calcutta, descriptive notices 
of, ii. 185. 

Grand Mogul, palace of, particulars relating to, ii. 22. 

Grand review of troops at Lahore, in honour of the British 
embassy, 1. 227. 

Gyan-Cai>ee, the sacreil fountain of, ii. 132. 

Gymnastic performances of the natives of India, i. 59. 


ITajeepoor, i. 153. 

Hall of Audience, description of that of Akbar the Great, ii. 
65. 

Hannibal, classic nssociatious relating tn,. 8. 
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Har-GktvjntV ’conduct of the Sikhs under him, and their dis- 
persion, i. 163. 

Hamish, i. 26. 

Hasuree Bagh, the, some particulars respecting, i. 213. * 

ITeckeries, 'description ol^ i. 62. 

Heera Bangh, i. 69. 

Seem Swgh, particulars of hia embassy from Shere Singh to 
the Goyeroor General, i. 197. His interest in the affairsof 
Europe, i. 225. 

Heyet-Kekote, i. 130, 

Himalaya, the, notice of Capt. BoUeau's theory of the snow-line 
on, 1. 195. Regarded ns a place of pilgrimage by the 
Hindoos, i. 267. 

Gurjous anecdote of a Hindoo, in connection with, i. 
267. 

Hindooism, indications of its decline rince the time of Menu, u. 
244. 

Hindoo'princes, their reign in Sinde, 1- 86, /tc. 

■ ■■■ hanker, a, visit of the Author to the summer-house of, 

ii. 113. 

■ ~ - festival, account of a, u- *88. 

— - — saints, i. 57. 

temple, noUce of on oocient, ne.ir Allahabad, ii. 1 19. 

■ ■ — temples, 5. 57. ii. 133. 

Hindoo Bow, ii. 10. 

— striking observation <ft, i. 201 . 

HioJocs, i. 27, 28. 

cliarncteristica of, L 39. 

in Sinde, i. 01. 

, remarks upon, in connection wlih the Anglo-Indian 

army, i. 240. ' 

- - — , their veneration for Ibc elephant, and i>uj>cr5lltious 
notions rchlive to their being the repoyiloriea of departed 
souls, i. 276. 

— — — , their charactoristie lisbits, in Connection with the Bi\cr 
Ganges i*. 134. 

, religion of the, its promiaeBt clutrscter, li. 213. 

great difficulty of introdudng among them the in*fi- 

tutions of Chri'iianity, it 253 
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Hindoo?, tbeir notion? of a futore state of existence, and of tlic 
natare of its rewards and punishments, ii. 250, 

— — — Castes, or classes, among them, ii. 250. 

Hindostan steamer, the, description of, and ohsen’otion? on the 
new communication between India and Europe, ii. 203. 
Ilooghly, excursion on the, at sunrise, ii. 193. 

• , description of the river, ii. 209. 

-Ilookaburdar, the, i. 47. 

IIooH, the, a festival of the Hindoos, ii. 167. 

Hoomaioon, Emperor, visit to the tomb of, ii. 31. 

Horse-racing in Indio, i. 196. 

Hospitality of the English in IncUa, testimony of the Author to, 
ii. 36. 

“ House of Joy," the summer palace of.the Moliarajo,'!. 233. 
Hunting party near the Ravec, i. 232. 

Hunting the antelope with leopards, mode of, i. 261. 

Hiigel, Baron von, on the subject of the best boundary for the 
British empire in India, i. 235. 

Hurricane, account of one, off the Bay of Cadiz, ii. 241. 

“ Hyde Eark,” the, of Calcutta, ii. 182. 

Hyderabad, i. 90. Landing at, 107. Description of, 110. 


I. 

Ibrahim Khan, i. 149. 

Ibraliim Pacha, his English taste, ii. 236. 

India considered as the school for military commanders, i. 249. 
— , remarks on its political position with respect to England, 
i. 250. 

— , observations on the administration of justice in the dif- 
ferent districts of, ii. 120, &c. 

■■ travelling in, i. 125. ii. 37. 

In(Uan bazars, descriptive notices of, i. 32, 33. 

. ' common life, notices of, ii. 101. 

court, an, i. 143. 

- — - customs, Uieir unaltered character, remarks on, i. 159, 
festivities, description of, L 67. 
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Indian princes’, nature of their presents, i. 203. 

> respect paid hy them to the Governor General, 

ii. 7, ' ■ . 

Indian jugglers, wonderful tricks performed hy them, i 59- 
Indus, the, steam-hoats on, i. 33. 

, navigation of, i. lOS. 

, alligators in, i, 115. 

, considerations respecting, ns the proper boundary for the 

British empire in Lidia, i. 235. 

Instmetion, observations on the two systems of, adopted in 
India, ii. 254. 

Island of the Tombs, i. 1 19. 122. 


J. 


Jailuni, the river, i. IdO. 

Janima Sfosque, the, at Delhi, considered by the Ufahomctans 
the wonder of the worlil, H. 5. 

Jamma Mos/]ue, tli^ at Affru, il. 53. 

Jeejeebhoy, Sir Jamsiijeo (a wealthy Tarsco), interesting notices 
of,i. 38. 

Jehaogir, tonvb of, i. 219. 

^ particulars respecting liiin, I. 223. 

Jibbol, 5. 2G. 

Jhytpoor, Eajah of, account of hi» investiture, ii. 30. 

Jctecph’8 rnlacc, near Cairo, i. 2 
Journey through iJie Desert, I 23. 

tlirpiigli the Sihli States i. 239. 

Ju'^’lcfs, Indian, wonderful irichs ^•c^f«^nc^l by them, i. 23. 
Ju'mrtha, classic associations rtdating to, L 8. 

Jumna, the, ii. 3. 25. 

Justice, obscn'ntions on the administration of, in India, ii. 
120, fee. 

Juts, the, or peasants of SinJe, historical particular# of, i. 92. 

■ . , singular mode of pro«ccnting their ngricultural purtufe*. 
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K. 

ICalec, or JIurnca, the goGdeas of tlic «nall-poi in tlic Carnatic, 
tlic cliief object of adoration among llic Fansigar?, ii. 
149. 

Kaloora, tlic, or Abbaays, aovcrcigns of Sindc, i. 88. 

Kampulj, i. G5. 

Ivandalla, or IGndalla, i. 63. C5- , 

Kamaul, the town, cantonments, ?tc., i. 2G8, 269. 

Kashmir, its government contrasted with that of SfooUan, 

. i. 1G2. 

■ ■■■ — , the women of, remarks upon, L 218. 

Karam Ali, i. 89. 

Kassimkee, i. 154. 

Katta-Ke’ilasta, i. 132. 

Khaunpoor, 1. 135. 

ICeythul, description of the town, citadel, palace, he., i. 265. 

, bazars of, i. 2C6. 

Kemay-Kekote, i. 153. 

Khanghurli, i, 153. 
lihy.poor, i. 147. 

Khyrpoor, L 00. Situation, inhabitants, &c., i. 152. 

King Fateh Khan, notice of, illustrative of the Budden changes 
of fortune in India, i. 211. 

Eng of DelU, notices of the present, ii. 20. 

Erkee, i. 68. ' 

Ete-makcr, the, of Indio, i. 36. 

Kohinoor, the, or “ hlountain of Light," i. 223. 

Kotiali, i. 115. 

Eethryos, the, or warrior caste of Hindoos, ii/ 252. 

Kulan Cote, ruins of, i. 103. 

Kurrachee, i. 78. 

IfL’an'iflk Il£3,'cnfrwfi2n, -gatfeawr ^ttTgeeV Sin^i, some 

. ttccoimt of, L 174. 

Kurtn Bhojah, the sect ofi particulars concerning them, ii. 171. 
Kusboor, i. 162. Some particulars of the citadel and town, 
• 5. 209. 258. 
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Labore, notieea of, i. J62. 

> negotiations of tl>e court of, trith tite Governor General of 

India, L 197. Smbassj- to, L 210. Arcliitectural rains in 
the neighbourhood of, it. 21 1. Description of the city, 217. 
Grand rerieiv at, 227. Audience of Icsre, 231. The 
Shalihmar, 233. Return from, 258. 

Lai Shah Baa, tomb of, i. 116. 

Language of Sinde, its eilreme paueitj', i. 97. 

Life on 8hip*board, description of^ i. 4. 

Lizard, the, used os food b 7 the natives of Sinde, i. 184. ti. 

Logan, Dr., tuperintendant of the poor-house at Lucknow, no- 
tices of, ii. 103. 

Lobar, the, i. 35. 

Lucknow, dejtarture for, it 87. 

- arrival at, and de8Cri|>tion of the city, ii, 92. 

I - , , account of an elephant combat at, ii. 94. 

- visit to the king’s gardens at, ii. 96. 

- - - - account of the king's private inewa and stud, ii. 07. 

^ particulars respecting the paUce of Constantin in the 

neighbourhood ot^ ii. 98. 

- the observatory, with remarks on the patronage af- 
forded by the kings of Oade to astronomy, and their moti res, 
ii. 100. 

, account of the Husan Aba<] at, iL 10], 8cc. 

visit tcv and description of the bazars of, JI, 104. 

Lnkeeke, 5. ISt. 

LuUeana, village of, i. 209. 258. 

, visit to the poor-house at, with remarks upon tJie 

establishment, ii. 105. 

, sepulcliral monuments and gardens at, ii. 1 1 1. 

, the menagerie at, n. 111. ^ 

, Shah-b(anzil, the, or Bang's House, i. 112. 

Lunatic Asylum at Cairo, founded by Bfchemet A!i, ii. 238. 
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Macdoom, i. 154. 

M‘iIal;on, Sir Thomas, gcncral*in-cliief, i. 65. 

Mad-housc at Cairo, i. 21, Singular treatment of patients 
adopted in, i. 22. 

Haddock, Hr., military secretary to Lord Ellenlmrougli, notices 
of. i. 206,207. 204. 257. 

Madras sepoy, the, observations respecting, in connection with 
the Anglo-Indian army, i. 241. 

, presidency of, observations on the administration of 

5naticc in, ii. 121. 

— — — , arrival at, from Calcutta, ii- 213. 

— , geographical situation and population of, ii. 213. 

■■ , thc'Citndel, or Fort St. George, ii. 213. 

■ ■ , characteristics of the inhabitants, ii, 214. 

■ — , statue erected to SirTliomas Slonro on tlie Esplanade 

at, ii. 216. 

JIafra, monastery of, i. 5. 

Slaggar Tatao, alligator pond at, i. 81. 

Hnhadeo'(God of Dcatli), temple of, i.*63. 

Maliarajaii, presents from the, to the Britisli comp, i. 212. 

^laiili, the, 46. 

Hatimudle Canal, navigation on the, i. 15. 

Mahomet Shall, notice of his observatory and astronomical tables, 
ii. 20. 

Mahomet the Ghaznivide, i. 88. 
hlahrattas, the, i, 88. 

Maiiometan division of the day, ii. 180. 

JIahometans, observations respectmg, in connection with the 
Anglo-Indian army, i. 240. 

• , tlieir want of respect to their dead, ii. 28. 

Malabar Point, i. 32. 41. 54. 

Malt.i, description of, i. 9. 

Malwah vllL^e of, 1. 260. 

Mamelukes, the, rcfercBco to their destruction by Mehemet Ali, 
Mamoo-Kote, i. 136. 
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JIniigo, tlic, ftf i. GO. 

Marringr, forms of, in India, ii. CO. 

, ceremonies eonncctcd wftli, ii. 62. 

Jl/or/iHierr, Zfl, nt Cnlcutt.i, account of Its foundation and ob- 
jects, ii. 99. 

Martin, Mnjor-geneml Claude, notices of, in connection with the 
pal.aeo of Constantin, near Lucknow, ic., ii. 99. 

Jfanrnrecs, tiie, i. 39. G4. 

Mathura, tiie reputed l>irtli*plaec of Krishna, ii. 78. 

, its population, trade, liuildings, &c., ii. 79. 

Mausoleum and tamlx, passion for, prcralcnt in loclfa, ii. dP. 

Jfeannee, the, i. 119. 

Rre<iical College at Calcutta, notices respecting, ii. 272. . 

Mcer Futtch AH, i. 83. 

Jlccrpoop, i. 00. 

Wchemet Ali, notices respecting, i. Id. 19. 22. ii. 232. 

Memdot, i, 133. 

Memphis, nuns of, i. 22. 

Menagerie at Cliar Baugh, necr Bhurtpoor, ii. 73. 

of the king of Oude, at Lucknow, ii. 111. 

Wcrchandi«fl of Delhi, partJcolara respecting, i. Jfi. 

Meyer, Baron, i. 185. • 

Mews, the, of tlie king of Oude, Wsit to, u. 97. 

Sliani, the, 1.93. 

Minarets erected by Akbnr tbe Great, notice of, i. 270. 
Minnesingers of Sinde, i. 108. 

Mint, the, at Calcutta, particulars respecting, ii. 184. 

Missions in India, notices respecting them, ii. 272. 

ILtan, i. 90. 

MitHc-walla (confectioner), i. 34. 

Slocha, i. 26. 

jroltarram, the feast of, ii. 14. 

, general festiritj on the last day of, ii. 17. 

Alola, the, i. 66. 

Monastery of Mafra, i. 5. 

Moguls, their reign in Sinde, i. 88, fte. 

Mohunke, i. 156 

hlon'oon, 1 . 28. Destructive effects o£ 61. 

Monuments, sepulchral, at Lucknow, ii. 111. 
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^looba, tlic, i. 66. 

Moobaretpoor, i. 128. 

JIooclicc, the, i. 35. 

llooltan, i. 162. Its government contr.a«tcil wUU tlmt of Kash- 
mir, 162. 

Mootee mosque, the, at Agra, notice of, ii. 53. 

Sloossa Klmn, i. 139. 

Moresby, Captain, results of his 8ur\'cy of the Mahlivc Islnntls, 
- ii. 227. 

Mosque, the great, at Futtchpoor, ii. 66. 

Mosque of the Emperor Aurengzebe at Mathum, ii. 79. 
Mosques and gardens in tlie vicinity of Agra, notice of, ii. 50. 

“ ilountain of light,” the famous diamond in possession of Sherc 
Singh, i. 220. 

Multiplicity of gods acUtvovrledged by the Hindoos, ii. 246. 
Murad Ali, 5. 89. 

Musical taste in India, i. 226. 

Slussulmans and their devotions, i. 16. 25. 

^lyrensis or Luris, 1. 108. 


N. 

Nadir Shah, notices of, t. 88. ii. 6. 

Nanich, founder of the sect of the Sihhs, i, 1G2. 

Napier, Sir Charles, notices of, i. 66. 68. 75. 

, accident to, at a rocket trial, i. 81. 

, his defeat of the Ameers at Hydrahad, ii. 

197. 

— — , hts brilliant victory in Sinde, ii. 201. 

Narni, the, i. 128. 

Nas«cccee- Baugh, the, one of the gardens of the Kin" of Oode, 
ii. 96. 

Na«scer Ivl»an, i. 111. 

Na5»ccr ud-cliti llyder, lus splendour and luxury, ii. 97. • 
Nassocr uA Bowloh, scpulclire of, at Lucknow, ii. 102. 

Native artists i. 20G. 

Natal discipline, remarks upon. i. 10. 

Navigation of the Indus, 5. J06. 

on the Nile, i. IG. 
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Nicoll?, Sir Jasper, i. 182. 

Nighlitigalc, tJio rnilian, •' ihe bml with a thousand soncs.” ii. 

J82. - 

Nile, navjcrntion on the, i. 16. - 

Nizan-udwleen, marble tomb of, ii. 33. 

Koorpoor, i. M7. 

Note from U.'iron row Huge), relatirc to {)ic best boundary for 
the nritish empire in India, i. 235. 

Nott, General, notice of, i. 195. 

, his reception by the King of Omio as ambassador, ii. 04. 
— — his presentation of the Author to the ICing of Oucic, ii. lOJs 
Nou Nehal Stngli, his hostility to the Knglislj, i. 175, 

- ■ — his tragical death, i. 175. 

Nowshulmr, i. 134. 

Noufjehatt, tomb of, i. 221. 

■» her humble origin, i. 221. 

'■ , romantic circumstances in her life, 1. 222. 

her retirement from public life, and death, i. 223. 


Obserratory at Delhi, ruins of, tfae author’s visit to, il. 19. 

- — ■ at Lucknow, and observations on the patronage 
given by the kings of Oude to the science of astronomy, 
If. JOa 

I — at Benares, notice of, ii. 134. 

OchterlOny, General, column erected to the honour of, at Cal- , 
cutto, ii. 185. ^ 

Officers, European, in India, their ^(Bcultics, mode of life. Fee., 
i. 252, 4c. 

Omiades, the, i. 88. 

Opium, description of the mode of gathering, ii. 123. 

Orphan asylum at Agra, particulars respecting, ii. 56. 

Oude, the king of, historical notices respecting him and his 
dynasty, ii. 88, &c. 

, account of his garden^ private mews, &c., ii. 96. 

— , presentation of the author tc), ii. 105. 

, observations on liis person and character. See., ii. 103 
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Oiule, sovereigns of, tlieir taste for splendour nud luxury, il. 97. 
, vizirs of, historical notices concerning, il. 88, 



Paddy-bird, the, i. G2. . 

Padahah-Daugh (or King’s Garden), at Lucknow, visit to, ii. 9G. 
Padshah, xnosciue of, i. 217. 

Pagodas, visit to, i. 58. 

Pajaike, i. 156. * 

Palace of the Grand itogul, visit to, and description of, ii. 22. 

— ' M — of tho Bhawul ^an, description of, 5. l38. 

■ of CoQslanlia, near Lucknow, notices of, il. 98. 
Palanquin, travelling in a, in India, ii. 39. 

Panlput, some particulars relating to tho town and oeighhottr- 
hood, i. 271. 

, field of, I 272. 

PantcUaria, island of, i. 9. 

PonwcU river, the, i. 62. 

village, i. 02. 

Parcil, i. 41. 60. 

Parhutty, i. 69. 

Parsees, the, characteristics of, i. 38. 

I - •, their devotions, L 57. 

, method of disposing of tlicir dead, i. 57. 

Pattala, tho ancient, supposed site of, i. 100. 

Pattaugh'walla, the, i. 36. ^ 

Peacock throne of the great Hoguls at DeUii, i. 226. 

Pigeons, great numbers of, in the city of Lucl^now, ii. 94, 
Ph^ne, the, its dreadful ravages at Cairo, ii. 23g. 

Poetry, passion for, evinced by the Hindoo students, 55. 274. 
Point do Gillie, Ceylon, nrrhal in the liarhotir of if, 219. 
Police, the, in the districts of India, ik 57. 

position of England and India, observations upou, i. 

Pollock, General, notice of, i, 19o. 
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Poonab, L 59. 

■ , description of, i. 6 J. 

• ■■■ "» festive reception of Sir George Arthur at, i. CG. 

Poor-houso at Lucknow, notices of, ii. 105. 

Pompe/’s Pillar, i. H. 

Population of Bombay, i. 41. 

Presentation to the Ameers, i. lOS. 

Presents from Shore Singh to the Gorcrnor»CenerflJ, account 
of, i. 199. 

' — ■ from other rndian chiefs, f. 203. 

Present to tJjc Queen of England from the chief of Lohort^ 
description of, »• £<M. 

— — from the Go^'omor-G^ncral of India to Prince Perthaub 
and his followers, i. 206. 

■ I from tho Jlahamja to the British camp, i. 212. 

■ from Runjeef Singh to the Author, i. 212. 

Preserres of the Amecra for hunting the babiroussa, remarks 
upon, i. 96. 

Prinsep, Mr. James, notice of his deciphering the inscription 
on tho FerorC'Cetelah, ii. 17 . 

Printing^otfice at Delhi, visit to, ii. 16. 

Prisons in India, ii. 57. 

“ Protector of tho Stars'* — a title assumed by the Sovereign of 
Oude, ii. 105. 

Prussia, king of, singular celebration of Ids birth-day, i. 131. 

■ testimony of a Hindoo student to the progress of edu- 
cation in, ii. 274. 

Pulahsbery, i. 121. 

Ponca, the, i. 60. 

Punjab, the, i. 168. 

, geographical position of, 1 159. 

. , warlike' preparations in, 197 . 

Pyramids, the, i. 19. 

Perthaub Singh, some particnlars respecting, i. 200. 

■ . — — ^ Lord Ellenboroiigh’s visit to, i. 202. 

— . , description of bis tent, i. 205. 

1 . .. presents &cnn the Govemor-General to, i. 


206 . 
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Q. 

Queen’s man-of-war, description of, i- 10. 

Queen of England, description of a present to, from the Chief 
of I-ahore, i, 204. 


B. 

Bain, scarcity of, in India, L 80. 

Baja Fatcringh Ivhan, i. 210. 

Biyas, visit of several to the Governor-General, ii. 30. 
RliamnegUur, i. IGl. 

Bam Baugli, in the vicinity of Agra, ii. 51. 

Betcc, i. ISO. 

Ravee, or llydraotcs, i. 161. 213. 

Bed Sea, the, navigation of, i. 26. 

, particulars respecting the, ii. 234. 

, tradition relative to the passage of the Israelites, ii. 234. 
Bcflcctions on the perishable nature of all the works of man, 
suggested by a visit to the ruins in the neighbourhood of 
Delhi, ii. 18. 

Bemmuh, 154. 

Review of the Sikh brigade, account of, i. 205. 

' of the troops of Shere Singh, in honour of the British 

embassy at Lahore, i. 227- 

Richardson, C. J., Esq., letter from him to Sir Henry EUis, 
relative to the celebrated gates of Somnauth, i. 193. 
Rockets, trial of, accident to Sir (X Napier at one, i. 81. 

Rorec, i. 118, 119. 

“ Ro«y month of love" in India, ii. 59. 

Rotas, i. 160. 

Ronsheu ud Doulah, the mosque, ii. 6. 

Ruins of an ancient city in the neighbourhood of Benares, ii. 139. 

— near Delhi, i. 278. Reflections suggested by, ii. 18. 30. 

— - of Futtehpoor, formerly the residence of Akbar the Great, 

ii. 64. 

^ Ruiwalla, tlve, i. 36. 
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Poonah, i. 58. 

- , description of, L 65. 

- — , festive reception of Sir G«>rgc Arthur at, i. 66. 
Poor-house at Lucknow, notices oC, ii. 105. 
rompeya Pillar, i. H. 

Population of Bomhny, i. 41. 

Presentation to the Amcera, I. 108. 

Presents from Shore Singh to the Governor-General, account 
of, i. 199. 

- 1 1 from othcT Indian chiefs, i. 203. 

Present to the Queen of England from the chief of Lahore, 
description of, 1. 201. • • 

- . — from the Governor-General of India to Prince Perthaub 

and his followers, I. 206. 

- — from the Jfabaroja to the British camp, i. 215. 

" I — from Runjeet Singh to the Author, i. 212. 

Preserves of the Ameers for hunting the babirousso. remarks 

upon, i. 96. 

Prinsop, Ur. James, notice of his deciphering the inscription 
on the Ferozc-Cctelab, li. 17. 

Printing-office at Delhi, visit to, ii. 16. 

Prisons in India, ii. 57. 

“Protector of the Stars" — a title assumed by the Sovereign of 
Oude, li. 105. 

Prussia, king of, singular celebration of his birth-day, i. 131. 

- testimony of a Hindoo student to the progress of edu- 

cation in, it. 274. 

Pula fisheiy, i. 121. 

Punca, the, i. 60. . ; 

Pnnjsb, th^ i. 158. 

, geographical position of, i. ISO. 

. - I, \rarlike preparations in, 197. 

Pyramids, the, i. 19- 

Perthaub Singh, Somo particulars respecting, i. 200. 

■ — . X.ord EUenborough's visit to, i. 202. 

, .- 1 description of his tent, i. 203. 

. , presents from the Governor-General to, i. 

206. 
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Queen’s man-of-war, description of, i. 10. 

Queen of England, description of a present to, from the Chief 
of Lahore, i. 204. 


Eain, scarcity of, in India, i. 80. 

Haja Fateringh Khan, i. 210. 

It^as, visit of several to the Governor- General, ii, 30. 
KhamnegUur, i. IGl. 

Earn Baugh, in the vicinity of Agra, ii. 51. 

Eetec, i, 130. 

Bavee, or Hydraotes, i. 161. 213. 

Bed Sea, the, navigation of, i. 26. 

■ , particulars respecting the, ii. 234. 

-I , tradition relative to tiie passage of tlie Israelites, ii. 234. 
Beflections on the perishable nature of all the works of man, 
suggeeted by a viaU to tho ruins in the neighbourhood of 
Delhi, ii. 18. 

Bemmuh, 154. 

Review of the Sikh brigade, account of, i. 205. 

— of the troops of Shore Singh, in honour of the British 
embassy at Lahore, i. 227. 

Richardson, C. J., Esq., letter from him to Sir Henry F.tlia 
relative to the celebrated gates of Soninauth, i. 193. 
Rockets, trial of, accident to Sir C, Napier at one, i. 81. 

Rorec, i. 118, 119. 

“ Rosy month of love" in India, ii. 59. 

Rotas, i. 160. 


Koushen ud Doulah, the mosque, u. 6. 

Ruinsof an ancient city in thenelghhourhood of Benares, ii. 139 

near Delhi, i. 278. Beflections suggested by, U 18 SO 

if «sidence of Akbar tlie Grwt, 


^ Ruiwnlla, the, L 36. ' 
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Kunjeet Singh, i. 164. 

■ ' , his conquests, i. 166. 

, Ills character, i. 171. 

— — , commercial treatj hetwceij him and the English, 

3. 168. 

* •, his death, i. 168. 

• ■, Suttee on the death of, L 170. 

, singular devotion of his minister, Dheean Singh, 

i. 171. 

) his State carriage, i. 227, 


Saadut Ali l^ao, sepulchral monument of, at Lucknow, de* 
BCription of, ii. 111. 

SogUD, i. 264. 

Said Pacha, notice of, L 17. 

Sale hj auction on board ship, ii. 228. 

Sole, General, description of liis camp, }. 189. 

Salsette, 31. 

Salthjn Stahomet Ehan, i. 220. 

Sangeram, 127. 

Saranatb, village of, near Benares, supposed to be the site of an 
ancient city, ii. 138. 

Sassaram, village of, its picturesque situation described, ii. 168. 
Sazec, the Kajah, i. 86. 

Sccnerj between Agm and Delhi, description of, ii. 41. 

Scipio, classic associations relating t<^ i. 8. 

Sczacki-ki, i. 154. 

Sea-life, description of, i. 4. 

Secundra, the sepulchre of Akbar the Great, description of,, 
ii. 53, &c. 

Sefdar Jung, description of bis'inausolcum, ii. 27. 

Sehwan, i. 1 15. * 

Scikclgar, the, i. 35. 

Selim, Prince (afterwards the Emperor Jeliangir), notices of, 
i. 222. ' . 
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Scllogry, tUe> i. 3G. 

Semal, eepulclire of, i. 231. 

Scmat, description of llie tomb of^ 217. 

Sepoys, i. 27. - • 

— , observation Tcspccting, in connection with tlic Anglo- 
Indian army, i. 246. 

Sepulebtal gardens and monwmenta at "Lucknovr, visit to, it. 

in. 

Scpalclao of Sliab Khasto, at AUaliabad, ii. 124. 

SepulcUres in the rvilderness, i. 103. 

Serpents, tricks petformed by the natives of India with, i. 59. 
Shah All Callandas, tomb of, 1. 271. 

Shah A'dam, sovereign of Delhi, some particulars concerning 
. him, ii. 20. 

Shah Dara, descriptive notices of tho tomb end baildinga of, 
i. 219. 

Shah Jeban, notice of, in connection with the Jamma Jdosri«e» 

U. 8 . 

— other notices of, u. 47, 48. 

Shall Khosro, son of Akbar the Great, scpnlchrc of, at Allaha- 
bad, ii. 124. 

Sliah-Manzil, the, or “ lung’s IIousc,” at Lucknow, ii. 112. 

Shah Soojoli, ex-king of Cabook notice of, i. 226. 

Shakspearc, Sir Richmond, notice of, i. 207. 

Shalimar, the, or summer palace of tlio hlnharajah, visit tb, 
i. 232. 

Shamshoudin, Nnwnb of Ferozpoor, notice of, ii. 33. 

Shapoorah, the Rajah of, some particulars respecting him, ii. 14. 
Shash, n Rmhmin priest, some account of, i. 86. 

Shere Afghan Rlian, some particulars respecting him, i. 222. 
Shcre Singli, his accession to the throne, i. 177. 

• , his defensive preparations and negotiations n-ith 

the Governor General, i. 197. 

I presents from him. to the GovernocGeneral, i. 199 

his reception of the British embassy, i. 214. 

— , description of bU person, &c., i. 214. 

, letter from the Governor General to Jiiro i 21 r 

Shikarjtoor, 5. 90. ’ * 

Shipatos, i 127. 
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SJiirs and VisJinoo, chief olgecf? of worehi'p among tiie Hindoos, 
ii. 246. 257. 

ijhoobra, the, descriptioo rf, i. 189. 

Shoe-maker, tlie, of India, L 35. 

Sikh armj, grand reriew^ at Lahor^ i. 228. 

, general observations respecting, i. 228, &c. 

Sikh states, journey through the, i. 259. 

Sikhs, the sect of, i. 162. 

Sinde, disturbances in, Sfune account of, i. 85, &e. 

under the Hindoo princes, i- 86. 

under the Stoguls, I. 88. 

, descriptive notices of the inhabitants of, i. 91. 

i observations upon the language of, i. 97. 

' , brilliant victory of Sir Charles Xapicr in, 11. 201. 

Sirdar, the, i. 46. 

Slave market at Cairo, visit to, i. 20. 

Slave trade, i. 79. 

Sleeman, Colonel, hU opinion as to the descent of the 'I'iiugs of 
India, ii. 144. 

Smiths Indian, t. 55. 

Sobdar HIuio, {. 115. 

Social Ufu iu India, descriptive notices of, {. 59. 

Sohrab All Khan, i. 90. 

Solimatx Fnciia, ids hospitality to the author, ii. 236. 

Sommer, remarkable history of, ii. 204. 

Soraroo, the Ilcgum. interesting particul-irs of her life and 
B'’vontures, ii. 208, Ac. 

Somnautli, the celebrated gates of, i. 192. Letter from C. •!. 
Uichnn1«oii, E.«<]. to Sir Ilcniy liUis rc«pcciing them, 
i. 193. 

■ , ■ , leniplo of, nnrount of its destruction by Mahmoud of 

Ghuzni, i. 193. 

— account of the itDmcn<o treasures found inclo<c<l In 
the idol of Soinnouth, i. 191. 

Sompatlt, tQivn of, 1, 277. 

.Soobar, the, i. 35. 

SouK d<*parte<l, singular notion* of the Hinduoi rrsj-cctlng. 
i. 276. 

Sonlhampion, the author"* cmlmrkatioa at, 1, 2. 
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Spain, cursory remarlca on Ufo in, i. 7. 

Spaniards, the, historical associations relating to, i. 8. 

Sports of the natives of India, i. 58. 

“ Staff appointments ” in Indio, observations and strictures 
upon, i. 250. 

State carriage of Unnjcct Singh, description of, i. 227. 

Statistics of crime in t)ie Fresidendes of Bengal, Jladrivs, and 
Bombay, ii. 164. 

■ ■ ■ of education in Indio, ii. 2C0, &c. 

Straits of Gibraltar, i. 5. 

— ■ Bab*cl*Mandeb, i. 26. 

Suez, i. 25. 

— , landing at, on the homeward voyage, ii. 235. 

Sukkur, i. 100. 117. 

Sumnboo-Kotc, i. 134. 

Sumalka, eharacteristic notices of the peasantry of, i. 272. 
Sunau, town of, i. 260. 

Sunrise in India, magniCccnce of, ii. 2. 

Sunset in India, i. 190. 

.Sutlej, the, or Ilyphasis, i. 161. 

» description the country adjoining, i. 208. 

— — , considered ns tbo boundary of the British empire in 
India, i. 237. 

Sutlierland, Colonel, British resident at Ajmecr, notices of 
ii. U. 

Suttee, the, i. 169. 

Syedccs i- 144. 


Tagus steamer, i. 2. 

Tamarind tree, a remarkable one, i. 85. 

Tanung tbo elephant, vnrioos modes of, i. 274. 

Tanning, process of, in Sindc, L 101. 

Talta, uncertainty of its origin, i. 103. Description of, i. 103. 

Population and their manners, i. 104. 

Taujfl Itlahal, or the Diamond of Seraglios, ij. 44, 

Temperature at Delhi, mctliod of ascertaining, ii. 35. 
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Temple, an ancient Hindoo, near AlLiliabad, u, 119. 

Tliugs, tbe, tbeir formidable diameter, iJ. 142. 

- aacient date of tJt© TTiujgca or Pianjigar i*- 

143 . 

— " extenaiTo organisation existing among them, ii. H4. 

■- ' ' notice of the Tbug’a belief, that be is appointed to bls^ 

worb bj tbe gbddess 1)8x00, ii. 144. 

— temple of Dcveo,.ncnr Calcutta, tbe chief jilace of pil- 
grimage of the Tfiogs ii. 145. 

■ — the JiiraalJbccTJiug^ ii. 146. 

- .. -■ tbe Jfooltanca Thugs, a Jfabometan sect in tbe north 
of India, ii. 146. 

' — I the Chingarces, or Kaiks ; the f^«ea5 j and Uio Kan* 

eigar sect, ii. 147. 

• Hirer Tbug.s on the banks of the Iloc^hl/, peculiar 
bnbiu of, ii. 150. 

.. ntccbixl of tminlog pouth to ibo practidj of Thuggee^ 

n. 151. 

■ ■— ' suporjlilion of, ii. 152. 

»i ■ I sacrid instruments of, ii.>15l. 

1 .1 fiieilUici cii«ting in India for tire pTpciuation of this 
horrid «yi<tein, Ii. 157. 

- — - their grenl aversion toattack Europeans, and iho reason* 

forjl, iL IS*!. 

— — recent IntcUigcneo from India rr'i-reting them, Ik l.lll. 

■ cfTurts on the part of the Ii«gli*h for the si>pi<rv**lon of, 

li. 161 . 

■ - awful extent of t?*cir s^’lnictiru system, »nd punl*!!* 
ment awanlrtl to them, Ik 162. 

Tiger, l!w, 11*0 of tJ»c elephant In hunting, i. ^7.?, 

Tiger Imnl with rh-phant*. an acrtiwnt of an •*t(n»ori!tii4ri(/ 
euce»“*ful one, ik 114. 

Toluvrco held in detestation 1»T Uje {. |fiJ. 

Toll Toitit, k .'.2. 

ToBjItTS, the, i. If/O 
Tomb of Jebanj*5r, k 2lis. 

■ . ■ the I!mr« r»ir 11 riHt it. £2. 

— . — I. Nonrjeiwn, k 221. 

Total's ItUn-l of iIk-. i tf*. IS2. 
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Tooiba and mausoleums, passtoa for, among tUo natives of India, 
ii. 49. 

Tombs of the saints, i. 84. 

Tosliakana, the, i. 199. 

Trafalgar, cape, i. 6. 

Travelling in India, i. 125. Great inconveniences connected 
with, ii. 38. • ^ ' 

Travelling, modo of, tlirough the lioscr^ i. 2.3. 

Treaty of commerce with the Ameers of Sinde, i. 69, 

Tunis, bay of, 9. 

Tuwukkul, j. 154. 


U. 

UreezoodccD, chief physician and political adviser of Uunject 
Singh, his character describcil, i. 174. 

■■ ■ ■ ■■ accompanies the embassy from Lahore to Feroz- 

poor, i. 198. 

“ takes part in the audience between the Alalittraja 

Shore Singh und the Drilisb embassy at Ijahore, i. 215. 

V. 

Valetta, La, ligbthoese of, i. 9. 

Vasco de Gama, i. 237. 

Vedas, the, four great perioils assigned by, to the development 
of tho world, ii. 244. 

Ventura, general, 210. 329. 

VindUaya mountains the, and Volley of the Ganges, notices of, 
ii IG7. 

Vislmoo and Sldva, otvjects of worslup among" the Hindoos ii 
247. 

V’lMt to the Rj^nhs ii. 11. 

V’lrir IGian, tomb of, 217. 

Vizirs of Oude, historical remarits concernin'., ii. gg 
Voyage on the Nile.'l. 17. 

to Sukkur, i. 1 17. 

Vy.nsas, the, a caste among the Hindoos ii. 252. 
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Watch-tower on the Jumna, ii. 3. 

Water-bearers from the Ganges, ii. 84. ‘ 

Water-carrier, the, of India, i. 46. 

Wateifall of CalUani, i. 63. 

Wellington, Diihe of^ remarks on, in connection with the Anglo- 
Indian army, 250. * 

^\n]eox, Jlajor, anperintcndcnt of the ObscrTatorj at Lucknow, 
notice3.of, ii. ,100. . ' ' S 

Winter palace of the Maharajah Shere Singh, visit of the BrhCshv -’ 
embassy to, i. 224. ' 2 . * .■ 

Women of Kashmir, remarks upon, i. 218. 


Yaciit, tlio kiug of Oude'a, inspection of, and remark' on the f 
•plendoirr and iuxary of ilic aovcrcigtis of Oitdc, ii. &7. 

Z. 

r 

Zebaya, volcanic island ». 26. 

Zeman Shah, an A/ghnn prinw', notice of, illustrating the sod- 
den changes oC f<trlano io India, k 211. 

Zetnhra, island oF, i. 0. 

Zenobia steamer, the, croharkation on boonl of, j. 75. 

Zugar, i. 3G. . 


Tlte EMP. 


PfUtrd h; A. 

Nc* 



